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.NORTHERN IRELAND OFFICE
WHITBHALL

LONDON SWlA 2AZ

C D Powell Esq
10 Downing Street
London
SWIA 2AA

,~ February 1989

Thank you for your letter of 16 February
recording that the Prime
.>
Minister is content for us to seek the return of Hanratty from the
Federal Republic of Germany, as proposed in my Secretary of
State's letter of 13 February, and is also willing to mention the
matter to Chancellor Kohl. This letter provides briefing.
Much of the background to this case was included in the
13 February letter •. A copy is attached for ease of reference. In
addition, I enclose a suggested line to take and background which
stresses the importance that HMG attaches to the case - both to
the lik@ly pros~cution in FRG and to the extradition it~clf.
Copies go to Stephen Wall (FeO), Philip Mawer (Home Office),
Brian Hawtin (MOD), Michael Saunders (LOO) and Trevor Woolley
(Cabinet Office).
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EXTRADITION REQUEST: GERARD HANRATl'Y

Line to Take

You may be aware that we intend to submit a request for the
extradition of Getard HanrattYI the PlRA terrorist currently in
custody in FRG and against whom your authorities are likely to
bring charges.
Understand that German charges are likely under the Ordinary
Weapons Law and possibly the War Weapons Law. I am sure it is
right for these criminal proceedings (for offences allegedly
committed much more recently) to take precedence.
Our officials have been in close touch. Sure that this
co-operation will continue. We of course stand ready to assist
in any way we can.
Hanratty is suspected of many crimes both in the united Kingdom
and more recently across the continent of Europe. Sure you
agree that it is in all our interests to ensure he is kept in
custody as long as possible. HMG attaches great importance to
this case and we look forward to your support.
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EXTRADITION - HANRATTY

t\ack groun q Note

Hanr atty and McGeough were . arre sted on the west Germ
an bord er by a
Custo ms offi cial in Augu st 1988 . Both are being ques
tione d by the
German auth oriti es abou t offen ces conc erned with the
illeg al
poss essio n of firea rms. In addi tion, McGeough may be
charg ed with
attem pted murd er.
The RUC have no groun~s on whic h to seek extr aditi on
of McGeough
(alth ough the FBI may be inter este d in him) . We are,
howe ver, to
subm it an extr aditi on requ est for Hanr atty. He absc
onde d, whil e on
bail , in 1984 afte r havin g been comm itted for tria l
in Belf ast on a
char ge of poss essio n of firea rms with inte nt to enda
nger life
cont rary to Arti cle 17 of the Firea rms (NI) Orde r 1981
.
The DPP(NI) has said there woul d be a "reas onab le pros
pect ,
amou nting even to a prob abili ty of secu ring the conv
ictio n of
Hanr atty in Nort hern Irela nd". Seni or Crown Coun sel
goes furth er
sayin g that "one woul d be amazed if Hanr atty were not
conv icted ".
The case is, ther efor e, a stron g one. He migh t expe ct
to rece ive a
ten year sente nce 8S did his co-a ccus ed.
Tha char ges to be pref erred in FRG have not yet been
settl ed but
like ly char ges inVO lve the illeg al poss essio n of firea
rms cont rary
to the Ordi nary Weapons Law and the War Weapons Law.
A charg e unde r
the War Weapons Law woul d be cons idere d to be more serio
us. A
like ly sente nce woul d be from 2-4 year s but coul d be
as high as ten
year s.
The Extr aditi on Trea ty of 1872 as amended in 1978 allow
s that any
proc eedin gs in the requ ested state take prece deno e over
the
surre nder of the subj ect follo win a succ essfu l extr
adit ion
requ est. It is, ther efor e, to b
that Hanr atty woul d serve
KP'R/TYP/3782
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before he was returned to

The line to take expresses the hope that Hanratty will be tried in
Germany while stressing the importance HMG attaches to the case and
offering any possible assistance.
It is hoped that there will be no public mention of the case during
the Summit, but if there is it is normal practise not to confirm or
deny the existence of a request until it is a matter of public note
in the country concerned. It would not, therefore be appropriate to
comment.
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