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1 . The Ambassador has written t o Governor Weld as / r equested by his office. I at ach a c opy of the lett~ . 
2. I hope you can reach John Hume on Friday and persua d e h i to elephone the Governor. A .essage from h i m woul have b y far e greatest impact . 

eld is up for re-election next year . He c annot fford t o Irish American voter s without suitab e c over from >.Chern I reland itself. He may well be unable t o r· k e Qi ng this measure . 

J Pow l 
CC: Don Far · Esq , Bostm1 

• h PRONI DED/17/2/1/66A 

·• 



r 
" .. 

18 : 59 '5'202 898 4255 

30 December 1993 

(by fax: 617 5 23 7984) 

The Honorable F William Weld 
Governor of Massachusetts 
State House 
Boston 
MASS 02133 

BRITISH EME-WASH ➔..,. .... DED ~ETHERLEI GH 

British Embassy 
Washington 

3100 M;i~s;ichuseu~ Ave:: n ue:: ~ W 
W,1shiugwn D.C. '20008-3600 

Telephone::: (202} 898-4:.!9~ 
Facsimile. (~02) 898-4.?55 

F'. 0131013 

I am writing to you about House Bi l l 5582 which regulates State contracts with companies doing business in or with Northern Ireland and seeks to impose the MacBride principles as the fair employment criteria for companies operating in Northern Ireland. I understand that this Bi.11 has been presented to you . 
This legislation would have a negative impact on the economy and people of Northern Ireland and potentially also in Massachusetts. The British Government , therefore, has serious concerns about it. We believe that the overall effect of the campaign will be to damage rather than advance the prospects of emp loyment for Catholics and Protestants in Northern Ireland. 
The MacBride campaign and legislation such as House Bi ll 5582 are opposed by all the constitutional part ies in Northern Ireland, including John Hume aDd the Social Democrat ic and Laboyr Party, which represents the majority of Cathol ics. The only party in Northern Ireland which supports the MacBride principles is Sinn Fein, the political wing of the IRA . As you may be aware, Sinn Fein wins only about ten percent of t he vote in Northern Ireland. 

The British Government is strongly committed to r emoving discrimination in employment in Northern Ireland. '!'he British Parliament passed the Fair Employment (Northern I r eland) Act j n 1989. It is enforced by a Fair Employment Commission and a Fai Employment Tribunal. Firms t hat do not comply are f ined. 
The on l y way to combat disparities of employme nt 1n horthern Ireland is to create new jobs in disadvant aged ar€as The MacBride campaign has not c reated a single new job i n 

/ Nor t h e Tn l r . la d. 
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Northern Ireland. On the contrary, the hassle factor epitomised by this sort of legislation is liable to discourage U.S. companies from investing in Northern Ireland. 

Legis lation like House Bill 5582 has been voted down in other States , and vetoed by Governor Wilson i n California, because of its adverse effects on trade and investment. As you will know, Governor McKernan of Maine vetoed a s~milar bil l on 17 June. 

B1:·itish companies are the l argest fore i gn investors i n the united States and, we believe, in Massachusetts. Many British companies are keenly interested in possible further investments in the State, but would be concerned if they were l ikely to r' sk encounter ing difficulties in relation to their operations in Northern Ireland. 

In considering whether to permit House Bill 5582 to become law r we hope that you will take full account of the negative effects passage of this legislation will be likely to have on employment in Northern Ireland. 

Robin Renwick 
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