
Se <:.W , a.(\l � <Y\ ; n. S 'r a(\::

l )t:.·partrnent of (.:ulture, Arts & Lei. ure
ltflilfl ll 111Q: Mi■ iiil J I I ii tl tu 1 f I I fl F( I lf'7( I U ii I I I t I'. t flfflliif1ff f I I I ;ii ff'. ijli �;'l.,fi I" 1ff I I y 

��-

t 
lnt,:rpomt. 20-2,! Y orl- "tl\'(.'.'(. B,·lfa,t H r l S 1 •\(�

""-1-... ""'="'�-" ,,. - l'"'l: ♦#4.1 l( 1)2x t)t1:?5 xxi r; f: 1��� ➔-- •4Hi ft 1,?K <,tr·); Xf)f J(,

SlJB248/2002 
\ ♦ ...... 

N ei I Lennt)n Es() 
Celtic Footl)all c�tul, 
Celtic f>ark 
GL.t\.SGO\\l 
G4(J 3Itl: 

Scc>t l1111ti 

rvd 

A •-'--:'k' 
4- September 2002

! l1a,1c just rett1r11cd to tl1e office today but ,lur111g n1y ,1bsence� I follo,vcd closely the cvc11ts ir1

Nor1J1cr11 lrcJar1d \Vl1icl1 surrot1r1lied vot1r decisio,1 to retire Ji·or11 i11ten1ational football . ., 

\.\i l1c11 l first 11ei\rd the r1e,vs t11,L1 son1cc>11e sl1ot1 Id 111ake sucl1 a tJ1rcat agai11st a SI)Orlsintm� I 

\\ i1s ,tl)si)lt11ely {1i11,r1tlc(i. Just r1s tl1ere is no place in society for anyone ,vl,o tllreatet1s t11e life 

of :.i11 indi,!itlttal� r1eitl,er 1s tl1erc a 1,lace in sport fur people \vho single 0111 a player for abuse 

because of l1is religio11 or 1t1e clttb 'he 1,lays .for. 

I co11tlerr111 totally the �1c:tions of1l1ose w110 do so .a11<i 1'1avc already called 011 a11yono \\1 ith a11y· 

lmo,\·letigc t)i� tl1e St)t1rce of" tl10 1l1reat issued against yot1 to 1,ass tl1e inforrnatio11 to 1l1e Pol ice

it11111c<.liatcly·. --r·11ere n1ust l'>e t\C) l1itii11g place for these J)COJJ1e. 

Last year .. you disJJlayctJ rer11arkable courage wl1c11 you tlccidcd to co11t111ue playit1g lor 

Nt)r1l1crn Iret,ii1d ,tfier il1at disgraccf1.1l c11isode at \1/i11clsor Park and, ,,fter tl1is latest outrage .. 1

respect a11<l <tpprcciate fl1IJ)'· yotir reasons for 110,\' deciding to bow out of i11tematio11al 

fo£)tl1all. Mosi people it1 the 11t)sitiot1 in \\1 l1icl1 you foutld yattrsclf tl'1at da)' \\·'Oli1d l1ave done 

tlle sa111t.:. (�11ptai11ing yot1r country for tl1e first ti1ne wotild l1ave lJee11 a \·cry ()r lLtd a11d 

t11e111orHl,l� occus1011 for j'C1t1 a11ti at1 t,c.11,ot1r \Vl1icl1 ,vould l1a\·e l)ec11 fltl ly 111eritcd. 

I ,lo l1t,pe that t11e respo11se at1cl n1essages or· support \Vhich you recei\1eti from the VtlSt

111�1j,)rity of tl1c general public ru1<,i the re'1l football supporters l1erc \Vill l1ave been of so111c 

comfort to you and your family. l know that the door to intcnmtional football has been left 

tr()111 1 l1t� �,1 i r\1�t l.:'r
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open for )10tl ff YOllf C j rc11r11sta11ces cl1a11ge itn(i >'l)U feel ,tl.)lc to rcturrt. \\.<.! \Vilt all be 

,ieJ i �hted to \\ elct1111e ,,0
1

.1 l)<1ck. 
,_, .. 

1 1l1�tnl{ yot1 for reprcsentirtg our cot111try \\lith dis1inctio11 a11d \visl1 yott cor1tit1tted success in 

Vt1ltr career . .,, 
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