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more modest lines than the 50th anniversary in 1966 with priority for
1914-18 Ex-Servicemen at the expense of VIP's. The Ministry of Defence
has agreed that the Pipes, Drums and Bugles of the 2nd Battallon, the
Royal Irish Rangers at present serving with BAOR would attend at public

expense-

(b) Sir Dpaviad suggested that the administrative structure should consist
of a main committee to be known as the Somme Commemoration Committee

with an executive sub-committee and he was glad to report that General

Sir John Anderson had agreed to be Chairman of the main committee and
Colonel James Hughes had agreed to be Chairman of the sub-committee. While
it was for the Chairmen to work out the roles of the committees' it seemed
that the main committee would act as a sounding board for the sub-committee's
ldeas and give guidance on important matters of principle while the
sub-committee would carry out the day-to-day work making the necessary
decisions on various matters as they arose. General Sir James Steele who
had been closely involved with the 50th annlversary'had kindly agreed to
act as consultant. The membership of the commlttees was discussed and

Sir David said that he would consult Sir John and Colonel Hughes after the

meeting and then issue invitations.

(¢) Sir David said he proposed to visit the Commonwealth War Graves Comm1531on
on Friday 13 June to discuss any special work which it might be necessary to

carry’out at the memorial.

(d) It would also be necessary for a reconnaissance of the ground to be made
in France by General Sir John Anderson and Colonel Hughes accompanied by a
small party so that contact could be made with the British Embassy, the
French Authorities at central and local government level and the local

representative of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission.

(e) The outline programme for the commemoration would most likely be that

the party, numbering about 70, would fly to France by charter flight on the
30 June returning on the 2 July. Accommodation would be arranged in convenient

hotels for the 30 June and 1 July and the ceremony would take place on 1 July.

(f) Sir David then invited those present to express their views on the project

particularly in relation to:

(i) co-ordinating the Commemoration with the Civie Ceremonies in Belfast;
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