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Open Government-Enquiry Unit 
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.Millbank 
London 

Ref: HM 1 

17th November i 999 

Dear ·sir/Madam· 
' 

• ... . . . ' . . ' . .. . ... - , .. .. 

Tel: 01712195194, 
0171 219 64TI 

Fax: 011, 219 3398 . 

. . 

. • : : • The Mac:Bride Principles Campaign 1814-'1989 

_1- am writi'0g to You to request information regarding the MacBride Campaign. 
• 

I would be grateful if you coUld provide me with copies of documents relating 
to the Campaign in .general but in particular representations made by the 

Northern Ireland Office to: • 

1. The United $tates government about the Mt!cBrlde Principles. 

· . 2. Members of Congress. ' I 
• 

' . 
. . 3. Proponents of the MacBrlde Prln~iples~ 

. . • 
• I 

4 .. lndividu'af US leg_islato_r,s. 
. 

• 5. lridividµsl US legislatLJres. 

. - S . .. C.ongr.e~s. • t \ ' ' 

.I lock forwar.d tQ· hearing from you in the near futu.re. 

I 

Yours sincerely , 

' . 
; .. • 

. 
I 

Kevin. McNamare MP 

' I 

I 

I 
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. .. . ·J.'ebruary ,000 
, 

' 
:· Mr Kevin McNamara MP • • 
: .. ;' ·aou.se . o~• · Ccn\fl1ons . 
• ~-·LOL'l]X)N, . ·SWlA ·oAA . 

t • • I 
' . 

.. . 

• 

' 
' 

DR A, T 
• 

.. 

, 

~· , w i;;O =. --t 

~~=--,--, -· ----~ • 3,,, 
.-- - ··- · --

- . 
t . ~m $Orlc"y. t:h&.t. it haa· taken longer tban antic:;1.patad ·to send a 
subS:tantive i-~ply to you r~quest tor infor."' .. :":~.~n rega NiAS 
th• Maeliride" Prixicip;:t.ea ,c:ampaign but since rrrt/ MS C.t-ow••• 

' " . . . • 

1nteriTCI •letter of . 22 ·oeCel!lber, R.ec:orcls and Hiatoricial . \ \ . • \ 

. . . 
Depc<Ytmen~ rno~ed. t .o · .its present address and everything- ball 

. . 

. _been r,the+ disrupt~d, 

. . . 

yc,u· aakecl fo:r copie.s. ot :doc,,imenta .relatiiig tot~ ·c:ampa1gA in 
• t - ' 

• • 

ge:n.e:-al ·and in ·p.artic:ul~r rel):resel"tations made by th• i'c,zei~ , 
• 

. . 
:• and Cort\m.OD~ealth offic• ·t~ the . Un1ced Sta~es 90ve:a:nmen~, 

· . · legiSla~or• : a.n.d oth-ar prominent •. opinion.-foniera during tb.11 
, . . . • 

• peri·od 1984.-1.98.9·. Whil~ "'8 would l:-ike tc. be helpful, I l'DUJlt . . • 

\ 

. 
• I • 

. . explain. Qur·:~osition on :auch ·ral•tively re~•~t papers. Theae 
· :. p~pers are pal:'.t 0~ the d.epartancal reccrds ot • the Poreign_ aria 1 

C0m1n0nwealth _Office and a:.~e lesa tha1' thirty year■ old, As 

~uch, c~ey a~•· defin~d as public reeord■ ~Y the PUglic Records . . 

~ 1'.cts ~f _. ·19$~ ~d 19C7. and ~hetber cl•eeifi•d ,or unela■aif-iad, . -, 

: .• 

. . . . . 
· they ara not due to· ce ~vailable for .public . . 

• • tbey are thi~ty _ y~a:ra cia.. Part 1, section 
• I • • 

·, non_-ata~utory co~e 0~.- Ptactic~ 1pec:ifically 

insP9dticn ,,ntil 
9 -0f tha 
1tatee that it i■ 

• not.. int~ndeC, eo overri~ ·atatutory p~ovision• en ae~ess to 
. ~ . • 

~he~her ever. er. under thirty •years old, while 
t • t • 

. - • • • . • .public_· r~cbrds, 
, . . . • 

t .., • • • • I • • t • 

• • • 

, . • . . . 

• I • 

. . 
• 

' . . 
. , ' . 

• 

• 

• • 

• • 
• .. • I . . 

•' 
\ _ , 
• . ,. -, ' , • • I 

I 

• 

. . 

. . ' 

. . 

. l . 
' 

, 
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the .Ou.ldpnc:e .. on Intersizetat.ion !,µ-th~r e-xplaine that thtil Cede 

i• not intended. to prCViae a.ffleans -of _opening record.a 0lo••d 

• I 

• 

• . . 
und.er. the Public Records ACt..S 0~ a■ a mea.nG by ·wbic:b 

. . . ' 

: historical r~seardh-. can be a.saisted (extract a~tached) • • lt 1 
" . , \ . . 

·-woutd ba an unreaa~abl~ diversiQn of re■Qurcaa to ea,zy out 
all che W()r,c neceeaary to .diaClo•e these pape,:11 ahead of thei:c-

. . 

• • 
due :release date,· and ;Lti the interests 0! fairn.e•11 to all, it 

" . . ' ' . 

·" 

. • ... 
I • 

• 

• • 

. 
would not ~e right to m~ke a~ exceftion. for you. 

. . 
In si.milar· eaAes we•. no~lly of fer to put t.ha reeeareheZ' 

• 

~ ... in touch ,-,ith those· having spacial ~owledge of· the aubjaat oz 
' 

,tO p;r:oVide . aµ_ch f•c~ual • inforn,aticn as we can . in, ~sw.r • ta any 
I • • • • 

,· r/fpe.cif~~ qi.i~tions. 'AS yo'l.l ha"ll'e alr~ady &pok•n t0 Alan HUckle 
• • • 

··and Andy Heridersori about their' recollections cf the campai£1?11 . . 
· ,· w.e -wcul.d be will~ng . to consider whether we can clarify ■ny 

' 

.. . . . . 
· · ·. particular points· ari•iti.S from that ~onvarsation or fxo,u your 

_ · . -' r~search to :¥-t.e. ·Ma~nvh!:1.e, _ :we haire identified .aome paper• • 
' . • ' .. 

• . . . 
• 

• , 1 I' 

~ . ' 
' • I 

· ' ·: > alrf!ady • i,n . tjhe ~lie:, d.Ol!lain: explaining the 1JJit • posit.iaa. ar,d = 
\ • I '° 

·.:· '· .. ·~hi.eh ··t~ i,ri~~ing· of ·~s opini011-fg:r~r8 woulcl have baan ' . • 
• ,.. \ t I 

I ' I • .. 

'. 

• • • • I 1• . ' ' 

.. 
• • 

I •• 

• 

• • . -

. ' 

. 
• 

• • 

-

'- I • f 

• 

• 

• • . . ·.··_ based, . ~n~ h,ope .~hat the encloaed. c;;cpies may ba 0£ inte:toat •• 
• 

, I 

' - .Althoug~ i -t i-= •lightly outaide· your peJ:'iod, you mig~t alao 
I • • • • \ . • I 

: - like to ·be a.va.re ~! • a &emin~r ·on Fair Emplo~nt. i.n Jlorthezn 
' 

Ireland. wi:tb part~cµ_l .ar .~elation to MacBride, • which waa held .. - . • .. 

: at .the In'1estor R.esponeibility •Researc;h Cent~r in Bo•to,, cm 
. . .' . . , • 

... ll ·octob•r l9j~ •nd. at which a Briti$h Eml)~ssy. official a~v• 
• • 

I • • 

• - • ~ -pr~se~tation. The: proeeedln;s were tranacribed and an 
. 

edit.•~ . J~rs·icn was. du.a .to be published by the ?llC: (copy of 

the ·aganda ebcloded). 
I • 

?Kata Crowe 
er 

Mra .H ··J . Y.as.mae ~ 
• I • • 

· UCOR..OS .Al(C H~S~OJt!C~I, PEPARTMB!n' . . . 

2 
I . . 

. ' 
• 

• • 
• I • 

• I 
' . 

' . • 
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9 February 00 

To 1 Mr Madden 

2 Mr Walker 

cc Mrs Cromey 
Mrs Goldthorpe 

MEETING WITH PUBLIC RECORDS OFFICE (NI) 

Des McCullough brought a representative from PRONI to give us some 
advice on moving files to OFMDFM. 

In essence, the following applies: -

• A files can be closed and, if necessary, sent to Registry. 

• S files must be kept within the Branch. Registry will not take them. 
However if we think they can be destroyed PRONI will examine them to 
decide if they agree with our assessment. This bypasses the need for 
declassification. 

If files are of interest to PRONI they will store them. The thirty year rule 
applies in that case i.e. the public have no access to the papers until thirty 
years from the date of the last paper on file. 

Margaret Glass 
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From: JA Canavan 
Equality Unit 

The Office of the First Minister 
And Deputy First Minister 

COMMUNITY RELATIONS UNIT 
20-24 DONEGALL STREET 

BELFAST BT1 2GP 

Tel: 028-90-520700 Fax: 028-90-544500 
Direct Line: 

cc MrMcCusker 

27 January 2000 

To: Raj Mangat 
NIO 

OPEN GOVERNMENT ENQUIRY - MacBRIDE CAMPAIGN 

, ------·-

I. You wrote to me on 9 December, enclosing a letter from Kevin McNamara MP 

addressed to the Open Government Enquiry Unit in the NIO and requesting 

documents about the Government's response to the MacBride campaign, 1984-1989. 

Since then I have seen a copy of a note from Alan Huckle of the FCO of a meeting 

which he had with Mr McNamara, who is requesting this info1111ation for his PhD 

thesis. I also had a conversation with Kate Crowe of the FCO who is preparing a line 

on a similar request for documentation. From our conversation, I understand that she 

is recommending that the request should not be agreed to, essentially because the 

documents fall within the 30 year rule and because the cost of identifying them would 

be disproportionate. 

• ' 
2. DED was involved in the anti MacBride campaign in the US during these years. A 

considerable nwnber of files (probably over 100) exist and were retained by the 

Industrial Relations and Equality Division of DED. At devolution, the Branch 

holding those files became part of the Equality Unit of OFM/DFM. I am now head of 

that Unit and have examined a sample of the files and also spoken to Pat McAlister, 

who worked in DED on this issue at that time. 
U:0167/MM 
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The Office of the First Minister 
And Deputy First Minister 

3. My understanding is that contacts with US opinion fo1mers in Congress and 

Legislatures were almost entirely via FCO overseas posts. Occasionally, NIO 

Ministers also visited the US and discussed inward investment, as well as MacBride 

issues, with US opinion fo1111ers. Direct involvement by OED officials in making 

personal representations seems to have been very limited. However, a number of 

individuals were retained on a consultancy basis to visit the United States and speak at 
• 

hearings in State Legislatures. Their expenses were paid by OED. 

4. From the files which I have seen, there was a clear NIO lead on the policy. However, 

the distinction pre devolution between NIO and NICS advice to Ministers was not so 

clearly defined as now. 

OED files, it is evident that SIL was heavily involved and presumably there are NIO 
. 

files on the subject. You will, however, need to come to a common line with FCO. 

Kate Crowe's point about the 30 year rule applies. Certainly, I have no spare 

resources within the Equality Unit to trawl through the considerable number of fo11ner 

OED files for this exercise. 

6. I would be grateful if you could keep me in touch with developments. 

[Signed: JAC] 

JA CANAVAN 

. 
, , 

U:0167/MM 
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