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To: Helen Harding 

DVTA HQ 

From: Keith Walsh 

Central Management Branch 

lt:bL 
cc.Mr Magee ,of 2-...

Mr Watson

Telephone: (5)41195

Facsimile: (5)41169 ·..1 0 0 EC ,ss&

,te itc,.;V� t ll� Y¥t,i.. r'

tll.J 1 JI &t-. 

�11,i 11 w J¼, ,, Date: 6 December 1996 

USE OF IRISH LANGUAGE IN ADDRESSES/ OFFICIAL BUSINESS 

You asked about the policy regarding the use of the Irish language in addresses used in 

official business. Your query arises from a request from an ADI that the Irish version of 

Black\vatertown "Portmore", be used in his address on official documents. The 

correspondent has referred to the fact that the Irish version has been used on his driving 

licence issued by DVLNI. 

� .. ,,,, <-.1,_.) V :__, '-' 

I enclose for your information Circular CSC 1/95 which sets out the position clearly in 

paragrapl1 9. Departments should use the English version of all Northern Ireland place names, 

includi11g townlands, towns and counties, in all circumstances. Where doubts arise as .to the 

correctness of a place name, Departments may wish to seek the assistance of Ordnance 

Sur,·e)·. I a copy of a minute giving the relevant contacts in OSNI. 

Earlier this year DVLNI issued an internal memorandum for operational purposes which 

turned out to be in contradiction to the Circular. This memorandum has now been withdrawn. 

The dri,·ing licence in question may have been issued whilst the incorrect memorandum 

applied. 

I hope tl1is clarifies the position. 

Keith Walsh 

Central Management Branch 
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CSE OF IRISH LANGUAGE I�f OFFICIAL BUSINESS 
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the Irish language in official business. 
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5 �he Local Governmen� (Miscellaneous Provisions) 

(No=thern Ireland) O�der 1995 removed the p�evicus prchibitio� 

on District Councils erecting street names 1n any l=ngu�se 

other than English. From 16 May 1995 a council 

version of the scree� name in another language alongside �he 

£nglish name. T 
Ln prac�1ce, the second language �s most likely 
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a9�lication ustng a lawfully adopced non-English street address 
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eg 

Sxamples include no�ification of planning applications, C r l ,, .!.. r. g

licences, official certificates of various types . such

c1�curr.stances the English version of the streec addr�ss �us� be 
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ve:-s.1on at the stree� address �ay also be sho'..1n alongside 
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a��licacion used the I�ish vecs1on.. . rrlh ere a 
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repl ':r' ing :o use a or.:-ase such as 11: understand f !:' Cii1

that vou are 

al�ays reply in E�glish. 

t'eauest1na 
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• • • • • Deoartrnents should

Where a letter in =�ish could have legal implications, 

De�art�ents should exercise special care to ensure that any 

:ranslation accurately reflects the oriainal and that :he 

meaning is clear. To establish cercainty of understand:�g it

may be appropriat� to include a typed copy of the English 

translation with the Department's reply and �o stress cr.ac such 

a reply is based on �he Department's interpretation of the 

original letter as set out in the translation. In some 

circu�st2.nces it may be prudent to delay issuing a subscanrive 

reol 11 1...1ntil the C8r-resoondent. has confirmed that tr,e . . -

c, e � a :-t. me n t: ' s � r c. n s 1 a t:. i o n a cc::.: r a t e l \/ 
• - r.::::iFlo "tS ""'ne- -- --t- L • or.:.gir.al. 

12. Central Secr2tar1a: should be consult:ed if a Oepart�ent

• 1 
.l. ..., 

c e c e 1. \J e s a larae nu�be= of letters 
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in Irish and �ould Eace 

��Gble�s ir. responci�g withi� an acceo�able �imescale, or '-;Jn ere 

� De�ar��ent is of the vie� that an attempt Ls being made to 
-

l1se r.he r::-ish l2.!:gu2.ge 

C2r.':.:.2J. 
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in order ro delav official business. • 

to otter adv�ce on a�y 

as a ccnsequence or 

�! I O , 

; r·., -c.sc;:::,r.- o-= - .  - - ♦ --'- '- !... 

this 

. . . 
ac ........ ,...... ... .:.:. . - - - - \,_,: I • �l, -

seoara�2 guida�=e. 
-

© PRONI ENV/50/1/1 


	ENV_50_1_1~007 2
	ENV_50_1_1~008 1
	ENV_50_1_1~009 1
	ENV_50_1_1~010 1
	ENV_50_1_1~011 1

