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RESTRICTED

DETI used a questionnaire to determine the level of resilience planning key
stakeholders in NI have in place against major power outages. This survey
was part of a UK wide enquiry into how infrastructure would be affected by
power failure. Forthe purposes of this survey, the questionnaire was sent to
three basic types of organisation - Private Infrastructure, Central Government
and Local Government. DETI are members of the Infrastructure Emergency
Planning Forum (IEPF) and this was used as one of the means of contacting
interested bodies. In addition, DETI met with key food retailers (Tesco and
John Henderson & Co Ltd) to discuss their plans.

The questions in the questionnaire were broken into five basic headings:

(i) handling power failures;
(i) backup generators;

(iii) main supplies;

(iv) technical issues; and
(V) communications.

The responses to the survey were mostly favourable with key private sector
organisations and Central Government having back up generators in place.
However several weaknesses have been identified, most notably the capacity

of local Councils to deal with a major outage. This is something which DETI
will need to raise with the Councils and NIE.

Recommendation

[ | have attached an analysis of the outages survey. It is recommended that

you note the analysis of the outages survey before it is forwarded to CCS
via OFMDFM’s Central Emergency Planning Unit.

DAVID MCCUNE
Communications Division
Ext 29422
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