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Ireland and beyond’. DCAL he explained state that they cannot do
anything outside the island of Ireland and when venture to do events
outside they remove the ‘and beyond’ wording. Minister would
investigate the matter. He then referred to the new HQ for Foras na
Gaelige adding that she would have to sign this off also which would
not follow the care and maintenance policy. He suggested she speak
to Eamon O’Cuiv as soon as possible.

Angela Smith confirmed that she hoped to meet Minister O’Cuiv in the
near future.

Lord Laird then referred to the rocky political situation again. He then
added that he hoped for a better relationship with Carol Moore and
Aideen McGinley, which would result in him not having to table PQ’s.

Angela Smith replied by explaining that their difficulties with DCAL
did not mean their work was not valued, the problems were purely
financial/accountability issues. She explained that staff have to be
taken off their other duties in order to respond to the huge number of
PQ’s. She then quoted the number of PQ’s tabled to date.

Lord Laird explained that the PQ’s were creating very hard work for
him also. He suggested that he remove himself from the equation that
George Patton should meet with staff in DCAL instead of him. (Quote:
They run when I come). He added that it was his enthusiasm that
drove him on. He concluded that there would be no more PQ’s if
George Patton can build a good relationship with DCAL. He then
offered to write a letter of apology to those staff he had upset.

Angela Smith explained that this was not necessary. She agreed to
forward a note of points that were agreed for action. She would

ensure a meeting with Bryan Davies and other officials would be
arranged as soon as possible.

TERESA HEWITT
Private Secretary
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