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Denis McCartney To: alan.whysall@nio.x.gsi.gov.uk
Sent by: Irena Elliott Subject: DUP: MISCELLANEOUS ISSUES

21/05/2004 17:03

Alan

As requested in your minute of 18 May to Rosalie, I attach a background note and
letter/speaking note on flags and emblems prepared by Mary Bunting and myself.

Happy to discuss.

Denis.
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LETTER/SPEAKING NOTE

The Flags (NI) Order 2000 and the Flags (NI) Regulations 2000 apply only to

government buildings wholly or mainly occupied by Northern Ireland civil servants. It
is therefore a matter for district councils, other public bodies and the private sector to
decide whether the Union or any flag should be flown. The Flags Order was
introduced to provide for a common approach to the flying of flags in government
departments in Northern Ireland. | do not consider that there is a need to ensure a
similar consistency amongst district councils and other bodies. That is a matter for

each body, having regard to its particular circumstances.

Any decision about flying the Union or other flag must take account of legislation
governing equality and good relations and good employment practices. Councils and
other employers may need to take legal advice on the matter, but it is not my
understanding that, in the absence of express legislative authority, they would be at
risk of successful legal proceedings if they were to display the Union flag on

appropriate occasions, perhaps in line with the practice for government buildings.

DMcC.2004. MAY.160.1E
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