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LINES TO TAKE

Recognise your interest in a very great range of matters in Northern

Ireland, particularly the operation of North/ South Bodies.

Very happy to respond to your Parliamentary Questions as quickly and

as fully as 1s possible. It may perhaps be helpful to meet Ministers and
officials face-to-face, and I know that Angela Smith has agreed to meet

you later tonight.

Some of your questions require a number of departments and agencies

to liaise on a response and this has caused delays, but we are working to

reduce these delays to the minimum.

In the case of the three Questions that were not accepted by the Table
Office, there really was nothing further that the Government could add —
and that was made clear in the previous answers. Again, I am sure that
Ministers and officials of the departments involved would be happy to

discuss the issues involved, face-to-face.
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A decision paper for increased budget provision for the Language Body
(on the basis of revised business plans provided by both Agencies of the
Body) was signed by Ministers North and South on 6 November 2003,
under the exchange of notes of 19 November 2002.

The 2004 budget process for the Language Body has not yet completed all
of its stages. Lord Laird is therefore not aware of the proposed budget.

We are proposing a budget based on last year’s revised figure, together
with an inflationary uplift. This is in line with the care and maintenance

mode in which cross-border bodies are currently operating under Direct
Rule.

The Ulster-Scots Agency originally submitted a business plan for 2004
based on a virtual doubling of its funding, and Lord Laird will therefore
be disappointed when he sees what the Agency will actually get.

However, the Agency’s CEO, George Patton, was told at a meeting in
October that while the 2004 budget had not yet been set, he should plan
on the basis of the revised 2003 budget plus an inflationary uplift.




REQUEST TO PLACE DOCUMENTATION IN THE LIBRARY

* Lord Laird has frequently asked for all documentation including e-mails,
letters memoranda and minutes of meeting concerning discussions in

relation to the Language Body budgets and decisions made by Ministers
under the Exchange of Notes of 19 November 2002.

The Secretary of State agreed that only the record of decisions (extracted
from Interim procedures papers which were signed by the Ministers) would
be placed in the Library. This is done at regular intervals.

The rationale for not releasing all the papers is that a total compliance with
the request would, in practice, include papers held by sponsoring
departments of the 6 Implementation Bodies and Tourism Ireland Limited,
Finance Departments and NSMC Secretariat. The papers held by
Departments and the Secretariat, in addition to the Interim procedures
papers, contain internal discussion, policy advice to Ministers and views of
officials, which it will not always be appropriate to make public under
exemption 2 (internal discussion and advice) of Part 2 of the Code of
Practice on Access to Government Information. However to determine
which parts of these documents it would be appropriate to release would
require a commitment of a significant amount to staff time.
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