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To:  Angela Smith See Copy Distribution Below

NATIONAL SPORTS STADIUM

Summary

Issue: DCAL’s current position on the National Stadium issue.

Timescale: Urgent.

Presentational Issues: There is ongoing media interest in the National Stadium
issue and you can only expect this to increase over time.

There will be mounting pressure on DCAL to clarify the
way forward. The first matter to consider is what option
you ultimately wish to pursue, ie a multi-sport National
Stadium or separate provision for the major sports.
(Cleared by the Press Office.)

It is recommended that you should, in the first instance,
have a discussion with officials on the issues generally.
There will be an opportunity arising for a briefing session
on 3 April. As part of the briefing a range of options for
moving forward should be considered.

Recommendation:

Over the past few weeks, one of Northern Ireland’s leading daily newspapers, ‘“The
Belfast Telegraph’ has been running a series of articles on the subject of a National
Stadium. So far, the ‘Telegraph’s’ Sports Editor, John Laverty, who is responsible for
the series, has been concentrating on why Northern Ireland might need a Nationa
Stadium. More recently, though, he has begun to consider the question of how “‘the

authorities”, particularly Government, might go about developing such a facility. He

proposes 2 options — a fully Government funded scheme or a privately financed

PS/NC/Min to Minister re National Stadium




© PRONI DCAL/14/1/2A



© PRONI DCAL/14/1/2A



© PRONI DCAL/14/1/2A



PS/NC/Min to Minister re National Stadium




© PRONI DCAL/14/1/2A



whether or not you should completely rule out the possibility of a National

Stadium and, 1f so, what alternatives can be considered:

» whether or not the entire question should be revisited and, if so, how best the

matter can be moved forward.
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