PAB/5l6l/AG
THEMES

The attached documents, prepared under the aegis of ISG, are
designed to be of assistance to Ministers and others likely to come
into contact with the media or other opinion-formers.

They consist

of a set of themes covering the whole range of the Government's
activities in Northern Ireland, together with a number of annexes
containing more factual material for background and support.
In
order not to make the package too bulky, only the themes covering

\

technical and detailed matters, or those where it is important to
quote facts in support, are provided with such annexes.
It is the intention to update this material on a regular basis, say
every six weeks; this will be done by ISG.

Any comments from users

on the material or its presentation would be more than welcome.
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POLITICAL AFFAIRS
The Government's duty is to govern, and to improve conditions of
life in Northern Ireland.
maximum.

It will involve local people to the

Devolution offers real responsibility and influence to

local people but if it is to be stable it needs to encompass both
traditions. A devolved government, accepted widely in the
community, offers the best chance of bringing about peace in
Northern Ireland. Until that happens the Government will continue
to act fairly and firmly.
The vast majority of people in Northern Ireland want dialogue not
deadlock.
PIRA's Rarmed struggleR makes life worse for everyone, including
those they claim to represent;

it is a smart name for a policy of

ruin.
ROLE OF RUC AND ARMY (ANNEX A)
The RUC and Army are impartial and committed to combatting terrorist
violence and crime. There have been substantial seizures of arms
and explosives against republican and loyalist organisations and
arrests and convictions against both sides.
The RUC and Army are guardians and protectors of all people in
Northern Ireland.

They play a critical role in saving life and

preventing large-scale destruction.
Notwithstanding impediments caused by terrorism and preoccupation in
dealing with terrorism the RUC detection rate (43%) is highly
creditable set against performance in the rest of the UK.
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Th e RUC pla y an im po rta
nt com mu nit y re lat io ns ro
le. Th ey pro vid e a
tho us an d-a nd -on e 'or di na
ry ' se rv ice s we ek in and
we ek ou t to al l
law -ab idi ng pe op le.
Le t us no t fo rg et the he
roi sm an d sa cr ifi ce of the
RUC and Arm y in
de fen din g the com mu nit y
ag ain st ter ro ris m.
We are al l in th is tog eth
er - wh ate ve r de mo cra tic
po lit ic al
di ffe re nc es ma y ex ist ,
the re is an ab so lut e ne ed
fo r a un ite d sta nd
ag ain st ter ro ris m and cri
me .

Al l all eg ati on s of ha ras
sm en t by the se cu rit y fo
rce s are loo ke d int o
ve ry ca re fu lly - the y do
no t go un ch eck ed .

CRIMINAL JU ST ICE
We sh all co nti nu e to up
ho ld de mo cra cy an d the ru
le of law .
Te rro ris t me tho ds wi ll no
t be all ow ed to wi n.
Co nfi de nc e in the sys tem
of ju sti ce mu st be fo ste
red ;
see n to be bo th fa ir and
ef fe cti ve .

it mu st be

We are alw ay s loo kin g at
wa ys wh ich wi ll lea d to
red uc ing cri me .
Le gi sla tio n is be ing int
rod uc ed to all ow mo re wi
tne sse s to giv e
ev ide nc e wi tho ut fe ar of
int im ida tio n and to cra ck
dow n on tho se wh o
ca rry kn ive s an d oth er of
fen siv e we ap on s.
We wi ll co nti nu e to fig ht
ag ain st tho se wh o pr of it
fro m cri me /dr ug
tra ffi ck in g.
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PRISONS (ANNEX B)
Nort hern Irela nd priso ns are both secu re and huma
ne and cond ition s
in them are good - there are more cell s than priso
ners .
The priso n serv ice trea ts all priso ners huma nely
- all can have
daily exer cise and asso ciati on, week ly fami ly visi
ts and lette rs.
Defe nsive
I

No-o ne is in priso n beca use of poli tica l view s:
most have been
conv icted of serio us, viol ent offe nces .
'Plea sure ' case s are deal t with sym path etica lly
in view of thei r
yout h, but they have all comm itted murd er.
The life revie w syste m is fair: it balan ces the
prot ectio n of the
comm unity agai nst the inte rests of the priso ner.
Strip -sea rchi ng is
kept to a minim um but is a nece ssary and comm on
prac tice in priso ns
throu ghou t the UK, Euro pe and Ame rica.

ANGL O-IRI SH RELATIONS
A rela tion of equa ls; the Gove rnme nt's aim is to
have a norm al
mode rn relat ions hip - old susp icion s must be reco
gnise d and overc ome.
Ther e are two trad ition s and both are legit imat
e.
cons titut iona l arran geme nts at the end of the day
prin ciple of cons ent.
Both coun tries are threa tene d by viole nce.
ensu re that terro rism can neve r win.
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But
must rest on the

We must work toge ther to

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ANNEX C
We are working to create conditions for enterprise to flourish, and
for self-sustaining growth in the Northern Ireland economy.
We shall continue our efforts to develop new jobs by attracting new
investment, from within Northern Ireland and outside.
We give high priority to developing a fair and equitable labour
market, protecting the rights of individuals and allowing employers
to develop their business with minimum interference from bureaucracy.
We will develop and maximise the talents and skills of the Northern
Ireland labour force through training and preparation for work.
Privatisation is necessary:

only industries which can respond

rapidly to the demands of the market will survive against increasing
international competition.

GOVERNMENT AND THE ECONOMY (ANNEX D)
Per capita public expenditure per head in substantially higher in
Northern Ireland than in the UK as a whole (43% in 1987/88).
In 1989/90 public expenditure in the NI Block is planned
approximately 7.5% higher than in 1988/89, excluding social security
benefits and the special payment of £390m, in 1988/89 for the
recapita1isation of Short Brothers.
[DEFENSIVE:
ground].

The additionality question makes this dangerous

We are Committed to maximising Northern Ireland's receipts

from European Community.
EDUCATION (ANNEX E)
We are committed to raising educational standards for all pupils and
in all types of schools.
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Our reforms recognise the fundamental responsibility of parents for
their children's education.
The reforms will make schools more accountable to the community they
serve.
Parents must decide for themselves about integrated education:

we

shall not impose, but will facilitate and encourage.

ENVIRONMENT (ANNEX F)
Our main priority in the environment field is the promotion of urban
renewal, largely by encouragement of private-sector-Ied development.
We aim to improve the quality of the environment by maintaining and
developing physical infrastructure throughout Northern Ireland.
We are committed to conserving, enhancing and protecting the natural
and built environment, and influencing land use and development in a
creative way.

AGRICULTURE (ANNEX G)
(Including horticulture, forestry and fisheries).

We aim to create

the conditions for efficient production, processing and marketing of
agric'ul tura'l products.
We aim to maximise the agriculture's contribution to the economy,
and protect and improve the environment.
In CAP and other agricultural and fisheries support negotiations we
shall ensure the special position and needs of the local industry
are taken into account fully.
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HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES (ANNEX H)
We have and will maintain a well-staffed, well equipped health
service.
We maintain full parity in social security with Great Britain.

PUBLIC SERVICE (ANNEX;o
As an employer, we are committed to equal opportunity for all
staff. Monitoring ensures that fair practice is achieved and
maintained.
Civil Service efficiency is being improved through greater use of
information technology, manpower and management reviews and
efficiency scrutinies.
The NICS is taking action to implement the 'Next Steps' initiative
in Northern Ireland. Potential agencies are being identified.
Public purchasing is being improved with the NI Central Unit on
Purchasing in the lead.

DP/3663
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ANNEX B

PRISO NS
Nort hern Irela nd priso ns are both secu re and huma
ne and cond ition s
in them are good - there are more cell s than priso
ners .
Priso ners are treat ed as indiv idua ls rega rdles s
of thei r relig ious
beli efs or poli tica l opin ions - all can have dail
y exer cise and
asso ciati on and are give n the oppo rtuni ty to enga
ge in cons truct ive
acti vitie s such as work , educ ation and spor t.
Fam ilies are impo rtant :
all priso ners can have week ly visi ts and
lette rs and are enco urage d to main tain clos e fami
ly link s.
Defe nsive
No-o ne is in priso n beca use of poli tica l view s:
conv icted of serio us, viol ent offen ces.

most have been

'Plea sure ' case s are deal t with symp athe tical ly
in view of thei r
yout h, but they have all comm itted murd er.
The life revie w syste m is fair:
it balan ces the prot ectio n of the
comm unity agai nst the inte rests of the priso ner.
Strip -sea rchin g is kept to a minim um but is a nece
ssary and comm on
prac tice in priso ns throu ghou t the UK, Euro pe and
Ame rica.
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SOME PRISON STATISTICS (AT 1.5.89)

Establishment

1.

SOSPs

Lifers

Total population

Belfast

478

29

5

Maze

573

223

16

Magilligan

303

Maghaberry (M)

258

146

7

Maghaberry (F)

21

6
2

171

YOC

30

404

1 , 804

GRAND TOTALS

2.

No of Prison Officers:

3 , 163

3.

1989/90 Prisons Budget:

£120 , 000 , 000

4.

Annual cost per prisoner:

£50 , 000 - £60 , 000

5.

Releases of Lifers and SOSPs since January 1984:

(approx)

Non-Terrorist

Total

Loyalist

Republican

Given release dates

77

47

8

132

Included in above who
have been released

47

36

7

90

Under active
consideration

22

29

4

55
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