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FROM: NIGEL HAMILTON cc: Joe Pilling (B&L)
A4 October 2002

JONATHAN PHILLIPS
DAVID COOKE
ROSALIE FLANAGAN
DENIS McCARTNEY

SPECIAL ADVISERS AND PRIVATE OFFICES

Within OFMDFM we have been taking forward work on the question of Special
Advisers and Private Offices. | am particularly grateful to Rosalie and Denis for their
examination of all the earlier papers.

| attach a suggested note which | might send to the Secretary of State, to form the

basis for a discussion with Senior colleagues. | would be grateful for any comments
you might have by Wednesday lunchtime, so that | could submit the final paper to
the Secretary of State by close of play on Wednesday.

m\%\ S

NIGEL HAMILTON
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| intend if necessary to review these arrangements at the end of June and
in doing so will take account of the political circumstances prevailing at

that time.

If you have any particular comments to make about these proposals |
should be glad to hear about them and if you require any further
information about the arrangements either John Semple or

Tony McCusker will be happy to meet you and explore any issues.

PETER MANDELSON MP

Trimble/SOFS/14 4
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Under suspension it is simply a matter for the Secretary of State to sign
a new scheme.

It has to be said, however, that the use of the scheme for these
purposes, like the continued use of the scheme itself in suspension, is
not without question, but there is substance in the argument that it

could be lawfully adapted in the circumstances of the duties of
Assembly members in suspension.

Employment by the Assembly Commission

7. Section 40(4) of the 1998 Act requires the Assembly Commission, the
functions of which are now exercisable by the Secretary of State, to
provide the Assembly with the property, staff and service required for
the Assembly purposes. It is stretching the interpretation of “Assembly
powers” to use the Assembly Commission to employ advisers to former
Ministers for the purpose of advice to them during suspension.

Denis McCartney

DENIS McCARTNEY

DiieC 2003 OCT. 305 1E
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