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From: Bradley, Carol on behalf of Connor, Colette
Sent: 15 March 2005 11:37

To: McMullan, Alan; Maxwell, Mark -
Subject: FW: Any comments?: Proposed response to OLAF re tag switching PA/(

Importance: High 977/
s i %/05

Proposed response tagswitching.doc

to OLAF re t...
Hi Folks,

I am forwarding this on behalf of Colette who is in a meeting all day

Thanks
Carol

Original Message
From: Glover, Marie On Behalf Of McKibben, Liam
Sent: 15 March 2005 10:54
To: Connor, Colette; Davey, Kate; McMaster, Colette

Subject: Any comments?: Proposed response to OLAF re tag switching
Importance: High

Ladies,
To see - any comments please.
Thanks.

Marie
for Liam

Original Message
From: Brid.Cannon [mailto:Brid.Cannon@agriculture.gov.ie]
Sent: 14 March 2005 14:20
To: McKibben, Liam
Cc: Steel, Mike
Subject: Proposed response to OLAF re tag switching

<<tagswitching.doc>>
Liam
Commission (OLAF) contacted us late last year on foot of a newspaper
report covering an investigation into alleged tag switching and illegal
cross-border activity. As it happens the investigation stemmed from a
joint initiative by the enforcement teams north and south. We have
prepared the attached draft response to the Commission. Grateful if you
would have a look at it and let me know your views.
Regards
Brid Cannon
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The information contained in this email and in any
attachments is confidential and is designated solely

1




'l

for the attention and use of the intended recipient(s).
is information may be subject to legal and professional

o} ege. If you are not an intended recipient of
this 11, you must not use, disclose, copy,
distri®te or retain this message or any part of it.
If you have received this email in error, please
notify the sender immediately and delete all copies of

this email from your computer system(s).
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identification and tracing system at livestock marts. Indeed prior to the investigation,
modifications were already being considered to ensure that all operators involved in
bovine animal movements were captured onto the database. A new systematic
inspection system has since been introduced at livestock marts to check the veracity
of declarations made as regards the destination of animals and to ensure that third
party details are notified to the central database.

In addition, a systematic inspection system is also being introduced in respect of
dealers in bovine animals focussed in particular on the operations of dealers without
premises.

A project is also in hand to introduce an online cattle movement notification system at
livestock marts, incorporating pre-clearance of animals against the database before
movement is permitted to take place. Moreover, it is the intention over the coming
months to intensify targeted checks against a number of specific marts.

The authorities on both sides of the border are very satisfied with the outcome of the joint
investigation. It has demonstrated in practical terms the value of co-operation and co-
ordination of activities. The Irish authorities are in the process of examining the papers to
assess whether there are sufficient grounds for prosecution in respect of the activities carried
out within our jurisdiction. We understand that the authorities in Northern Ireland are also
initiating prosecutions.

Yours sincerely

Brendan Gleeson
Principal Officer
Finance Division
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