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1. I hope you will not find the enclosed copies of an articl€ guwf—
in 'The Irish People' ("a weekly newspaper advising readers iji¢vhﬂ
the harshness of the British misrule in occupied Ireland") and '
of an item in 'The Irish Lobby’ (the organ of Fr Sean McManus's
Irish National Caucus) too alarming. Although they emgpate
from the extreme greenfringe of Irish-America, they are a sign
of things to come as the 1988 elections approach,and candidates
compete for the votes of the 44 million Americans who claim

Irish descent.

2. As I discussed with Stephen Leach on the telephone last
week, I should like to recommend to the Ambassador that he
write to each of the (12) main Presidential candidates,
-registering the British Government's interest 1in, and respons-
ibility for, Northern Ireland, and describing our policy in a
number of key areas. Taking my cue from Assemblyman Dearie's
menu for his Irish-American Presidential Issues Forums, 1
suggest the Ambassador's letter, Or preferably 1its enclosure (s),
might touch on the following subjects:

(a) the Anglo-Irish Agreement;
(b) the International Fund for Ireland;

(c) UK/US extradition issues, including the supplementary
treaty;

(d) fair employment (depending on our policy at the time) ;
~and

(e) the administration of justice.

3. Rather than covering all the subjects in one pantechnicon
letter, a neater way of traversing this waterfront would be
for the Ambassador to write a relatively brief letter (possible
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FF draft enclosed) covering a separate briefing booklet/pack. We
understand that the COI are in the process of revising the
booklet entitled "Northern Ireland: A Brief Survey", and they
hope that this will be ready in a month. If this is so, and
if you judge the revised booklet to be suitable, then it would
seem to us to be a serious candidate for enclosure. Otherwise,
we should need to produce something tailor-made; and we should
obviously need separate self-contained briefs, in digestible E
form, on any of the subjects not covered in the booklet.

4, Perhaps you could let me know soon what you think of this,
and what you and the COI think may be possible. The pressure
{x( on candidates is likely to be most intense during the primary
campaigns in the early months of 1988, particularly around
March (Super Tuesday and St Patrick's Day) and April (the New
York Primary). We should therefore aim to get this material
to the candidates no later than the beginning of the year if it
is to be in time to influence the formation of their positions.
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L Cowper-Coles

CC:

(with enc)

T J B George Esqg, RID, FCO
R J S Muir Esqg, Information Dept, FCO
P J Fowler Esq, NAD, FCO

R Bone Esqgq, RD, FCO
R Wilson Esgq, DED, BELFAST (L

Chancery, DUBLIN
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TO: The Hon George Bush Copies to:
George Bush for President Campaign Headquarters

SUBJECT: NORTHERN IRELAND
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-J 1. As you know, Northern Ireland is partoof the ¢
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4 affairs at home and overseas thus falls to the BrltlSh

1l Government.
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United Kingdom, and responsibility for the prov1nce s

2.

As the Presidential election campaign develops,
you and your fellow candidates will no doubt be asked

to declare your position on issues affecting_the people

of Northern Ireland. I am writing now to register the

British Government's 1nterest 1n the Btaﬁﬁs whieh you
0.8 ’-"*}fi-:-

may take on those 1ssues,:and to offer our he p in

briefing you and your staff on the situation in

Northern Ireland.

Enclosures - flag(s)...........

3. I enclose a short booklet deooribing'iénumber'of
key Northern Ireland issues, and hope that your staff
will not hesitate to be in touch with mine should you

require any further information.
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