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e & The funding will benefit all communities in an equitable and

balanced way, while focusing more particularly on those areas and

sections of the population suffering most acute deprivation. The

priority areas for support are urban and rural regeneration,

employment, cross-border development and social inclusion.

Ministerial Responsibility

Legal and Procedural Issues

document.

Policy Implications

drawing up a programme with the Commission.

Timetable
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The Rt Hon Sir Patrick Mayhew QC MP
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland
Northern Ireland Office
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4. The Secretary of State for Northern Ireland has primary
responsibility because the proposal is concerned with assistance to
Northern Ireland. The President of the Board of Trade has UK
responsibility for Structural Funds and Community Initiatives.

5is No legal or procedural issues are raised by the deposited

6. The additional package of assistance is welcomed by the
Government. Local interests will be consulted during the process of

s The Commission has since 9 December embarked upon the process
of drawing up guidelines for the programme and Northern Ireland
officials are maintaining close contact with the Commission. Once
that has been done it is proposed to consult widely on the proposals.
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