RESTRICTED - POLICY

CHAPTER 2

BASIS FOR A WATER CHARGE

2.1

This chapter seeks your views on how water and sewerage charges should be

calculated in the future.

The issue of water funding was raised in the Review of Rating Policy
consultation exercise launched by the Executive on 7 May 2002. The
consultation paper did not consider whether a charge was needed but rather
what form a charge should take. Through the course of the consultation
opinion was consistent on two principles that emerged. Firstly, that those
who use the most water should pay the most, and secondly that those who
can least afford it should pay less. The issue of a uniform charge, regardless
of ability to pay was universally rejected.

What is the timetable for change?

2.4

The intention in Northern Ireland is that Water Service should become self-
financing before the end of the decade. However it is unlikely that domestic
water charges will be introduced before April 2006. It will take time to

consult fully on the options for charging and to complete full assessments of
the implications of the policy for:

s equality impact;
® regulatory impact;
¢ New Targeting Social Need obligations;

® Health Impact assessment; and
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