% strong, Kathleen (DCAL)

From: Tony.Whitehead @sibni.org

Sent: 23 January 2004 11:45

To: Armstrong, Kathleen (DCAL)

Cc: Jack.Layberry @ dfpni.gov.uk; Palmer, Jack; Flynn, Tom
Subject: Re: Sports Stadium - Draft Business Plan Terms of Reference

—— o
o

DraftStadiumBriefT

OR.doc
Kathleen

Updated Business Plan Terms of Reference for Carol's perusal on Monday
morning. You will particularly note the additional paragraph within the

Report/Output section relating to data for a later Economic Appraisal. If
she needs to discuss, I'm around all day x88201.

Tony W

(See attached file: DraftStadiumBriefTOR.doc)
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Department of
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and Leisure

www.dcalni.gov.uk

 News Release

23 January 2004

ANGELA SMITH TO EXPLORE THE VIABILITY OF A NEW STADIUM

Sports Minister, Angela Smith, MP, is commissioning a robust business
plan to finally decide whether a major sports stadium for Northern

Ireland would be commercially viable.

The Minister said: “For years there has been argument and debate about
such a stadium and | believe it is now time to see whether the figures
stack up. The three sports which would be most closely involved in any
future project - soccer, rugby and Gaelic games - are currently looking
at their future needs and that is why | want to explore the issue in

greater detail.”

The Minister explained that the exercise would examine issues such as the
commitment of the three sports to such a stadium, the level of capital
Investment required and long-term sustainability, including ownership,

management and operation.

She added: “After discussing the issue with my Ministerial colleague,
lan Pearson, | have asked the Strategic Investment Board (SIB), which
has been set up to advise on Northern Ireland’s infrastructure, to carry

out this work immediately.

“l want to make it clear, however, that this does not commit the
Government to building a stadium. | just want to establish in principle

whether the project is commercially viable and for that reason the
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consultants’ brief will not, at this stage, include the examination of

possible sites where a stadium might be built.”

The exercise will be managed by SIB Strategic Adviser Tony Whitehead, who

was part of the financial team working for the Mayor of London that, two years

ago, put together the final public funding package that turned around and
rescued the Wembley Stadium project. SIB expects to report back to the

Minister with a firm answer by the end of May.
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