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BELFAST BT2 7LT

Dear Ms Broderick

USE OF IRISH LANGUAGE IN COURTS IN NORTHERN IRELAND

Thank you for your letter dated 20 February 2004, which was tabled for our elected
Member’s attention at Council’s monthly meeting on Thursday 25 March. I can confirm
that the Council having fully debated this issue, is extremely concerned at the proposal to
introduce the use of the Irish language in Courts in Northern Ireland and is strongly
opposed to such measures.

The Council maintains that since there are no monolingual Irish speakers, then there is no
legitimate demand for such measures to be taken in the Court Service and, indeed, that the
implementation of such a needless venture will not only prove extremely costly to the
taxpayer, but will also inevitably alienate and exclude non-Irish speakers. It is the
Council’s view that to continue using English as the sole language excludes no-one.

The Council’s strongly held belief is that if the Court Service does proceed with such
measures, then it must do so on the basis of equality and include Ulster Scots. The Council
asserts that Ulster Scots should be treated with parity in terms of recognition, respect,
resources and representation.
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