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PS/SECRETARY OF STATE (B&L)

FROM: PS/MR VIGGERS

MacBRIDE CAMPAIGN: RESOURCES

Following Mr Fell's submission of 13 January and the note of 20 January from
PS/Mr Stanley, the Secretary of State asked for a review of the costs associated

with the measures agreed to fight the MacBride campaign in the US.

As the Secretary of State will recall, the measures set out in Mr Fell's
submission were agreed at the meeting at Hillsborough on 24 November. At that
meeting, three options were considered - seeking to reach an accommodation with
MacBride, taking a minimalist approach to the issue or adopting a more
professional approach to the campaign - and it was agreed that it was necessary
to continue to fight it as professionally as possible. Officials were asked,
however, to draw up a set of measures which would substantially reduce the
envisaged cost of fl.4m. The measures set out in Mr Fell's submission of

13 January represented a reduction on this figure of over 60% to £550,000.

The breakdown of these reduced costs was:

(i) Use of Professional lobbyists £150,000
(ii) Use of NI Spokespersons £330,000
(1iii) Visits to NI by Influential US politicians, etc £30,000
(iv) Use of Externalluonitoring Agent £40,000

(There was in addition a DRC cost of £112,000 within DED, which DED intends to

meet through re-allpcation of its existing DRC resources - which are already

under itense pressure.)
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promotional budget to help fund the MacBride counter-measures. 1f DFP are
unable to assist, DED accept that the entire funding for the MacBride effort
will have to be found from within the DED allocation. Mr Stanl)2y has indicated

that he is content with these arrangements,

Mr Viggers is satisfied with the measures and costings proposed by officials and

would ask the Secretary of State to approve the revised costings outlined in

this minute.

Qcﬁu @}m@bﬁ{

GEORGINA
PS/Mr Viggers

16 February 1988
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