
, 

Head of the Civil Service 
----~_,,...,..._Head of the Office of the First Minister & Deputy First Minister 

Secretary to the Executive 

Block E, Castle Buildings, Stormont Estate, BELFAST BT4 3SR, NORTHERN IRELAND 

Phone: 028 9052 0048 Fax: 028 9052 2236 Email: gerry.loughran@ofmdfmni.gov.ni 

HCS/982/00 

FROM: GERRYLOUGHRAN 
6 NOVEMBER 2000 cc PS/Mr Loughran 

Mr Stevenson 
SUB/79/00 
TF 

TO: NI PERMANENT SECRETARIES 

THE FLAGS REGULATIONS (NI) 2000 

The Flags Regulations will come into force on 11 November. They require 

the Union flag to be flown on specified days at: -

Adelaide House 
Castle Buildings 
Churchill House 
Clarence Court 
Dundonald House 
Netherleig h House 
Rathgael House 

The Regulations also require the Union flag to be flown at any other 

Government building at which it was the practice to fly the Union flag on days 

previously notified by DFP to Departments as flag flying days during the 

period of 12 months ending with 30 November 1999. 
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Head of the Civil Service 
Head of the Office of the First Minister & Deputy First Minister 

-....,--~---,. 

Secretary to the Executive 

Block E, Castle Buildings, Stormont Estate, BELFAST BT4 3SR, NORTHERN IRELAND 

Phone: 028 9052 0048 Fax: 028 9052 2236 Email: gerry.loughran@ofmdfmni.gov.ni 

The next flag flying day is 12 November (Remembrance Day). 
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Head of the Civil Service 
--~~Head of the Office of the First Minister & Deputy First Minister 

Secretary to the Executive 

/ 

Block E, Castle Buildings, Stormont Estate, BELFAST BT4 3SR, NORTHERN IRELAND 

Phone: 028 9052 0048 Fax: 028 9052 2236 Emai l: gerry.loughran@ofmdfmni.gov.ni 

The Regulations confer no discretion; when they come into force the law will 

require the flag to be flown at the specified and the other buildings on the flag 

flying days. Failure to do so is a breach of the law. A Ministerial direction 

does not give a Department or any civil servant authority to break the law, or 

any lawful excuse for doing so. 

You should accordingly ensure compliance with the law in relation to those 

buildings for which you are responsible. 

GERRY LOUGHRAN 
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Draft Regularwns laid before Pa-rliamenJ 'fJnder Anicle 4(5) of the Flags (Nonhem lrel,an4J 
Order 2(X)O. for approval by re.Ialurion of each :House of ParliamerrJ.. 

Whereas: 

DRAFT STATUTORY RULES OF NORTHERN IRELAND 

2000 No. 

FLAGS 

The Flags Regulations (Nortb.em Ireland) 2000 

Made 
Coming imo force 

2000 
11 th November 2000 

(a) the Secretary of Sr.ate has referred ro the:, Assembly a draft of the ~gulations he 
proposes to make und~r Article 3 of the flags (Northern lrel~d) Order 2.000(a); 
(b) the Asse,iihly has reported to the Secretary of Scare the views expressed in the 
Assembly on the prol)osed Regulations; 
( c) the Secretary of State has considered the Assembly's Report en the proposed 
Regulations; 
(d) the Sec:rewy of State has had rezard to the Belfast Agreemenr; 
(e) a draft of these Regulations has been laid before Parliament. accompanied by a 
copy of the Assembly's Report on the proposed Regulations, no changes having been 
made co the proposed regulations as a result of that Report; 
(f) a drat-t of these Regulations ha.s been approved by resolution of each House of 
P a.rliament: 

Now therefore, the Secrer:ary of State. in exercise ot- the powers conterred on him by 
Article 3(1) of the Flags (Northern Ireland) Order 2000, hereby makes the following 
Regu I ations: 

Citation, comroeurero~nt and interpretation • 

1. -(1) These Regulation~ may be cited as the Fla2s Regulations (Northern Ireland) 
2000 and shall come into force on 11m November 2000. 

(2) The Interpretation Act (Northern Irelaod) 1954(b) shall apply to these 
Regulations as it applies to an Act of t:hc Assembly. 

(a)_ S.I. 2000ll347 (N.1.3) 
(h) \9.54 c .33 (N.I.) 
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}'1yhlg of fla.es at government buiJdings on specified day!i 

T0:028 9025 5700 

2. -(1) The Union flag shall be t1own at che govern·meot buildings specified in Part l 
of the Schedule co m.ese Re~ations on the days specified in Pan Il of rhe Schedule. 

(2) The Union tiag shall be flown on the dgys specified in Pan Il of the Schedule at 
an}' other government building at which it was the practice to fl:y the Union flag on 
notified days in the period of 12 months ending with 30'11 November 1999. 

(3) In paragraph (2). "notified days~' means days notified by the Departrnenr of 
Finance and. Personnel to orber Northern Ireland Departments as days fer die flying of 
the Union flag at government buildings during the period of 12 months euding w1th 

30°1 1"overnbe~ 1999. 

(4) Where a government building specified in Part I of the Schedule has more than 
one flag pole, the Europe.an flag shall be flown in a.dd;tion to the Union tlag on Europe 

Day. 

Flying of flags at :overnment bulldiogii an the occasion of a visit by a Head of 
St.ate otbe.r than Her Majerty the Queen 

3.. ...(1) On the occasio11 of a visit to a govemmenc buildjng by a Head of St.ate other 
than tier Majescy the Queen, t.he Union flag IllAY be flown at that building. 

(2) Where on that occasion the Union flag is flown at that building and the building 
has more rhan one flag pole, the Dational tlag ot the col.Ultry of the visiting Head of 
Stat.e may also be tlow11 at that building ox, that occasion_ 

Flyillg of flap at government huildiaes on the occasion of a visit by Her Majesty 

the Queen 

4. -(1) On the occasion of a vis\t ro a governmeru building by Her Ma.jesty tht: Queen, 
the Royal Standard shall be flo~n at that building. 

(2) Where tbe government building concerned has more rbao one :f'Jag pole, the Union 
tlag shall also be flown at that building on the occasion of Her Majesty's visit. 

Ma»J>er of flyillg flags required or ptl' .;.jtted to be flown by regulatio11s 2, 3 or 4 

5. -( 1) Where regulation. 2, 3 or 4 requires or permits the flying of a flag at a 
government building, the flag i.n question shall be flown at full mast, provided that.: 

(a) '1/here regulatioo. 2(4) or 3(2) requires or permits the flying of a flag in 
addition to the Union tlag. that flag shall not be flown in a superior position to 

the Union flag~ and 
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(b) wher~ regulation 4 requires the flying of the Rcya.l Standard and the 
Union Flag, the Royal Standard ~balJ be flown in a superior po~ition. 

(2) Where regulation 2. 3 or 4(2) requires or permits the fly itig of a flag at a 
government buildjng, it shall be flown from 8am until ~L1nsec on the day in question. 

(3) \Vhere regulation 4( 1) requires the Royal Standard to be flown at a govemmenc 
building, it shall be flown wbilsc Her Majesty is present in the building. 

Flying of flags at half ma« 

6. Following the death of a member ot' the Royal Family, or cf a serving or former 
Prime Minister of the United Kin~dom_ the Union tlag shall be flown at half mast ar the 
government buildings specjtled in Part I of !he Schedule. on such days as may be 
notified in the Belfast Gazette. 

Discretion to Dy flags at government bui.lcJings 

7. Where regulation 2(1). 2(2). 3(1) or 6 requires or permir.s the Union flag to be 
flown at a gover!unent b11i]ding, or where regula.tion 4(1) requires the Royal Standard 
to be flown at such a building, the Union flag m.a)' be flown in tbe same manner on the 
same day at any other govemn,ent building. 

8.. Where regulation 2(4) or 3(2) requires or permits the flying ot" a flag in addition rn 
the Union flag ac a government bUilding, that tlag may be flown in rhe same IIUlIUlCr oil 
the same day at any other government building which has more than one t1agpole. 
provided that the Union flag ls also flown. 

Prohibition on the flyi4g of flags other tban ha accordance with the llegulatiom 

9.. Except as provided by these Regulations. no flag shall be flown a.t any government 
building at any time, 

One of Her Majesty's Principal Secrer:aries of State 

Dated 

3 

28/10 '00 10:46 TX/RX NO. 2142 PD4 

26 / 10 ' 00 THU 10 : 09 [TX/ RX NO 9068] 14) 00 4 

© PRONI DFP/28/16/13



10 ' 00 11:19 FAX 
~c;.1000 10: 41 FR0'1: T0:028 9025 5700 

SCHEDULE 

PARTl 

SP£CIF•ED GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS 

Ade~ ide Ho·ose, Adelaide Street, Belfast. 

Castle Buildings, Scormom ~Ut~l Belfast. 

Churchill House. Victorja Sq1Jare, Belfast. 

CJ.aTence Court? 10-18 Adelaide Street., Belfast. 

Dtl.nd.ona\d l-Io·use. Upper Newtow.nar& Road, Bolfast. 

Ncther\eigh Hou~. Massey Avenue, Belfast. 

Rathgnel Ho'Qsc, Balloo Road, Banior, C011nr:y Down. 

PARTil 

Regulation 2 

DAYS ON WHICH THE UNION 'FLAG IS TO BE FLOWN AT FULL MAST 

10••1 January Birthday of the Count.es~ of Wessex 

6'11- February Her Majestyi s Acccs~ion 

19(]1 Febn1ary Binhday of the Duke of Yotk 

A day in March tc be notified Commonwealth Day 
by publication in lb~ Belfast Chictte 
on or before :311

' January annually 

10°~ March Birthday of the tarl of Wessex 

17th March St Pklttick• s Day 

211'1 April Birthday of :Her Majesry cli.e Quccu 

9'h May Europe Oa.y 

A day in June t0 be naritied Official Celebration. ot' Her Mi:1jtsey
1
s BJ.nbdAy 

'by publlcarion in the Bel:tan ~2ettt 

on or before 31 '1 January a..ru:nially 

26/10 '00 10:46 TX/RX NO. 2142 

LgJ u ~ 
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la] 06 
P.006-'007 

2nJ June 

4LIL August 

Corouation Day· 

Birth.day oftl1.e Duke of Edinburgh 

Birthday of Her ~icsty Queen Ei.abeth 
The Queea. Mcthet 

15,,, August 
BinhdaY of The Princess Iloyal 

Birthday of The P·dnce9~ Mn.tgar~ 

12iri Noverubet 2000 and, in ll emenibran~e Da.y 

su.bsequem years, a Sunday in 
No~em.ber to be noti~d by publ1.~ati0n 
in the Bel.fast Gazette on or before 
3 1 "- January a.nT\'l) 3)) Y 

14 1.h N ove11.\k>et 
BU'th.da.y of The Prince of Wales 

Her M~1esr.y's Wodding U;iy 
lOlh November 

~PLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not pan of th~ ,R.egulati6ns) 

~c Regulations make prowio:n as ta the flying of fla..gs at SOVbtmnent build.1 nga in N orthem 
l:rcland. A boil ding is a gove.J Jtta~ building for this purpo~e if it is wholly or mainly occupied 
by members ot'tht Northern. IreJaud Civil Service (see Arricl.e 3(2) of the Flags (Nor.them 
Ireland) Order 2000 (SI 2000/l 34 '7 (N ,1_3)). Th.o i»3in provisi011S are as follows: 

- regulation 2 requ.irea ~ ·Union tl&g to be flown at the 7 gove1rm.1CJ11 bujJdi11gs listed in 
Part I of the Sdledlile on the days futed in Part ll of the Schedule. The Eu.rQ{'eaD t1ag 
must be flo9Jll in addition to the Union f!Ag on Europe cay a-i aDJ' of tl1osc. builwni,i 
which have more than one flagpole . The ·union flag mu...c;;t also be flown on the da)'S 

spec.:i6ed m the Schedule at any othe-r g0vernmen1 building wheTe it was the ·praai.ce lO 

fly it on notified days (defined in. re~larion 2(3)) in the 12 n1onth period tmding on 30\h 

November 1999. 

... regulation 3 allows th.e Union £lag to be tlawn at a government building dllring a VlSit 
by a Heaa of St;ua other UL.-m Her Majesty the Queen; if 'the building bein3 vuit.ed has 
more t11an one flag pole;, the national flag of the cmumy of the visiting Head of State 

-

may al.so be flown. 

rcgul ation 4 requires i:h.e Royal Sta11dard to be flown at a govommctit building durina a 
~isit by Her Majesty the Qn.ee-ll.. The Royal Standard is to be flown only while Her 
l\.!ajesty is in the building (Tegulation ·5) and l'l'\USt be flown in a superior position to th.e 
Union flag if it is also flown during the wit (mandatory for buildings ~ o,ore than 
011e f1agpote : regulation 4(2))-
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.regulation S makes detailed provision as rhe manner of flying :flags required or 
pcrmia.ed ro b@ frown by regulations 2, 3 or 4. 

regulation 6 requires the flying ot the Union tlag at half mast ar the gove.rnrnent 
buildings specified in Pan I of the Sc.becbllc following the death of~ member of the 
Ro~al Family, 01' of a serving 0£ tanner Prime Millister of the United Kin~dorn. !be 
days or days on which flags are m be tlowu on such occasions are to be Dotified at the 
.relevant time by publica.tion in the Belt"ast Gaiette. 

regulatio•o 7 allows the Union ttag co be tlown ar go'1ernment buildings not specified in 
Part I of the Sch&:iule~ or required to fly it by reiU1ation 2(2), both on the days 
specified in Pan ll of the Sc.hcd~, and (at half maff) on an occasion of mourning as 
9.rovided tor in regulation 6. It also allows rhe Union :flag robe flown on the occasion 
of a visit by Her Majesty or by snother Heijd of State, at government buildings other 
dun that or chose being ~lsited. 

re1:11latiou 8 allows the Eu:r.ope:ao rlag to he tlown alongside the Union flag on Europt 
day, nt a govern.rnem build.mg '00t ~ecified in Pm I of the Schedule. It also allows the 
.national flag ot~ a ,gisjtiag bead of state to be :tl0wn a.longs.ide the Onion flag on the 
ocea~inn of a v.isir by a Ht&d of State Qthcr tm,n Her Majesty·, at , government bllllding 
ofbe:r than that 0r those being wlsited. 

regulation 9 prohibits the flying of tlags at government b11ildings other than as 
provided tor by the Re~ations. 
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