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• 

SOMME ANNIVERSARY 

MINUTES OF MFJETING HELD AT 3 .30 PM ON MONDAY 2 JUNE IN ROOM 207 1 
PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS, STORMONT 

1. Present:-

Sir David Holden KBE CB ERD (Chairman) 

General Sir John Anderson GBE KCB DSO D,L 

Colonel J Hughes CBE TD 

- Department of Finance 

Sir Francis Evans GBE KCID DL 

Th.e Rt Hon Sir Norman Strange BART MC HML JP 

Lt Col Robin Charley 

Lt Colonel H K T Chavasse MBE 

Major G McMeekin 

Major A Boyne JP 

-
-
-

Representing RUR Association 

" 

" 
" 

Royal Irish Rangers 

GOC 
/ . 

RIF Association 

ft 
r a 

Major H E Thrupp - It R Innisk Association 

Major I B Gailey TD - Chairman RUR Association .. 
Major R W Connell MBE - Regtl Secretary Royal Irish Rangers 

Captain OW J Henderson 

Flight-Lieutenant F Be·lfitt DFM 

Mr John Sa1.mders 

- Representing Irish Guards Association 

- The Royal British Legion 

- Secretary 36 (Ulster) Div Association 

Mr J Hogg - Deputy Town Clerk 

Mr William Gill 

Mr M Trotter 

- Representing Royal Eng Assoc 36 Div 

- " " 

Mr H McRoberts - " tt 

Mr W E W Montgomery MBE 

Mr E L L M Thomas MBE 

- Central Secretariat 

-

2. Apologies: Lt General Sir Fra~ King KCB MBE 

Mr W J Johnston FCA (Town Clerk) 

Sir Cecil Bateman KBE 

tl " 

" " 
tt t1 

;. (a) Sir David Holden welcomed those attending the meeting and in outlining 

its purpose said -that General Sir James Steele had been in touch with him 

some time ago regarding a commemoration of the 60th anniversary of the 

" 
tt 

Battle of the Somme in 1976. He in turn had approached the Administration but 

} 

• 

due to the political changes delays had occured in securing the necessary approval. 

However the Secretary of ~tate and the Administration have now agreed to an Act 

of Commemoration and financial provisi.on would be made to support it but on 
• 
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more modes t lines than the 50th anniversary in 1966 with priority f or 

• 1914-18 Ex-Servicemen at the expense of VIP's. The Ministry of Defence 

• 

has agreed that the Pipes, Drums and B~~l es of the 2nd Battalion, t he 
, 

Royal Irish Rangers at present serving with BAOR would attend at public 
expense. 

(b) Sir David suggested that the administrative structure should consist 

of a main committee to be known as the Somme Commemoration Committee 

with an executive sub-committee and he was glad to report that General 

Sir John Anderson had agreed to be Chairman of the ma.in committee and 

Colonel James Hughes had agreed to be Chairman of the sub-committee. While 

it was for the Chairmen to work out the roles of the committees' it seemed 

that the main committee ,,;ould act as a sounding board for the sub-committee's 

ideas and give guidance on important matters of principle while the / 

sub-com~ittee would carry out the day-to-day work making the necessary 

decisions on various matters as they arose. General Sir James Steele who 

had been closely involved with the 50th anniversary had ldndly agreed to 
• act as consultant. The membership of the committees was discussed and 

Sir David said that he would consult Sir John and Colonel Hughes after the 
meeting and then issue invitations . • 

(c) Sir David said he proposed to visit the Commonwealth War Graves Commission 

on Friday 13 June to discuss any special work which it might be necessary to 
. 

carrf out at the memorial. 

(d) It would also be necessary for a reconnaissance of the ground to be made 
• 

in _France by General Sir John Anderson and Colonel Hughes accompanied by a 

small party so that contact could be made with the British Embassy, the 

French Authorities at central and local government level and the local 

representative of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission. · - • 

• 

(e) The outline programme for the commemoration would most likely be that 

the party, numbering about 70, would fly to France by charter flight on the 

30 June returning on the 2 July. Accommodation would be arranged in convenient 

hotels for the 30 June and 1 July and the ceremony would take place on 1 July. 

(f) Sir David then invited those present to express their views on the project 
particularly in relation to: 

(i) co-ordinating the commemora tion with the Civic Ceremonies in Belfast; 

- 2 -
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(ii) Vhether there should be a financial contribution by those taking 
part in the pilgrimage; 

(iii) the likely response from 1914-18 ex-servicemen; and · 

/ 
(iv) any special factors to be considered in view of the age of those 

taking part. 

and also asked the meeting for general endorsement for the Commemoration 
and the plans which he had outlined. 

4. (a) Major Boyne asked if the party would be restricted to those _who had 

served at the Somme or open to any 1914-18 ex-servicemen; he felt that if 

the party would only number 70 it would have to be restricted to men who had 

served at the Somme. Colonel Hughes felt that the first priority should 

be men who had actually served on the 1 July and the second priority should 

be men who had served at other times during the battle which commenced on 

21 March, these should take up all the available places. This was agreed. 

(b) Major McMeekin suggested that the Royal Air Force should be asked if 

they would provide an aircraft to fly the party over. Sir David replied 

that at the time of the 50th anniversary this had been gone into very 

carefully and had been turned down as the RAF could not guarantee the 

avai-lability of an aircraft so far in advance; it was therefore necessary to 
make a firm booking with a civilian charter company. 

,,. 

(c) Sir Francis Evans pointed out that a contribution of £5 per head to 

the cost had been made by those attending the 50th anniversary. It was agreed 

that contributions should be made on this occasion either by individuals 
or their associations on their behalf. 

• 

(d) Colonel Hughes asked how those attending the 50th anniversary had been 

selected. Major Boyne replied that this had been done by circulating the 

details to the British Legion and Regimental Associations throughout the 

United Kingdom with the selection being made on a first come, first served 

basis subject to a fitness test; with a reserve fist. Mr Gill said that the 

Royal Engineers association had drawn the names 9f their representatives out 
of a hat. 

(e) Colonel Hughes asked what sort of fitness test had been applied on the 
I 
I 
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' 

~ast occasion. Major Boyne replied that each applicant had been asked to 

provide a doctors certificate. Sir D vid said he felt the programme should 

not be too arduous and Sir Francis Evans considered there should be a 

medical presence at the Commemoration. Sir David agreed and hoped this· might 
• be provided from BAOR. Sir John Anderson thought it would be necessary for 

a Doctor to travel in the plane with the party. 

(f) Sir David asked Mr Hogg if the proposed commemoration in France would 
I 

have any undue effect on the ceremony at the Cenotaph in Belfast. Mr Hogg 

outlined the form of the ceremony at the City Hall and said that in view of 

the reduced size of the party travelling to Thiepval there should not be any 

serious clash between the two events. The ceremony at the City Hall could 
still be effectively carried out. 

(g) Sir David enquired if there would be any complications regarding the 

service at St Anne's Cathedral. Major Connell replied that it would be held 

at 3.00 pm on the 4 July and it was hoped that the Archbishop of Dublin 

would attend. If the party returned from France on the 2 July there should 
be no difficulties. 

(h) Colonel Hughes asked if anyone knew of any particula~ problems which 

had been encountered in 1966. Major Thrupp said that Major Dickie had 

prepared a detailed report and he would obtain a copy. ,. 

(i) Major Thrupp wondered if 2 nights in France would be long enough as he 

thought the party had enjoyed the visit so much on the last occasion t)aat they 

would have liked to have stayed lonaer. Sir David replied that in view of the 

financial constraints he felt it was better to use the funds available to take 

the maximum number of people rather than fewer for a longer period. 
agreed with this view. 

The meeting 

{j) Sir David asked the meeting to bear in mind that some form of hospitality 

would probably have to be provided for local dignatories in France. 

(k) Mr Gill said that the experience which has been gained in 1966 would be 

a guide to what should be avoided this time. Sir David assured the meeting 

that the Commemoration would be very carefully planned and he envisaged the 

production of a shortened version of the Brochure which was printed on the 
last occasion. 

• 
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• 

\1) Mr Saunders r ised the question of the times of the flights to and 

from France as people, would have to be given time to make their way to and 

from Aldergrove and it might be nece ~ary in some cases to provide· overnight 

accommodation. Sir David said that this would have to be looked into but he 

thought it should be 'lpossi ble to arrange the flights so that sufficient time 

was availableo ' I 

• 

. 
• 

(m) Major Connell asked if the Band of the Royal Irish Rangers could be 

made available as well as the Pipes, Drums and Bugles · and Lt Colonel Charley 
I , 

said that a company should also be provided as a Guard of Honour. Sir David 

said he would take soundings on these two points. 

5o (a) It was agreed tha a press sta+ement regarding the commemoration should 
• 

be issuedo 

(b) Sir David concluded the meetine by thanking everyone for coming, for the 

very helpful advice which had been given and fdr the general endorsement of 

the proposals o 

• 
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30 JUNE - 2 JULY 
. 
I ,-. • - • .. .. • • ,.. _....., • --. • .,. . • • . 

•rcdnesday 30 June 
• 

• 

9.00-9.15 

15.30 

i ;.30-14. 30 

14.30 

15.45-1 6.00 

16.00-17. 30 

17.45 

1 e.00-1 e. 30 

18.30-19.00 

20.00 

'J!hµrsd§.y 1 July 

07.00 

07.45 

08.30 

10.00-10.15 

10.30-11.00 

11 .00-11.40 

1 1 • 40-1 1 • 4 5 

. . 

• 

. . 

. I 

I 
I 

• • 
t 
I 

Pilgrims assemble at Aldergrove 

Chock in ·at Aldorgrove 

Depart Aldergrove on British Midland Charter -
• 

Flight BD801 /30 ~ 

.Arrive Beauvais. 

Collect baggage, customs check • . 

Reassemble and em·bus, 

Depart Beauvais. 

Arrive Amiens - allocate hote~ and rooms according 
to schedule. 

Free 

Embus for Reception by Mayor of !miens. 

Welcome plus vin d'honneur . 
• 

Band plays in courtyard. 

Final drink. 

.... 
2 

Evening meal in hotels: Staff to brief pilgrims for 
next day. • 

• .. 
Reveille 

Breakfast in hotels. 

Embus and leave for Ulster T<n1er. 

Arrive at Ulster Tower 
I 

All to be seated. • 

Band concert and arrival of ' VIP'S. 

Ceremony. 

Address by Field r~rsnal Sir Gerald Teln!)ler. 

- 1 -
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11.45-12.00 

12.00-13. 00 
. 

1 :;.00-14. 30 

14.30-15.00 
. 
15.00-15. 45 

15.45-16.00 

16.00-17.15 

19.00 

Evening 

20.00 

Fridaz 2 July 

01.00 

08000 

oa.30-10.30 

f 
10.45 . 

11.00 

, 

12.00 

12.00-13. 30 

13.30 

15.45 

16.45 

17.50 . . 

• 

1 8. 00-18 " 1 5 

--

Prepare to e~bus. 

French VIP's depart. 

' 
I 

. , 

Journey to r{ancourt vri th comr.icnta.ry by couriers~ 

/ 
Lunch at Le Prieure, Rancourt. • 

I I I 

, ?-Iove to French cemetery at 1ancourt by bus and re-assemble. 

French cerernonyo 

Reassemble and embus. 

Journey to .A.miens 

Dinner in hotelso 
' 

Free 

VIP dinner for 30 - to thank ~!ayors etc. 

Reveille. 

Breakfast. 

Free for shopping. 

Prepare to embuso 

Depart for Albert. 

Arrive Albert. 

• • 

. . 

Vin d'hon~eur and possibly a snack provided by 
?-lay or of Albert. 

I 

Depart Albert. 
: 

Arrive Beauvais. 
• 

Checl~ in baegage etc • 

Depart Beauvo.is - Bri tiDh ?-ridland charter -

Flight 1Io BD802/02. 1 ~...r,,. • 

Arrive Aldorgrove. 

Prepare to leave Aldergrove for homeo 
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