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DAYS FOR HOISTING FLAGS 
ON GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS 

6 February 

19 February 

1 March 

10 March 

March 

21 April 
23 April 

9 May 

2 June 

June 

10 June 
◄ August 

15 August 

21 August 

November 
14 November 

20 November 
30 November 

Also 

Also 

From 8 am till sunset 

Her Majesty's Acc~ion 

Birth of the Duke of York 

St David's Day (in Wales only, see note 1) 

Birthday of The Earl Of Wessex 

Commonwealth day (.second Monday) 

Birthday of Her Maje5ty the Queen 

St George's Day (in ln9land only, s•fl note 1) 

Europe Day (.see note S) 

Coronation Day 

Official Celebration of Her Majesty's Birthday (see note 2) 
Birthday of The Duk@ of Edinburgh 

Birthday of Her Maje.sty Queen Elizabeth The Queen Mother 

Birthday of The Princess Royal 

Birthday of the Prlncass Margaret 

Remembrance Day (second Sunday, .see note 3) 

Birthday of T~@ Prince of Wales 

Her Majesty's Wedding Day 

St Andrew's Day (in Scotland only, se~ nore 1) 

The day of the opening of a Session of the Houses of Par{f ament 
by Her Maje5ty (see no(e 4) 

Th~ day of the prorogation of a Session of the Houses of 
Parliam!nt by Her Majesty (.ree not~ 4) 

Where a building has two or more flagstaffs the appropriate National flag may be flown in addition to 
the Union Flag cut not in a superior position. 

Date to be notified 

Flags should be flown right up itl day. 

Flags should be flown on this day even if Her Majesty doas not perform the ceremony in person . Fbigs 
should only be flown ln the Greater London area. 

The Union Flag should fly alongside the European-1.~lag. On Government Buildings that Qnly have one 
flagpole, th~ Lfnion flag .should-take precedence. I 

The Royal Standard is never hoisted when Her Maje>1y is ~assing in orocai.Slon. If the Queen is to be 
presenf in a building, you should get in toU<:h with the Department for Culture, Media ~f)<j Sport, 
Buildings, MonumenQ ~nd Sites Division, 2-4 CocJGpur Street, London 5W1Y SDH. 
(Telepnone 020 721·1 2115 - Facsirnile o,o 7211 2040). 

© PRONI DFP/28/16/22A



~ 4. J 1A N. 2· ij IJ (I l 2 : 3 4 f AX O 
I{ l EI I. L 'T EAt1{ AJ CMS I ' ) 

I [21002 

, . • AM33 017 12 11·~0~0 
.. 

RULES FOR HOISTING FLAGS 
ON GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS 

The Following Regulations are Circulated by 
Her Majesty's Command 

to the Government Offices Concerned 

How the Union flag shown be flown 

The broader diagonal white stripe should be at t he top left hand side of the flag nearest t~e flagpole. 

Dates on which flag5 are to be flown 

The dates nilmed on the accompanying Schedule_ 

The Department ror Culture, Hedia and Sport will inform you of any ot her occasions where Her Majesty ha.s given 

i $pedal command. 

Provincf al buildings 

The S~hedule applies to Provincial as well as to London Buildings (please see notes 1 and 4). Where It has been the 
pra_ctice to fly the flag ~ily, a~ in the case of £ome Cu~om Haus~, this may continue. 

OccasiolU on whidt flag$ are to be flown iat half ma5t (Half mast means the flag i$ flown two ­
thirds up IMtween the top and bottom of the ftaptaff) 

(a) From the announcement of the death up to the fune ral of the Sovereign, except on Proclamation D! y, when 
they are hoisted right up from 11 am to sun5et. 

(b) The funerals of rn1tnbers of the Royal Family, subject t o special commands from Her Majesty in each cue. 

(c) The funerals of foreign Rulers, subject to special commands from Her Majesty rn @ach case. 

(d) The funerals of Prime Mini5ters and Ex-Prime Ministers of the United Kingdom, subject to special commands 
from Her Majesty in each case. 

{ e) The Department for Culture, Hedia and Sport will f nfonn you of any other occasions where Her Majesty has 
given a special command. ' 

Rules when days for flyif:lg coincide wfth days for flying flilgs at ~lf mast 

To be flown 

(a) although a member of the Royal Family, or a near relative of the Royal Family, may be lying dead, unless 
spe,iat commands . re received from Her Majesty to the contrary; 

(b} altr\ough it rnay be the day of the funeral of a Fo~eign Ruler. 

If the body of c\ very distinguished subject i~1:lying at a Governm'1nt Office the flag may fly at hal f-ma~t on that 
offi ce unt il the body has lQft (provided it is a day on which the flag would fly) end t hen rhe rr3g is to be hoist ed right 
up. On all oth~r PubUc Buildfn£S the flag will fly as usual 

Departrnent for Cult ure, Media and Spa~, Buildings, ~onument and Site.i Division. 
2-4Cockspur Street, London SW1Y.5D~ (TQlephone 020 7211 21 ·15 - Facsimile 020 72 71 2040) • 

. 
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FLAG FLYING ON GOVERNM!NT B~!LD TNGS 

Rules for hoisting flags on Government Buildings are i ssued by 

rh i! g Department .in consultat i on with the Lord Chamberlain ' s 

Office as th·e inst:r:uction.$ to f l y f l ags are a. Command of Her 

Majesty the Queen. Under that Command fla9s can only bs flown 

on certain appointed ~ays (see DOE fo4~ AN32) and t:he flag to 
. . 

be .flown must be the Union flag. Thire are currently 20 
I 

appointed flag flying days but flags may be flo\ffi additionally I 
• 

by ;special Command 
• 

of Her Majesty, for Royal Births a.no State 
Visits and at half 

I 

• • 

mast fer State Funerals or for the death of 
a Head of State of a Commonwealth country. 

' 

These rules ·only El?ply to Government: Buildings and al.though 
I ' • 

there is no definition of a Government Building for this I 

purpose it is generally accepted to mean a build1ng owned or 
' 

used by the Crown and predominantly occupied or used by Civil 

Servants or Her Majesty ' s armed Forces; in other ~ords 

buildings direotly within the control of Central Government . 
• 

Local Autharitias, other public bodies, private companies and 

individuals are at liberty to fly ~hatever flags they wish on 

whichever day they wish as long as the flag·s do not carry an 

adv~rtising ~logan in which case they · would be ~ubject ta 

Adve~tisement Control Regulations. Most organisations how~ver 
ohoase to follow the Government line . 

• 

The · rules for fla9 flying are very strict and the tord . 
Chamberlain's Office are always very reluGtant to an increase 
in flag flying because they feel that flags should only be 

flown en very special and usually -Roy~l occasions. Any 

increas·e, notwithstanding t.he kind of flags, redLtces t -he 
. 

impact und importance of these very ~pecial occasions. In 

addition to these notes · sea al$O COE form AM33, "Rules for 

Hai.sting Flags on Government Buildings " (at~ached) and 
Admini~tr~tion Circular 21/68 ~hich even though old ~ontains 

the basic guidelines for flag flying and ·acts as a good 

reference point (attached }. See also Accommodation Managers 

Guide Section AQ607 Ceremonial Procedures and the District 
Works Offide Code DW548. 

• .. 

\ 
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General enguiries on flag flying protocol and policy ar@ 
. 

received from private companies and indi vi~uql$ 1n addition to 

oth~r Government Departments . In the main these can be dealt 

with without reference to th~ Lord Chamberlain's Office for 
advice. 

DOE form AM32 ·'Days for Hoisting Fla9s on Government: 

Bu~ldings" 1s issued on request but $hould alre~dy ~~ in he 

possession of all Government Departments. rt is tor the 

individual Depart~ent to ensure that flags arQ flcwn on those 
buildings for which they are responsible, on these 20 

appointed days, without separ~te instruction~ being issued by 

the Department. · When Her Majes~y i55uas a Special Coiwnand to 
fly flags the Lord Chamberlain passe5 the details to the 

Department. Letters are th~n forwarded to all those on the 
' 'Flag letter distribution list" (attached). Stic~ address 
lab~ls are attached - For nationwide flag flying 125 letters 
need despatching but this i~ reduced by about 15 whan it is 

limited to the London Metropolitan Area only. Despatch~s of 

thi~ nature which can be anticipated each year are as 

follows;-

On the occasion of eaeh state Visit - 2 or J times per 

year Apri1 and/or June and July a~d/or November, 2 London 
. 

only piu~ one possibly London and Windsor. 

The Queen'3 Official -Birthday - June - Nationwide. 

Prorog~~ion and Stat~ Opening of earliament - Usually · 

-November - London only. 

. . . 
Other occasions obviously cannot be predict~d. 

When the Command to fly flags falls outside normal working 

hours . the Lor0 Chamberlain ' s Office will te l ephone one of the . 
DOE: O:fficer!i on· the "Silent Hours flag flying· _I.ist:! ' 

' 

(attached). That officer will then contact tl1~ Duty 

Marsham Street and the Control En9ineer ~t the Palace 

wa~tminster . to ensure they have . advancedwarning. The 

• 

Clerk at. 

of · 
' 
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duty the f0llowiri9 morning will be· to arran9e i. telephone 

exercise letting all the cont~cts on the Flag Flying Emergency 

Telephone List of the _ar4a~gements to fly flags. The list is 

split into three, one section each being taken by the HEO, EO 
' 

and AO - this is to speed up the dissemination of ~he 

information. Each Government department contact will transait 

the instructions to thei~ own network of contact$, 

The Flag Flying Emergency Telephone List is updated as 
• 

notified but letters requesting any. chang~s in details are 
sent out to all those on the list on an annual basis. 

' 

As a matter 0f courtesy we have continued to pass on 
information about flag flying dates to certain pr~~ate 

compani~~- and non Governmental bodies who were on our original 

notification list. 
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