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I~ accordance with the Census Act (IT.I.) 1965, a census of population will be 
to,ken in riorthern Irela.nd on the 21+th ltpril, 1966, whicl1 date is e.l~o to be the 
census_ date in G-reat Britain. ..A.n i11tegr a l featl1re of ce11sus taking in I'llo rtl1ern 
Irela11<i has a.lvvays been tl1e BV~ilabili ty of tl1e services of tl1e Roy9,l Ulster 
Constabulary who not only co-operate in the preliminary administrative vork 
inc~udi~e; the formation of enumeration districts, but also ect as enurnerato;s, 
del1ver·1ng the schedule s to households, institutions, sl1ippin3 , etc. for a per·iod 
of some 8-10 days in a dvance of the census date and collectin~ same over a period 
of, say , 10 dr~ys f·ollo\vin3. The .i'egistrar-General 1vho ~:rill t~s hitherto be 

• 1 ' ' rer~onsib_e f'or rnaking the a1·range ne11ts for the takin~ of' the census, is perturbed 
( to say the leJ..st) to -learn from County Inspector .!2.l.1.:er· tl1at on the -1L1estion of 
the extent of police assistance tl1e Inspector Ge11eral r·eg1 .. ets that at this sta,ge 
:1e cannot make an unqualified offe1 ... a s tl1e extent of assistance must depe11d on tl1e 
peace of tr1e country at and around the census date . ~:l1e Jubilee of the 1916 
Rebellion \vill fall at ~aster 1966 and , in view of the fc.:ct that it is i mpossible 
to say in advance what police commitments may be in coru1ection vii th \'fhatever 
celebrations n1ay be l1eld or attempted, tne Inspect or r~ener a l ha.s 6iven long-range 
notice that the police n1ay not be availe.ble as e11umerators generally or in certain 
areas . 

. lhile we welcome the promised co- operation of tl1e police in the preliminary 
administrative work and in particular in the formation of enumeration districts, 
end while it is lilcely that District Inspectors vvould act as Superintendents of 
enumeration, tl1e non- availability of the members of the R. U. C. to act as enurnerators 
a,nd the consequent necessity to make arre,ngen1ents for enumeration by civiJ.ians 
would create most serious problems. There would , first of all, be the major 
0ifficulty of recruiting suitab l e persons as civilian enumerators . ;/hile, by 
rea,son of their experience e.nd ability, sor1e 1 , 000 members of the 1. . U. C. cD.n cover 
the entire area,, j_ t would be necessary in the event of civilian enur.ier ators being 
used to limit tl1e size of enumeration districts to , s a.y , 250 dvvellings in Urban 
a r eas and 150 dwellings in Rur a l areas a.nd on tl1is basis 2 ,000/2, 100 enumerators 
1r1ould have to be employea_. Jnumer a,tion duties are by no means simple, requiring 
;ntelligence and ability to assimilate detailed instructions and this, coupled with 
the fact the,t the conf'identie .. li ty of census rett1rns is of par amount imports.nee, 
TTlakes it unlikely that many suitable enumerators could be recruited from the 
unemployed . The most suitable persons ~-,rould be civil servants, Local G-Overnnent 
staff and school teachers , but the problems arisine in securing the availability of 
such staff would be consider able. .l\.ddi tionally, there vrould no doubt be vocif•erous 
criti cism of our unwillingness to take pe rsons in the main from those on the 
Unemployed Register. 

If v~re have to resort to civilian enumerati on, the cost of the census 1,tlll be 
consider$.,bl~l increased. l11en, in connection with the 1 961 census, v.re had to 
em1)loy son1e 100 civilian enumerators in certain of ti1e a rea s ad joining the Border, 
each was paid a basic fee of £18 plus a sum of 9d . per schedule collected, and even 
on this basis, without allowing f'or possible incr ea sed r ate s , tr1e cost of civilian 
enumeration for Northern Ireland, taking into oonsider ation t ravelli ng expenses, 
National Insurance and Gr aduated Pension payments, would be approximately 
£65 , 000 as compared with the £5,000 which covers the travelli ng and subsistence 
expenses arising from police enumeration. Additional printing costs for extra 
enumeration books and instructions arising from the larger number of enumeration 
districts, say , £1 ,OOO , would also arise . 

_4n, unfortuna te aspect of the problem would ap9ear t o be the inability of' the 
Inspector General to assess in advance of baster 1966 the conditions likely to 
pr evail at that time , but as t!1e census date will be a fortnight after .Ge,ster is it 
not likely that if the enumerators are not called upon to commence delivery 0£ the 
schedules until the ]'riday a£ter Easter, viz . 15th April ( although if condi t ions 
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are normal we would hope that delivery would commence on 13th April), 
the assignment coul d be accepted by the Inspector Gener al? 

, /hile tl1e Act provides that 8Jl al ternative Sunday may be presc~ibed 
by the Governor in Council as the census day, any departure from the date 
adopted in Great Britain has obvious disadvantages for comparative 
pt1I·poses and fo r compiling figur es for the whol e of tl1e United i~ine;dom. 

I a..m sorry to write at such lenBth on this matte r , but tl1e problems 
that would arise from civilian enume r ation as indicated above ar e of such 
magnitude that we hesitate to envisage the unavailability of the services 
of the police. 
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J .~ . Gr eeves, ~sq., 
The Secretary , 

• • • 

r,:inistry of Home Affairs , 
Stormont , 
BELFP-8T 3 4 . 
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Yours sincerely , .. 
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