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these challenges can be addressed and so that the people of Northern Ireland can
receive even better water and sewerage services”.
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if the Water Service was to made a self financing organisation, the
level of domestic charges would depend on the costs that it would have to
cover - there is no question whatsoever of the gap in contributions set out

above being covered entirely from water charges. Higher rate charges are likely

to make a contribution;

the Executive made a commitment that rate payments by the domestic sector

will not increase by more than the pattern of recent years unless-and-until

a fairer system is in place. Under suspension, Ministers have no plans to

move away from that position. lan Pearson will be saying more about this

aspect of the issue on 5 December when he announces the outcome of the

public consultation on the Review of Rating Policy.

under the Reinvestment and Reform Initiative, any revenue raised here
which closes the gap between average payments here and in England can be
used to service borrowing. The intention was that the Executive and the
Assembly would have full discretion on whether or not to generate such

revenue, and if so how much, depending on the plans for infrastructure

iInvestment. "

Non-domestic customers in Northern Ireland are subject to metered water and trade

effluent charges.
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Water and sewerage services in Scotland are delivered by Scottish Water, a public
corporation funded by charges to customers and by borrowing.

Water and sewerage services in Wales are delivered by a not for profit company, Glas

Cymru, funded by charges to customers.

The water industry is operated by the private sector in England, and is funded by

charges to customers.

The central aim of the European Water Framework Directive (Directive 2000/60/EC of
the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2000 (adopted 22 December

2000), “Establishing a Framework for community Action in the Field of Water Policy” ) is

the sustainable management of water resources across Europe.

Article 9 of the Directive requires Member States to have water pricing policies in place

by 2010, which:

Provide adequate incentives for users to use water resources efficiently; and

Ensure an adequate contribution to the recovery of the costs of water services from

industry, households and agriculture.

Average leakage levels in Northern Ireland are 37% of treated water supplies.
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