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Diane Smyth 09/06/2000 12: 19 PM 

To: Pamela Ferguson/OFMDFM/DFP@DFP 
cc: Ps Ministers/OFMDFM/DFP@DFP, Gerry Loughran/OFMDFM/DFP@DFP, Geraldine 

McGurk/OFMDFM/DFP@DFP, Pamela Ferguson/OFMDFM/DFP@DFP, Peter 
May/OFMDFM/DFP@DFP, Linda Johnston/OFMpFM/DFP@DFP, Pamela 
Stewart/OFMDFM/DFP@DFP, Valerie Parki���/OFMDFM/DFP@DFP, Fiona 
Dynes/OFMDFM/DFP@DFP, Maura Quinnf.9�G>FM/DFP@DFP, Jenny 
Conway/OFMDFM/DFP@DFP, Dara Cosgrove/OFMDFM/DFP@DFP, Mark
Larmour/OFMDFM/DFP@DFP, Colin Ross/OFMDFM/DFP@DFP, Paul Pringle/OFMDFM/DFP@DFP, 
Ciara Magee/OFMDFM/DFP@DFP, John McKervill/OFMDFM/DFP@DFP 

Subject: COR 417/00 - PROGRAMME FOR GOVERNMENT - PRIORITIES (X REF SUB336/00) 

Please see attached. For information only. 

Thank you

---------------------- Forwarded by Diane Smyth/OFMDFM/DFP on 06/09/2000 12:29 PM ---------------------------

THE OFFICE OF THE FIRST MINISTER AND DEPUTY FIRST MINISTER 

URGENT 

(CORRESPONDENCE) 

Reference: COR/417/2000 

Raised By: Martin McGuinness 

Subject: 

I 

COR 417 /00 - PROGRAMME FOR GOVERNMENT - PRIORITIES (X REF 

SUB336/00) 

ACTION REQUIRED 

Please provide advice and a draft reply for signature by the FOR INFORMATION ONLY 

TO BE WITH PRIVATE OFFICE NO LATER THAN 20/09/2000 - Noon 

Referred To: Date Referred: 

MR HAIRE (EPU) 06/09/2000 

Copied To For lnf ormation 
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DEP4RTMENT OF EDUCATION 

AN RolNN OidEACJtAis 

� t� Mn,t#. � �&n111!55 � t\.f....A

The Rt Hon David Trimble TI.BBL MP MI.A. Our Ref: S/Sep4/00
Fint :Minister and 

Searnu.s Mallon &q � MI.A

� 
F'mt Minister

P � nt 'Buildinp
BEIFAST 
BT43XX 

I 

PROGRAMME FOR. GO
-··-- ---·------· ------·· 

1. Following our helpful disenssion on '17 July, Dennot Nesbitt, in his note of 7 August asked
MinisteJS to provide s,1ggestions for high level priority policy issues to be included in the
Progt'ffllme for Govet, unent �

2. I would rnake two � proposals. The fint is my belief that the Programme for
Government should have an overarclung theme which reflects the reality that we now have a
quite unique ser of imtitutlons set up under the Good Friday Agrcen>ent. particularly a
partnership form of government as represented in the membership of the Exec11tive Cnmmirw.
We now have opport:unity oo make a significant and lasting difference for a comanJnity emerging
from a long period of conflict and l think it is CSK11tial that we do seek to build a new society.
w C cannot ignore l'C\.Cilt history, and we must rcwg,usc a community which is divided by 
economics. � belief, statm and political al1egiaoce. I rhiok it is impermve the• efore that
the a key priority. if not rhe key priority in our P� for Government sbouJd be the
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securing of a rml and durable peace . We should underline tlm by detailing our comminneot 

to put in p1ace effective policies, action programmes and initiatives: 

• to build a pimpcrous, �e and inclu.m-e society

• to encourage respect for cultural diversity

• to deYelop individual cn-.ativity

• to rrmoVP inequality, disadvantage, discrimination and imolmna:

• to Jevclop greater tes� undeJq41cfing and protection for Human Ri&hu

• to promote equality and social inclusion

• to build wider rclationsbi�, both on the island of Ireland and beyond.

Thee principles are at the hem of the Good Friday Agr�ment: ancl I believe, must 

U1Jdc1pia our Prognmme for Government.. 

J. My Second proposaJ is tlm., within mat overarching principle, we mmt maximise our

education and tnioiog skills and abilida and that objective mu.st be given the bighesr:

po«ible priority. Because of holiday a1uangana1ts, I have not had opportunity to speak directly

wid1 Sean f.r1en on this but I am sure he would support the principle that Education and 

Tramiilg. from early years through to aclaih: life is a by stt ategic obje Live and one in which the 

work of the Ezt,cutivc O,mmittee must 1x sec,, to make a difference Within 111y own 

Minisr.erial 1esp,nsibiliies. I firmly believe that our policies md � within the schools and 

youth service an and indeed must. be a major driving force to bring :about cbanges in attitudes, 

skills and knowledge as the whole community prq,arcs itself for the new opportuniries arising 

ham peace, stability, poHrical �ommnrlation and economic growth. Evelf young penon must 

of course atte0d 9Chool between the ages of 4 - 16 and so the education and youth service 1m a 

major iofhience in helping cbildr'l1!11 and young peoplt rnaxirnise their indivfd,,a) pot.ential, aod 
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prepare thermclves as memLets of society and as an important resource for econornic growth. 

We an: a society coming out of conflict but we must establish ourselv� as a modem, vibrmt and 

skilled region with much r.o offer, particu)arly in an international oonr.en I am convinced that 

educatiol'.t onin be at the heart of the new adminiSM":arlon's thinking and that our policies and our 

� aUocatinns roust t:eflect those priorities. 

•· The generic ,kills which arc key to developing the !odividual and societal n«ds of all our 

young people and which must underpin our m--.aegj(: approach would be: 

• Pe4'SQn;a) dnJ)s

• lnter-peisonal skills

• Thinking wlls

• lnrniog skills

• ICT skills

• Physical skills_

5. This is not of course tht time to repeat resource bids already made to OPP and EPU. I

would, howe,;er, wam: to bighligl,t the iu-q,omnre of MJu:arion and training by illu.!lndiog.

briefly, 4 major and vitalp.ats of our education workwhicb have sigl,ificant and long te1m

implicario11S for all our children and young people within the strategic obje-tives wruch I have

OlnJined

(a) The work now being undertaken in ttiyC(X of the new curriculum due to be 

introduced.from Septm,ber 2002 will include major mod,,les in developing 

rcspea for diversity, in 11ndentanding the concepts and implications of 
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cimenship, and in preparing children and young people fur en�ploy,abiluy. This 

Curriculum would of co� apply across .ill se:r.ors of educttrotL 

(b) There arc also clearly established links between poor educational pe1furmance 

and severe socio-eco�mic disadvantage, particularly the more rnargina1ised 

young people, who fed rejected by the forn-.al education� and live in areas 

which have ezperienced scvcrc conflict. 'I1w-c is also a high correlation between 

poor ecL1c:arional performance. deprivation and p:,or educarional facilities with a 

result that an unacx.cptab1y high Durnbu of children have had a poor lea< uing 

evperieo� in poor huildings and resulting in poor perforrnana.. I am convinced 

that we must addiess the linkage 1letween rnargioalicatiou, depivation and poor 

education performance if we are to �Ip build a new society. 

(c) Given the incidenr.e of severe disaffection of young people in these areas and 
also the� problems of ethnic minorities, t:he travelling commtmity, special 

cducario-,, the Irish rneditJm and integrated sectors, it ii also imperative to ensure 

that the funnal educarion syste,, • � the wotk. of the vClluna,,y md statutory 

youth sectors� enhanced, particularly to addrm problems of� 

morale, lack of sell-Wand self-mnfidence. Un]5 wt take �udy our 
approach to Social Tnclu'iion we will merely con 1pnund our hisr.orial 1tpcy of 

community difficulties and causes of conflict. 

(d) One of the rnosr significant challenges. in preparing our milda en and young

peopJe for the new miJJennjum, will be the use and developn1ent of technology.

Tim will he an imporwn enhmced resource for clamoom teacbe.rs and will

ensure that all our young people are equipped for the inlonnarion based society

and the knowledge based economy, and C2Il also relp penonal and economic
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benefit from thor skills, The development of tecboology will also make a major 

contribution t.o faci)jraring dialogue and conco. between young people from 

different backgro• iods1 in a non-threatening �y and help develop respect for 

divcmty and 11nde,�r anding.

6.. If we are t0 ensure that all our children and young people, throughout the community, 

benefit from the axporatc work of the &ecut:rle Olmrnitttt) then I am couvmced that our 

Programme for Governmmt mu.\t mve education and training as a key strmgic objective and 

that our subscq11c:1 ar policies and programmes are developed md resourced so that we can rnab 

a clifferma. particularly in the immediate future. 

7. I would be happy to provide funher details, as the process unfolm, so that the agreed

strategic objectives are fully supported by rdevmt and appropriate policies ind programmes.

MAR.TIN MtGUINNESS MP MLA 
Minuter for FA11cati,m

cc Executive Cornrnitt-ee Members 
MrLougbran 
NI Pa., ,anent Sec:reuries 
MrMcCusker'OFM/DFM 
MrHmeOFM/DFM 
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