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5] THERRN IRELAND: THI EsX1 STEPS 18 THE UNITED STATES

Fulowing the Secretary cf State’s retu-a from HBorth tnericsa,. out

241 as<ador wrote setiiry cut his own personal views cr., the be &t way
to take Rorthern Ireian? issues further in the USA., Sit Anto:y’s
main concern was with courtering t he Ma:Bride campaigr., and ile
Setretary of State has row replied on this question, But he also
raised other issves, (or which the Secretary of State procmised to

write separately), with wrich this submission 38 concerned.

s These issues werel

{a) *Tplks 2%wout t=lks'. Rather sprprisingly, Sir Astony
appeared to think that intelligent Anericzn oplnion
would be surprised if they petzred out. Zlearly wse
cannot tvll him that his worries are groandless,
althoughﬂwe,cgq reassure him that the talks are still
going on ‘Bn-_, wore important in this contzxt that the

fundamental principles on which our policies are based
gemain unchanged;

The Inte:nntional Fund, where the prodlzu 1S, and
yemains, corvincing those on the Hill that the
Ynternatione) Pund remains politically "sexy’ enough Lo

vote additicnal resources, in the light 1ot only now of
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4. I attach a self-explanstory draft lelter which makes the above

points. (The draft was held up to tske account of the latest talks

and the extradition i1&sue.)
P

(Signed by E llagee)

P H BELL
7 December 1987

(}pproved by Mx Bell and migned in his ahsence)
s
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prift letter for Signsture by the Secietery of State, tc:
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BORTHL 2R IRELAND: THE REXT STEFS IR TEE IR TN STATES

vo1 wrate to me on & Ostcbe. Follouwirg ¥, vasil to the United

St ates, setting oul Youl OW! views on tne b25t wWay of taking f:rward
Bo-thern Ireland wattecs in the United 5¢tes. 1 huve replied
separat=ely about the ralrn s:bject of ycur letter, MacBride, but you
alsc touched on a number of otber matters with which @y preser.!
letter is concerned.

1. 1 was interested >a your conswant that informed An«ricans Lecve
been paying particular atteation to the ":-2lks abiout talks® whizth we
have had with the two Unionist leaders, 83 that =if {(these talxs)
fai), the sense of puczlzmeat will be great...” 1 have of course
always made clear thac ttass talks were pirely exploratory and that
develcpment from them into eore substantive discussicns was nevear
guararteed. Kow, of course the Enniskillen atrocity has macde the
climate for cnnstructiye dialogue even aCIC Aifficult: although the
'ealks sbout talks®' s:i11 continue - therg was a meeting in early
Decemter and there cold in theory be ancther before the end of the
year - it would be Jﬂufae to expect thea tO jead tC 2ny dramatic
initictive. I hope, ~owcver, that the fim action which we will
contirve to take on trne security tront will in due corrse reassure
the mzjority community ard instil sufficient confidence in theirx
representatives to talk eventually about matters nf s bstance. But
it is clear that, at least in tbe short term, there is unlikely to
be progress on the political development fFront.
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4 . You also vefer to the International Funmd. 1Y fully take your
point that if we are to be in with a chance of securing a fourth
year of fundiqgnffom the US in FY 89 then we nust cffer inpressiva
evidence of concrete 1asylts on the ground which have flowed frenm
the Ffirst two tranches., I know that this consideration is Very BRuc
in the wind of the Bourd Chairmen snd his colleagues; anong other
things Charles Brett intends to visit the US again early next year
to explain what has been achieved. (In that conteat the Boa:d of
the Fund will be piepucing promotional literature highlighting a
selection of projects supported by the Fund.) Since you wrote, we
have of course learat of the possibility thal the grant in FY 88
mi1ght be reduced fiom 835 mi1llion to $20 millioa, though i1t now
seems likely that the $35M will after all be preserved (as reporte:
in your telno 2651). ¥We are most grateful for this outcome which ]
Rln Sure owes a grest ceasl to your efforts.

S . You also refer to the zdministretion of justice in the

Provionce. I have Low written to Tom Donahuve and Joe Kennedy

covering this poink, among others, in some detail. You also have F(
Telno 1798. Please let me know 3f you feel that this material stil.
leaves any questions unanswered. My own view is that the canpaign
for three-judge colrty never had nuch pbjective merit and was never
pursued with much eathusiasm by 1esponsible nationalist opinion. 1.
s for the moment na the wane -~ although we may not have heard the
last either of it, or more important in the long run lack of
nationalist confidence in the administration af justice generally,
I should naturally be glad to hear if there was new evidence of any
other guestions atiracting moixe widespread interest in the US.

A

6. I am sending 2 copy of this letter to Geofirey Howe.

JT3316.
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