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Fourth, confidence-building. The Government wants to build confidence on all
sides of the community, based on principles of équality of opportumty, equity of
treatment and parity of esteem. Measures already announced include the
incorporation of the ECHR into domestic law; a review of training opportunities for
young people; a commitment to equality of opportunity in the labour market; a
commitment to legislate this year on the North Report; and a commitment to
implement proposals to develop a policing service capable of securing the support
of the whole community, including a more independent complaints system. In
response to a further point of apparent concern, the Government has always made
clear it has equal respect for the varied cultural traditions of both communities,
including the Inish language and culture. It also recognises the particular

- sensitivities of prisoner issues on all sides.

Conﬁdeﬁce'building is of course a two way street. A genuine and lasting
abandonment of violence would do more to rebuild zcnfidence across the
commurity than any other step. Other paramilitary zctivity such as intimidation
through so-called punishment attacks should also stop, on all sides. This would
help the Government to respond unaginatively in areas such as security force

deployments, and other consequences of the conflict.

Sinn Fein’s concerns were set out in its paper of 10 October. This note answers
those concems fully. An immediate and unequivocal IRA ceasefire is now needed

to enable Sinn Fein to enter the talks as set out above. If Sinn Fein do not enter the

talks, the substantive negotiations will be taken forward in September in any event.
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