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CONFIDENTIAL

Dr McCormick commented that a clear handling plan is required before the
Budget in December. Mr Quinn said that the period leading up to the Budget
Statement represented a good opportunity to take some of the main issues into
the public arena, both in terms of Water Charging and Structural Reform. Both
Ministers agreed that it will be vital not to discuss any prospect of water
charges in isolation from reform plans for Water Service. It was also agreed
that any statements should not overshadow the good news to be announced in
the Budget. Officials are to make recommendations to Ministers with regard to
media handling on this issue. (ACTION: DRD / DFP / EPU / Information

Services)

Mr Quinn commented that thought needs to be given to the content of the
future consultation paper on the proposed changes. Ministers Smith and
Pearson agreed that the consultation will need to address both the future
financing and structural options for Water Service.

Stewart Matthews
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