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FROM: David Woods

Head of Curriculum & Post Primary Review

DATE: 16 January 2004

Jane Kennedy

cC see distribution below

ANNOUNCEMENT ON COSTELLO

Objective: To provide further material associated with the

launch, for your consideration.
Timescale: ' URGENT. _ |

Recommendation: That you consider the enclosed material -

(Commons Statement and Newspaper article) and
let us have any amendments required.

- That you agree to the proposed letters to other
Education Ministers and to your local Ministerial

colleagues.

Presentational Issues: This is part of the overall launch strategy, in which

EIS colleagues are closely involved.



Background

[n anticipation of clearance of the text of the announcement, we have prepared
the enclosed draft Commons Statement and newspaper article. The latter will

appear 1n the News Letter and Irish News on the morning after the launch.

2. You are also due to meet Charles Clarke next Tuesday afternoon to
update him on our plans. We have been 1n touch with his officials to
assist them in providing suitable briefing. In so doing, we have

provided them with an advance copy of the Commons statement

(explaining that it 1s draft only, pending your clearance). As well as

being a succinct way of explaining what we are about, this 1s
particularly relevant to them in that, when the statement issues, 1t will

likely be the basis on which any subsequent questions arise for DIES.

. The draft newspaper article has also had the benefit of drafting input
from Press Office.

. As a matter of courtesy, and also so that they can respond on an
-informed basis to any issues raised in their respective jurisdictions, we
need to provide advance copies of the report and our main ‘lines-to-
take’ to the other 3 Education ministers. In addition, direct rule
Ministers need to be up to speed, as they could easily be doorstepped
about aspects of the announcement. Two template letters with which
the material would issue to Education Ministers and NI Ministers are

attached for clearance. We would aim to get these out by no later than

the middle of next week.




5. A draft press release is currently in hand and will be forwarded as soon

as possible. It can be cleared as part of the pre-brief/rehearsal session

next week. There are also some remaining items of background

briefing which will be included in the final briefing pack.

David Woods
& 590427

Email: david.woods@deni. gov.uk

cc Gerry McGinn
Eddie Rooney
Stephen Grimason
John McKervill
Jill Garrett
Leslie Ashe
Jacqui McLaughlin
Lorraine Finlay
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~ Northemn Ireland is fortunate in having highly trained, committed and protessional
teachers. They are well placed to provide the educational opportunities that will
address the needs, aptitudes, interests and aspirations of all pupils. We need to
prepare pupils for life and work in a modern technological world and a global
economic market where the pace of change is accelerating. My decisions create the

conditions to take this forward, to raise standards for all pupils and provide the
world-class education they rightly deserve.

Notes:
e The Report of the Post-Primary Working Group (Costello Report) 1s available
on the Department of Education website: www.deni.gov.uk/pprb

o A leaflet summarising the Minister’s decisions is being distributed to every
household in Northern Ireland.
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IN CONFIDENCE

This letter should issue to:

Secretary of State
Angela Smith
John Spellar

Ian Pearson January 2004

REVIEW OF POST-PRIMARY EDUCATION: ANNOUNCEMENT OF
FUTURE ARRANGEMENTS

I will be making an announcement on future post-primary arrangements in
Northern Ireland on 26 January. In advance of my announcement please find

enclosed a copy of my statement and the advice which I received from the Post-

Primary Review Working Group (Costello Group). I have also enclosed lines to

take on some of the key issues which may be useful should you be asked for

comment. I know you will appreciate the need for complete confidentiality until

after my announcement.

As you will be aware, this announcement marks the culmination of a long period

of debate and consultation and will attract a high level of interest over the

coming weeks.

[ trust you will read the report and my statement on future post-primary
arrangements with interest. If you or your departmental officials need any

assistance in dealing with any queries please contact the Private Office in the

Department of Education.

RT HON JANE KENNEDY

Minister with responsibility for Education

N:\Costello Report\Letter to NIO Ministers.doc
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