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Conclusions

1.15 On balance, adopting individual provisions of Article 9 (1), which would

create a right to use Irish in legal proceedings in certain defined
circumstances, was favoured by the group. Adopting individual provisions
which permit oral evidence and admissibility of written material in Irish is
a practical and measured response and is consistent with Government
commitments under the Charter and acceptance of the recommendation

by the Criminal Justice Review Group.

1.16 Due to uncertainties regarding capacity within the translation sector
and the likely level of demand, creating a right for proceedings to be

conducted in Irish does not appear either justifiable or feasible at present.

1.17 However there are a number of particular issues which require further
consideration to inform any decision regarding the adoption of various

provisions of Article 9(1) of the Charter. The most important of these are:
a legislative framework for the use of Irish in legal proceedings,
ensuring that the necessary resources are in place for the new service,
quality assurance of the interpreters and translators to be employed for
work in legal proceedings and assessment of the interpretation

systems, and

setting the adoption of provisions of Article 9(1) of the Charter in the
wider context of the development of policy on the use of Irish in public

life generally.
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recommendation, like the others, on a regular basis. His observations
on the progress of implementing this recommendation are annexed to
this report at Tab X.

In summary, the background to this issue is that the Government

agreed to sign up to the Charter In the context of the Belfast

Agreement, and agreed with the recommendation made by the
Criminal Justice Review Group (another product of the Belfast
Agreement), that consideration of the use of the Irish language In
courts be taken forward in the wider context of the development of

policy on the use of Irish in public life generally.
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Commission to reach a consensus on this issue, after 4 years of work
preparing the Bill of Rights, is perhaps indicative of the difficulties and
sensitivities around reaching a consensus on language issues In

Northern Ireland.

3.15 What is unclear at this stage is whether the Commission intends to
provide its final advice to the Secretary of State on the Bill of Rights

before the current Commissioners’ tenure ends, (as a new Chief

Commissioner and most new Commissioners will be appointed on 15t

March 2005). It is equally unclear whether the new Commissioners will
adopt and pursue the present proposals on the Bill of Rights by the
current Commission although it would be difficult given the substantial
work and consultation undertaken by the previous Commission for this

work to be completely unpicked.

3.16 The relevance and importance of the proposals regarding an lIrish
Language Act and statutory protection of the Irish language through

inclusion in a Bill of Rights is a matter to which we return in Chapter 7

of this report.
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