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have been in touch with the Association to reinforce DCAL’s requirements and to

advise them again on how these should be addressed.”
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A DCAL spokesman said:

“Government has made very clear its willingness to help the

overall health of the game and has secured public funds to do
just that through, for example, the Soccer Strategy and the

Safety at Sports Grounds scheme.

“But the running of the sport is a matter for the IFA, and the
securing of any public resources that are invested, whether in
football in general, or stadiums in particular, is dependent,
among other things, on the IFA providing specific information

necessary to ensure the safeguarding of taxpayers money.

“DCAL is aware that UEFA has minimum criteria for
international soccer games, including tournaments. That is
why, when the IFA brought just such an issue to the then
sports minister over eighteen months ago, they were asked to
provide specific information to help us to progress the case.
In addition, the Department gave the IFA guidance on how
they might get assistance in the task if they needed it. The

information has still not been received by the Department.

“I can also confirm that last week, on receiving a message
from the IFA about their concerns over UEFA's criteria, the

Department arranged to discuss the issue with the IFA

immediately.

“I have to stress that DCAL has been consistently willing to

respond to approaches from the IFA about its concerns on




soccer. However, in order to give any material help, the

Department needs appropriate, timely and full responses from

the body responsible for running the sport.”
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