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PROG�AMIVIE: OF GOVERNMENT 
I 

1. I 2.rr.. i·esponc:.ing to your minute: of 22 December scekii1.g 2. fi1si: concribuci.on fro·m

DRDi m che preparation of a Prograr:nme of C-overnmenc. 
I 

? I arc'.i1:h a short, i.r,jtial input which identifies dire� cros3-curti.i.7.g themes md sees ouc 

four J)RD priority areas.· 
j 

3. I r::cq 1gnise t!1e ne�d to tak:e full account of current public expendirure realicies md 

h I I ' ' • hi h' b - d b h p 
. . . 

,, 

c.. e -��· .a.lJ.c-11..sLup w c nas co e torge eDNeen t. e rogr2.Jnme ana nezonanons

1,vid1 ::he Tre:1s LLrv on the 2000 Soendin2: Revie'h·. Ho�vev:::r, I arn concemed. chac 

h I i. hi� ' 
. 

b 
. 

d • :i -.. I-. 

_. • - • 

P 1 . 
. 

t e 1pproac1 .. w1 en 1s emg a opce ..... co w.e prepar�cron ot t.b.e rogram..rne cou a, tn 

the tii1ne ava:]able, result tn licrle more (r.t.2-.11 u�e 'rolhng fonva.rd of nearlv aU rhe k•�Y ' - -
polic:�es 2.l7.d priorities inherited from Direcr Ruie·and is l,�ss li.\ely co d:::mcnsrra[e 

an"'r Uimo,;-aci ve local t.hin kin2:. - -

G.1.<::·r.: ""'1.ll, in fac c, be m ex pee C3.tion, c.,_½.ac a devo 1 v�c. _j,,_d□i nj s�acicn LS capable o i

m2.ki.1g c real c.i.i.".;erence. Tcie b�s-i2.es3 sector,··tr2.de U.1.7.iOil.5 md lrie volur:rary 

sec:c·r ,.,:ho ,-r� co be consulted r;vill wa.il.t to see ac leasL some si£T1iDcanc c:ia..11�es ir:. 
- -
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priori.r es 211d performance. Each of u.�e _-\ssembly 's Dep2.1T_ue:i.c2.l Co.rn1rur;:�:s 1.,,.-�u 

c:<?e1:1I to b.avc; 2. genuine opportUI1jty to i.n.I1uence u..'le oui:c0rne. 

:5. Tnc: 1i:rnecaole being set looks coo ci.g..i-ic for proper cou..Sultaci.on \Vtu.'1 ochc: 1.r1�:res�.3 

2.nd fCi:� 2.deq1.:ai:e co11sider2ricn co be gi_ ven co r�e sc2e ar:c:. ,.::onpte:(ity of Lhe t5��s 

tnva'.,1 ,:d. ·ni,:::e is a dar12:er ch.3.[ 2. drar1: P::-ogram....rn.e prod1.1�ed irr �[2.!'ch ,;t.,·ii.l be 

over1:11.,nsu-3.i:nec:. by u1i.e tITLrnedia.ce PE £JOS-icion a..11.d h2..,,·e i:O rely :i.e2.vi.l y oc. 2. lc::se

numou ·:r of comrni[Il1encs to review vc:rious oolici.es. T'::1.e o-cuor.unicv {or ::-,.;1i .. 1is(crs... ... .. ,, .. 

co dc .. ,.,,.�lop and pr�sen.c t.h.eir o-;..u proposals -..vill be li:wicec. md. .:he Prc�?.r.L!:1.e for

Govi:UrLmcuc will, ther(:by, be diIL.ii.-rrished consi.der2.bly in v=-1.uc. 

6. I lock forv-1ard. to discussing t.�ese poi.D.ts when �>--e meet on diis matter:. 1 \,vill

mys,:�f be ta...lcing cime over the comin� 'Neek:s to thin..1< .sr:r2.cegjcall'y 2.n.d

innov1lrive ly about: my Depar.mcnt' s responsibilities mci ho,;;r.· 1J.ie c2.n ir.rprove

deliva:ry· of our services.

:vlinistc:r: for Rc�ci.onal Develoomenc 
...... .1. 

: 

' 
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r ri r.rodillt..@ 

l. Tti.ii:; �2.per b.as been prepared m response i:O G.�e f _:-,-L- Df);l 's m.it7.ute of

2�·- )eceu.1bcr to Deoa..ru.1.ertcal 01(inisLers seekirJ.'Z 2. f:-s;: c:onribuci.on in cb.e . -

ore:Jaratio11 of che P.:-o�a_-:ru-e of Goven1IDenL - • -

2. I-c prepw.,1.2: LI-us respori...se: accounc has been calcen of G.½.e need to rel2.E�

J. 

prciucrior_ of ch.e Prograrr1.1--r1e of Government to curre:it public expendiru.r::: 
! 

re31l.ities artd neQ'.otiatioI'...s �ith Iwf Treasurv in L.11.e 1 000 Soendin!2: R�vie'-v. . -
... ... -

. 
Hc�•vvever, \}.ie ha�re sou�hc to avoid usi..r1g this oc::2.sion as part of a PE biddin?:, 

o[c;cess. ,. 
I 

�-t:this inijal sta2:e Li.7. tb.e nreparaci.on of the Pro2:rJJ.-:-..::1e. u.'"le DRD corrm.bution 
- I.. • - 4 

i 
h:.�i deliberacely been presented. briefl:r, and in broad ter.ul.S, which •;vlll perrr,jt 

fu.Jller a:ialysis to be oro-vided '-t.-·hen the overall shane of Eh� Progra.r;-.u.-ne h2.s ,. -

be:p.m to c:merge. 

,' 

Cross-<J11tting t� emes 

Tt ere are a number of woss-cuctin� w.7.emes t.,;:;,·hi.cn will iustifv tl7.clusion in i:hc 
- - , 

F r·Jgr2.E12ne: i...11.cluding Equiry , TSt'i' and Huw...2.Il Rights consideracions. FroITl

()i!ill 's pe:rsnective, chre� oriu12-rv themes are bein£ hi�hli2:hced:-
.. • - ,i - - -

J •. ! . Scrareg,c "P1�nnirg. T'c.e Regione::l Srr2.tegic Framework sb.oulc. :or:i J.

c;::n::ral a__-r1d fundainencal oan: of tl1e Pro2:Tar!l.!.-ne, 5i.nce the Su3.r�-�- v,.:i.li . -
-� 
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pro'-i,ie the over-arch.mg ai--id co-ordinated. fr2.rrre�;vor:<: for che loo.g-ter.n 

spati2J developmenc of>1or1:hern Ireland.. T}:e tezisi2.rion :-ec_1-.1.i�es ��2c c.ll 

Depa:-tmc:nts should Q2.ve re2:2.rd to �1is strJ.ci::�·. D RD has 2.lso 

respor..sibiliry for co-orur.ac...i-ig w.'l.e imp lem.er..cJ.cion or· u�e s-c:-::.regy, 

inclu1iin.g providing appropri2.i:e stracegic pl2r'""'71ng poi1c:✓- guic.mce 3..f:.C.

advice. a.Dd facilic2.Q-:� i:he oublic se::�or in resui:::: of those elene:i.cs of i[S. - ... .. 

stra(e. zies which have a soacial devetonmenc Ders-oe:::cive. The 
- .. - � ... 

irn-plc:mencarion process \vill tinl<: to existing r.vor!<: on city visioP..s (Belr2.5-, 

Derry/Londonderr/, Craig2.v·on and possible otte:- are2.s) and 1.v11l i.I1cluc.e 

the preparation of a sm2.ll number of sub-regional strategies. Ti.1e dr2.C,. 

regicnal srracegy v(.ras published in December 1998; aii.:r aI1 inici2.l 

cons1J.lration oeriod. an .t:.xam ination i.J.'1 Public \Vas held in cb.e autu..i.71!7. of 
A 

• 

·l 999· a reDort from LJ.1.e Ex�-rninacion is due shortlv: oresent intentions ar�., ... .,, . -

to brtng for'-,l,,·ard final propos2ls to tbe A .. ssem.biy in the lace Spring. 

4.2�. ivf odernis1ng Governme:it. .6-.J.1.y fundamental review· of public 

• ..:.1(J.: 00 · .:.  .!J

aci.rrrinistration in �l will 1mn2.ct on DRD' s resnonsibiliries for deli,✓--:::rv of 
.. . - ; 

ics 911blic senic�s and cr:.e measur•�s :r:.c:�ess2.i.-y �o iT.i:1plemenc tb.� region::.l 

stat1:gv. I_ is i.rnnon:ant �½.ac 21:v review· is lhorou£i 2..t:.d comcre::e:isi�,-e, _.., ... .,, 
- .. 

dealing w·ith public se7vi.ces 2.[ all levels - reg:onal, 2.rea, discr:ct �11d 

-c>.,...., • ....,.,llin:r .. T]n� :-"'vie"·· ··ooul-\ cov""- ;-5•1:;,s o :: ooh c. ,--=-' �na.· h,-,-.-r.ci·::ii I... l.i.._.:.L l·- y. l.'- . '-- . ',V ::, • .u -- .r.::i '-'-'- l . . -...:.u �- L:.A•-" ---
- . -

accc1..1..t7.i:2.b1licy as well as the quality of deli·✓ery of r�1TI.on2.l and local 

se:-v-:.ces. Such an e:<.e:-cise will require cir!:c: md care 2.i.7.d i;: would be a 
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' mista�<e co focus ori. only some pans of u'le jigs·2.�·, such 2.s cis.cici: cour1cils .

.. �r1=a Boards or L.l.e functions oi Depa.i. ... a1cncs. 

4 . .: . � !�·s:r Inregrared .�.pproach. There i5 2. need �o develoo cl.1.TThc:- ::...1c 

inci:�2.ced auoroacn�s [O sccial and econoP.ic r�£eneraEion i.i.--i s-oeciB.c 
- ".. - .. 

areJ.s. For exa_TTinle the ··Bet.fast E�ec12.ri •.,.-;::: ·, cr�2.ccd rJ.J.7.d�r Di:r�ct: Ru�� 
,. 

bri:n2:::; coS?:eu1.er key oocials m DRD, DSD, DO.t: 3eJ f2s;: City C0ll..1cil,

(Lagc11sid.e Corpor2.rion 2.nd w.1.e I-Iousii.7.� Ex�c1.:.ri·vc) i:O discuss !c=y 

str:ite:gic issues in relation to the furure developraenc of the ciry ... \lso, ilie 

City �.fision process i.s producing Action Plru.7.S co implement ilie a��::d 

vision statements md cb.ese cross various de1Jarcme:1cal boundaries. The 

' 
Programme of Government should either conf.wn and r�iri.iorc:= u1.ese 

mech:�7.isms or su2:2:est alternari.·ve arr2.r:�ece;:r3 f8r oe�:..er co-ordi.-iation 2.t

local level. 

-- -

Depa..rrrr:.ental Iss)1es 

5. In 3:Jdition to tb.e regional stra[egy etc described above, four key DeparcrneJ.c2.l

1ssu.:�s •..vhich snould fea.rt.1r� prominenrty in the Progra.i.-n.me of Gove�...me::t art!:• 

5. I . Tran.sport. Tne irH.enci.on 1s co produce 2. l O ye2r regional tr2J.7..:)7)0rt s��teg-J

which would ca..l.ce a corrrprehensive and sus12.i...11able a?proach co i.i.::1:�rovir1g 

:-2.i: arid bus services. r:1a.i.i.7.r2ini:,,2: G½.c ;:!Xi.s-cin� roac. r1eCT1.:ork. <:::.ev� loou:.� • - - ' .. -

c..�e s1::ategic road nct'N·ork, [2.ckJ.i.:.7.g urban cor:gesrion, c..r1c. giving pr:cri;:-:r 

;:o people (noc cc.r3) Ln ci.L'J anci co1.v11 centres. This will involve ch2.:.-i_ginS?: 

© PRONI DETl/2/5 
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attimdes to transnon. [t 1mll also require much higi�er [evels of invesu-nenc 

- perhaps risi..n.g to up_ to ai.7. adciition�l £ l 50m pe:- year; tJ.c opcior..s w·i!l

inclucc ex.plori .. 11.g r.e\v \.Vc.ys OI r2isin£ ruonc·y f=-oQ road users, c .. �ve[oDc:�

contribut:ions, paymencs for use of ::-02.ds b�, oublic utilities, a.c.d oublic , . . 

pri1.,:ac: pa1u1crsrups. P2.I7 or" u.'1.e ne 1;t; ;::ippro2.ch v.;i[J include c'..:.c 

incrocuction, 1Nit.bin 2 year3, of rree �ublic rr2.nspori: for the ave� 65 • s. 

becau.3e mere are clc21 bud�et imnlications across a nu..TDber of - � 

DeJJartr.nents and. also a need ro end the uncert2.incv for che Port. .A.r1 .. , 

• opcior1s paper is currently being prepared for consider2.rion by c.he DRD

Cormn.ittee a..'tld the L!\ssembly. w7.1.at �-e ca.i.-i. say on thjs subject is 

deoenden1: on the oublication date of th.e Pro0:'aIIl.TI'le of Goverr,,rrenc. )iev-.· ' ---

legislation to broaden t.�e po,.x,;ers of the other Trust Port..S is being planned 

to enable them to meet the commercial challen2:es ahead. 

) . .) . ' fuc>;rgy. [Depending on clarificarion of DRD's role]. It is the i.I1cenrion [o 
I 
I 

; 

, 

consulracion 2.Ild cb.e coTI1L-riissioning of expert sD.1dics. TI1.e aim would be

co put lisb. a sig:r.iiicari.c re?ott ciurino- 200 l \1,,bich would. be tl1e f...r3t 

p1.Lblished. Govem.rr.enc scrace2y for energy in 0l-or1...1em Irelmd; ;:.�s would, 

in icself, be mno varive. 

-:--. 

,::..,.:.�c::Ac.'C= •.•l.' l/G,00/00cm:ftil(� 

ORC1?,;1r.,H 
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' 
Warer and Si:'-verage Services. Heav-y investment (some £? .5 billion over 

rhe nexr rwo decades) is needed co enable the V1/2.ter .Scr--rice co meec ElJ 

standards, public heal eh requiremen[s and rising cuscower dema:nd..s and co 

reu[ac � a decay·ing infrasaucrure. .6-..�reement is needed to 2'D.arance� a:he I � - ......i � 

flo•-;r,,· of resources from the regional ra.ce bey·ond c.h.e prescnc PE period. 
,. 

6. Th!�:::e DRD priorities have also significant iiuplic2.tions for oc.b.er Deparanenrs.

For !Xam-pl1�, D ETI '-viJl be concerned about roads, ports, energy· sua.regy·, wacer

and ��ewerage services and c.he complementarirt beD;veen cb.e Regional Scrategic
I 

F r2.r.:1ework md Strategy 201 0; DHSS & PS 1Nill be concerned \vi.th the healt.1.

2.s-r�::::ts of �;ater 2-T'ld se1N·erage services and patients' journey times viz roads and

pub�Lc transport; DOE will be conc�med with the relationshjp bet;i.,een DRD's

stratj�gic plcnning role and ics development control ft.r.:.:..ction, the road safer1

iss11u'. ai.""ld control of water a11ality· and effluent dischar:::es: D.�m w-iil be
I

• - . 

conci�rned a.bout che scare of tl1e extensive rural road network. 46-..s indicaced
l 

earLii:�r, DRD's work on regional planning \l-ill impact on all Departments. 
I 

I 
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