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The choice of soccer as the single physical outdoor sports activity is
defensible for the good reasons already pointed out by Dennis Stanley.

Players of all abilities, and more importantly of all religious persuasions,
can participate. Over and above that, however, soccer has no measurable level
of association with either of the 2 main communities in Northern Ireland.
Regrettably no such claim can be made for Gaelic Football. Whilst we may wish
it to be otherwise, the reality is that Gaelic has clear connections with
Nationalist aspirations and has few if any adherents within the Protestant
community which lays no claim to a particular national sport. Gaelic could be
described as a minority sport in more than one sense whereas soccer is a sport
which has no significant connotations of nationality or religion (apart from
Cliftonville and Linfield) but it has widespread appeal encompassing both the

passive and active.

It seems to be that to concede to the demands from a section of the Maze
population would not only be a short term expedient but it would also add to
the already difficult segregation problem and no long term advantage would

accrue to the Department.
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PS. Being an ex-rugby player myself I would have thought there could have

been an equally good case made for rugby at our prisons - at least there
is an all Ireland inter-denominationdteam!
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