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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS 

1997 No. 1046 

NORTHERN IREL.AND 

The Northern Ireland 
(Entry to Negotiations, etc) Act 1996 

Made 

(Cessation of Section 3) .,

Order 1997 

Coming into force 

21st March 1997 

22nd March 1997 

Whereas a draft of this Order has been approved by a resolution of each House of 
Parliament pursuant to section 7(6) of the Northern Ireland (Entry to Negotiations, etc) 
Act l 996(a); 

And whereas it appears to the Secretary of State that the negotiations mentioned in 
section [ of that Act are suspended; 

Now. therefore, in exercise of the power conferred on hin1 by section 7(3) and (4) of 
that Act, the Secretary of State hereby makes the following Order: 

1. This Order may he cited as the Northern Ireland (Entry to Negotiations, etc) Act
1996 (Cessation of Section 3) Order 1997 and shall corne into force on the day after 
that on which this Order is made. 

2. Section 3 of the Northern Ireland (Entrv to Negotiations, etc) Act 1996 shall cease
to have effect on the day after that on which this Order is made .

. 

Northern Ireland Office 
21 st March 1997 

(n) 1996 d I. 

P.B.B. M·ayhew 
One of Her Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State 

,: 
.. '. 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not pa,-t of zhe Orde,-) 

Under this Order, section 3 of the Northern Ireland (Entry to Negotiations, etc) Act 
1996 ceases to have effect on 22nd March 1997. Section 3 makes provision for a Forum 
constituted by delegates returned in accordance with Schedule l to the Act for the 
discussion of issues relevant to promoting dialogue and understanding within Northern 
Ireland. 

£0.65p 
f) Crown copyright 1997 

�i,ncd in 1hc UK for 11nd published by The Sliltio11ery Orne� Limited 
under 1he authority and superintendence of l"ctcr Macdonald; 
Controller or ��r Ma,i�$ly\ St.,tii:,t1ety Office and Queen's P'rm:er ol 
Acts of Parliam�nL 

WO 727 4/'-')-: 570/l 28� 343296 (JJ:2S,16l 

ISBN 0·11-064320-8 
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The Secretary of State, Sir Patri·ck Mayhew ·QC
. 
·j,w,�: .· today· l;i�rJ��6're.:_<··'.·:(:::>t\. 

Parliament a draft of an Order wit.hdrawing:.from effect the:..':· . · · ·. 
_
.. ·. · · · ·. · 

provisions of �ection 3. of.· the Northern I_reland (Entry to :f{ (<°'.>.
..:: .. :. ·;,· < ·· .. · :::,:-_

Negotiations, etc} Act l,..996.- Those provtsions estaplish'.t:he '.Forum· .. :•",•• .. , .. i' 
that has been sitting since. June l.996, c�osed of the 9-elegates:·':'··· . 

· ·::>: 
returned at the elec.tions .of 30 May, from. among :whom partfcipanter. in ·· -//'·
the multi-party.talks a.re also drawn..

. .. · .'·;.,/ . .. 
· ..

.. ;:;r·. . · .......... . ,,. 
The Secretary of State has· ·coiiclrided, foilowi.ng,:t.he decision ·o·f · the .. _:•:·/·;.?-.�
plenary session of the talks. on 5 March to adjourn until 3 June·, . and

. 
-. )/?:

taking account of all the circumstances, that,. the talks are • . :- ;:.:;:._;;(. 
suspended. He is thus obliged. ·under Section_ 'J (4). of the Act, .

.
.. 
.'.,,\;',;:':/ 

subject to Parliamentary apprc:,val·, to make tpe Order·. Debates. in . . /'/:/::_� 
each House on the Order are likely ne.x:t week •. ·.. ·-:. :t.<:;>. 

The provisions establish'in�j'- the Forum would._ 'i�:_aily event h��e·.·_1apsed_.:/:\(�f 
at the end of May. It. )'_ill .be possible �or- a:._·n_e.� _Secretary· o_f _State ·,::_:'\??r· 
to brina before the next. Parliament a fur_ther ·◊rder, reviv-in�t the· ·· ; .. -;/-/. 
Forum f Or a further peri9d l of up to a year) \ • .. · .. · . . · • : . • . 

)} : IThe Secretary of State said:: · .  : . . . . ., · . _. ·:: .,.· - . , .. ., 

It appears to �e .·thcit, ·: _in a:11 the_· ·=cd..'rc�·a��-nces, 'th�:. talks
are suspended. .�ccordingl:y th_e En.try ,.i�t�: ... �egotiat·tqns Act 
places a duty UJ?<'.l1;·. me·:·tc(ma.ke an _Or:qer ·wtth�ra.�dng_·_._f.�om
effect the proVl.�U.ons· which establtsn:e�---�-li� Foru�n •... ·

.·That·' ·
Order "llill be debatabl,e-· f.n Parliament.· ..

. .. ". . . . ... 

. ·.: .\•·::�·· 

. , .. . 
•' . 

·-:·· .... , 
,• . .... . 

. ·-....... :. :: . ·:)}.
·. :._:.· 

· . .-.-t;· 
It will be a matter·. fo:t a:. new Secretary' of Stat·e, · and a new . ·· . ',·=· . .-\ 
Parliament, tO.' conafder the revival ,of' the; Forum� .

. ·r. do not
. 

'•
. ··: .. ·

doubt that � .successor' will wish �o. dee�-dE(-this <IVe�s�ion . 

very soon, in light of. �h�- resumpt,:i,qn ·o.;i th __ e · talks .. _pn 3. June.

. 

. . . •' . . '; .• 
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No�s FoR m=�q 
. . • :::t: • l�:�i.:I!f :l1litiizI: I

The Forum was established under Section .3 of
°
. the .. Northern:\·lrelari.d _'.· ;·' . .?}/\:•:·,·:

(Ent:ry to Negotiations, etc) Act 1996. It .is :OP.e�f-·j:o ·-�l'i:_:,\i.it'i'\.:1.t}t<\J;tS(.;.
delegates returned at the election of 30 ,MaY,_-i�fat.:f(:fp .. �ortp.e�:·/}i:; :;,; /'\ii::::/> Ireland, from -amongst whom parties also. sel�cted ·.papt1c.ipa,!1_f?..!J<:-in_:::. tq�_.:,:,;/:yy.:,·_,
multi-party _talks. Sinn Fein w-ere entitled ·:t·o·\attend the/.f.orum:-. . ;, . ·,-::'_'.:'·_:,�t:\: 
(unlike the talks, to. which they can only be·: a�t.t:·ed aftef)�B_·,;:::}'··.·.-;_:·>·.<J{)//:

unequivocal restoration. :o_f 'the IRA ceasefireh'):mi:'_· t-h�y hliv.�::·n.�y§r\':_·;/t?/:?, 
done so.. 'l'he SDLP initially participated, ··but'.'w1th9rew .a.�l:er,?·the .. ·r.�·t,' 

.. 
�(�;;:;,.>

civil disturbances of 
�
·ast 

:
summer. . 

. 

·_.·:''.?·(·::<.v .·.. . ::::}�;:f:,;�fn:·:��}:_:,:,F;})i:�{;f_rr
The forum's remit is to: discuss· issues relevant,;' 'tQ:.·:promot'.1$.g:'·::.\/:;,::.:.·:);'\�:;:''.-:\\:(

. 

dialogue and understanding within Northern :tre'ra.nd'-.. ·. · The- ·Acc. ·'ma.kes\/.<'./:/./i'.-· 
clear that it ia a deliberative body only,· withouf: :·1e:gista'ffv·�-;�:.--:.;.·_·.:•..?.�f.'.1\:\f\X:•\
executive or administrative func�ions. I_t �r-�s�\y. pro":°J#�:s.)tp:�,,�J?�/f:1t\··: 
the forum has no power to determine the conductt:,<::r::iurse. o:r:·--:out·�-o,�e:· . .i'·.:d?�<':fi:.: 
of eh': multi •party talks

-
,. �1 though it: may· co�s:�.d�_r:,,:�tter�;:-..t_�-��:l��}:,;r�{tfY·

negotiations may refer _to· 1_t (no. such referen_c·�:,:.ti.c!!=I' �a _f��\.heen:'.· .:.(/,.:½·\::�N/.:' matle) · 
. . . ·: :: iL{\f\/ .- .· ::\·:::;�:::\::j/�}��::�:r::L::tt?1f.J(;_ .. 

The provisio_ns establishing th_e forum lapse at<r,r.�::.·.:•eild dt· ·-�y\ t�is,:/\t. K�\ty., ·
year (by Section 7 ( l)' of the Act) . The Secret�#Y::�·,;rf'- Stat'e(��Y\.�•;_:-( ..

. \'.:=·>::.'\.'.t\f1'"
however provide by orde!·: that. they shall c·ea�_e_:.t:,p:::_hav� �f'f.�qt.::�t\Jil'.f/;;".');/}/ ..
earlier point {Section 7J3)) ; . and he ia obl�ge<;l:<to'· . .-do so· ::l:(/i_�·'.· .. ·· . .:/: · . .  _ .. /:�L/.'.}t;, . .-·· 
appears. to l'l.im that the. ·talks are c<?ncluded or:_ ::�,,�end_e9-. ·.C.��,:Ct.�9.-�_ ::;{.li::t/t/:.
7 (4)) • . He can by anothe� _Orde! revive the fo�·-_p,r.oyisi_o_n!(�:�.t.p:/?.1:lY.Y�)t{'}:i.-'
point up t·o the end of �y .1998,.· when they· wil;l/:'.l:�J?Se for_·:g9od<·\(:i:\:/\�:::}.\f/ ..

. _. ... • . . . · ·. _': · <�(:-'-:;:/::>�.-
:
- · 

... ··: · ... \�_./:<.:·.;-�·:::··._:_J?·�:: .. ;�r/:f;;:�;��:.�r
The order is· formally tii::led the Northern :r�el��f

f 
':_'(En�ry t.'o:;;/.:::_:·:,>·_):. :::·.·:·i.):�t=-?< .. 

Negotiations, etc) Act 1996
. 

(Cessation of. Sect4:9�<�i- Cr4ef;.:f_�:;Q/r-�.:/C:.:.}:)/:'\:f//_ ...

· .. .. 
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Di·C(/i Order luid hcl,>re Purlia111e11t um/er section 7(6) of the Nonhcm lrdam{: Emn 10-
.Vcgotiaiio11s. etc ,1 :1c( {9915. /nr (l{'['l'()V(,d hy J'('S0!11cirm of each Hnusr; of /'a,·/iamr:t11. 

DRAFT STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS 

1997 No. 

NORTHERN IRELAND 

Northern Ireland (Entry to Negotiations, etc) Act 1996 
(Revival of Section 3) Order 1997 

,Wade /997 

Whereas ;,\ draft of this Order has been approved by a rtsolution of each House of 
Parliament pursuant to section i( 6) of the Northern Ireland ( Entry to Negotiations. etc) 
Act I 996(a): 

Now, therefore. in exercise of the power conferred on her by section 7(2) of that Act, 
the Secretary of State hereby makes rbe following Order: 

I. This Order may be cited as the Northern Ireland (Entry t0 Negotiations. ctc) Act
1996 (Revival of Section 3) Order 1997. 

2. Section 3 of the Northern Ireland ( Entry to Negotiations, ere) Act 1996 shall come
into force again on 3rd June 1997 and remain in force until the end of May 1998.

Northern Ireland Office 
1997 

(ll) 1996 c.l I.

12..0s.91 09: 38 :s1 

One of Her Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State 

0 PRONI CENT/1/26/34A 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

( This note i.r not parr of rhe Order) 

This Order brings section 3 of th� Northern [reland ( Entry to Negotiations, ecc) Act 
1996 into force again on 3rdJune L997 until the end of May 1998, The section 
ccnsed to haw; effect on 11nd March 1997. pursuant to the Northern Ireland (Entry to 
Negotiations, etc) Ace 1996 (Cessation of Section 3) Order 1997 (S.L 1997/1046). Section 3 
makes provision for a forum constituted by delegates returned in accordance with Schedule 1 
of the Act for the discussion of issues relevant to promoting dialogue and understanding within 
Northern treland. 

£0.00 

,. Crown �opynpit 1997 

Pf,111� 1n the UK rt,, �nd publishN by Thr S1;11oncry Omce LitntCC'd 
undtr 1hc auchonty and s11pe-nn11:ndcm:c of Ptttt Micdo_1U1ht 
Control� o( Hcr Maje1y's S1a11<:mir:ry om� and Qu� s l'rinlff of 
Ai:n of Patli&mi:n\, 
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NORTHERN IRELAND 

Information Service 

15 May 1997 

NORTHERN IRELAND FORUM 

The Secretary of State, the Rt Hon Dr Mo Mowlam MP, today laid before 

Parliament a draft of an Order to reinstate the Northern Ireland Forum 

from Tuesday 3 June 1997. 

The Secretary of State said: "_I am glad to start the process of 

reviving the Forum. There is a great deal it could usefully do in the 

field of promoting dialogue and understanding in support of political 

progress in Northern Ireland. I hope it will focus on such 

opportunities. 

"We shall do all we can to have the draft Order approved quickly by 

both Houses of Parliament, despite the pressures on their time at 

present, so that there is no unnecessary delay in the Forum meeting." 

The draft Order needs to be approved by both Houses of Parliament, 

before it is made by the Secretary of State. Because of the Queen's 

Speech debate, Parliamentary time is very short at present, but it is 

hoped to have debates before, or just after, the Whitsun recess. 

0 PRONI CENT/1/28/34A 
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NOTE FOR EDITORS 

The Forum was established under Section 3 of the Northern Ireland (Entry to Negotiations, etc) Act 

1996. It is open to all 110 delegates returned at the election of 30 May 1996 in Northern Ireland, from 

amongst whom parties also selected participants to attend the multi-party Talks. Sinn Fein were 

entitled to attend the Forum (unlike the Talks, to which they can only be admitted after an unequivocal 

restoration of the IRA ceasefire), but have never done so. The SDLP initially participated, but 

withdrew after the civil disturbances of last Summer. 

The Forum was suspended on 22 March 1997 on account of the suspension of the Talks during the 

period of the General election and the Northern Ireland local government elections. 

Its remit is to discuss issues relevant to promoting dialogue and understanding within Northern 

Ireland. The Act makes clear that it is a deliberative body only, without legislative, executive or 

administrative functions. 

The draft Order is formally entitled the Northern Ireland (Entry to Negotiations, etc) Act 1996 

(Revival of Section 3) Order 1997. It will have the effect of bringing Section 3 (the Forum) of the 

Northern Ireland (Entry to Negotiations, etc) Act 1996 into force again on 3 June 1997 and until the 

end of May 1998. 

0 PRONI CENT/1/26/34A 
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