FROM: I T MAYE
SECURITY POLICY AND
OPERATIONS DIVISION
15 JANUARY 1990

1.
2.

cc

PS/Secretary of State - B
PS/Minister of State - B
PS/Ministers (B&L) - B
PS/PUS (B&L) - B
PS/Sir K Bloomfield - B
Mr Ledlie - B
Mr Burns - B
NI Perm Secs
Mr A Wilson - B
Mr Miles - B
Mr Bell - B
Mr Wood (B&L) - B
Mr J McConnell - B

Mrs Col ~ ns (Signed JMcK for CRC 15/1)
Mr R w~o~ l~'I't1T
-tv... ~

SECRETARY OF STATE'S MEETING ON TUESDAY 16 JANUARY 1990 WITH
MR MALLON
I understand that the Secretary of State is to meet a delegation
headed by Seamus Mallon on Tuesday 16 January to discuss the
regeneration of the Newry and Armagh areas.

As the economic well

being of any particular area in Northern Ireland is inextricably
linked to the security situation I thought that the Secretary of
State should be briefed on topics which are of particular concern to
those who live in the Newry and Armagh areas.
2.

I attach briefing covering:a.

Border Crossing Points and, in particular, the Newry to
Dundalk Road about which Mr Mallon recently wrote to the
Minister of State (Annex A).
\1

b.

The campaign to disrupt the rail network on which Newry is
heavily dependent (Annex B).

c.

Significant security incidents in 1989 in the RUC Division
covering Newry and Armagh (Annex C).
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•
d.

Complaints from Seamus Mallon (Annex D).

3.
If I can be of any further assistance please do not hesitate to
contact me.

(Signed)
IAN MAYE

SH Ext 257
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ANNEX A
BORDER CROSSING POIN TS
a.

Clos ed BCPs )

Line to take
BCPs in this area of the bord er have not featu red
in Sinn Fein ' s
recen t poli tica lly insp ired camp aign of re-op enin
gs.
BCP 12
(Kiln assa gart Road ) was inter fere d with some time
ago howe ver this is
a very mino r road of littl e strat egic or tacti cal
impo rtanc e.
It
falls into categ ory three of the RUC' s gene ral
grou ping s and,
whet her open ed or close d, it pose s relat ively
littl e thre at to
comm unity stab ility or secu rity polic y.
Back groun d
The Secr etary of State is aware f the recen t camp
aign to reope n
close d BCPs .
In that porti on of the bord er flank ing Newr y and
Arma gh there has been very littl e activ ity of
this kind , the one
exce ption being BCP 12 (Kiln assa gart Road ) whic
h was inter fere d with
some time ago.
It is of littl e impo rtanc e in eithe r secu rity or
econo mic term s and has not been cont rove rsial loca
lly.
b.

Newr y/Du ndalk Road

Line to take
I can assu re you that the secu rity force s clea r
roads whic h have
been close d due to secu rity incid ents as quic kly
as poss ible but I
am sure you will appr eciat e that such roads can
only be re-op ened
once the secu rity force s are abso lutel y certa in
that there is no
dang er of ambu sh by terro rists .
Surv eilla nce on the Newr y to
Dund alk Road is of the utmo st impo rtanc e and I
shal l be discu ssing
this matt er at the next meet ing of the Ang lo-Ir
ish Conf erenc e; any
comm ents you migh t wish to make will be extre mely
help ful.
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Back groun d
1.

The Newr y to Dund a1k Road is a frequ ent targ et
for terro rists
and it has been close d on many occa sions in recen
t year s whil e the
secu rity force s clea r the area .
It is an impo rtant econo mic link
betw een the Repu blic and Nort hern Irela nd and
its clos ure, for
what ever reaso n, incu rs subs tanti al oppo rtuni ty
cost s.
2.

Seam us Mall on rang Mini ster of Stat e's Offi ce befo
re Chris tmas
to expr ess his ange r at the conti nued closu re of
the Newr y/Du ndalk
Road .
His call was trans ferre d to SPOB and he made a
numb er of
poin ts whic h are recor ded in the attac hed subm
issio n from
Mrs Coll ins to PS/M inist er of State .
In it a meet ing with Mr Mall on
and seve ral of his cons titue nts was recom mend ed
at some loca tions in
or aroun d Newr y to discu ss with the whol e issue
of bord er secu rity
and polic ing in Bord er area s.
It is, there fore , unlik ely to be
raise d at this meet ing but, if it is, the Secr
etary of State shou ld
say that he is awar e of Mr Mall on ' s requ est and
unde rstan ds that
John Cope will be writi ng very shor tly.
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ANNEX A

FROM : CHRISTINE COLLINS
Security Policy and Operations Division
12 January 1990
cc PS/Minister of State (L) - B
PS/PUS (B&L) - B
Mr Wilson - B
Mr Bell - B
Mr J McConnell - B
PS/Minister of State (B)
MR MALLON: CLOSURE OF NEWRY/DUNDALK ROAD AND POLICING OF BORDER AREA
Mr Mallon phoned the Minister's office on the afternoon of Friday
22 December to express his anger at the continued closure of the
Newry/Dundalk Road, which was closed on Sunday 17 December following
the hijacking and abandonment of vehicles at Donne l ly's Garage.

The

call was transferred to SPOB.
2.

Mr Mallon although extremely irate, made a number of

interesting and useful points, including:
(i)

the residents of this particular part of the border
suffer great inconvenience as a result of the current
extradition procedures, because each extradition results
in their area being cordoned off for days at a time;

(ii)

the normal policing of the area is grossly inadequate,
with little police interest in routine matters such as
burglary, etc;

(iii)

the hijacking and subsequent road closure was regarded
locally as a dual purpose incident, aimed firstly at
diverting shoppers away from legitimate businessmen
(presumably in Newry) and into illegitimate businesses
(presumably in Dundalk or elsewhere);
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(iv)

the leng th of closu re was comp letel y into lerab le
since
the Secu rity Forc es had such supe rb surv eilla nce
faci lit i es avai lable to them that anyth ing movi
ng on
that road shou ld be clea rly visib le, and so easi
ly deal t
with .

3.

He also repe ated in stron g term s the accu satio n
that the
Secu rity Forc es' slow ness to respo nd was pure ly
and simp ly a meas ure
of thei r disli ke for the Nati onal ist peop le, with
the very clea r
impl icati on that the Secu rity Forc es stil l discr
imin ated cove rtly,
rega rdles s of any discl aime rs.
4.

Afte r I had expl ained to him at leng th, and not
to his entir e
satis fact ion, the diff icul ties faced by the Secu
rity Forc es in
deali ng with incid ents whic h were cons idere d likel
y to be noth ing
more than ambu sh attem pts, and had reass ured him
that actio n was in
hand to clea r the area , Mr Mall on retur ned to the
poin t abou t the
inade quac ies of polic ing in this part icula r area
, and asked for his
call to be offi cial ly recor ded, and form ally requ
ested a meet ing
betw een the Mini ster, hims elf, the Polic e and the
Army in the area ,
so that the Mini ster could see for hims elf the
diff icul ties facin g
his cons titue nts in this part icula r secti on of
the bord er. He
cons idere d this to be the only mean s left whic h
he had not alrea dy
tried to get some cons truct ive actio n on these
prob lems , altho ugh he
was in no doub t that "they " woul d not let the Mini
ster anyw here near
this part icula r scen e.
5.

Mr Mall on rang the Mini ster ' s offic e again on
5 Janu ary, this
time to comp lain abou t the failu re of Brit ish Telec
om to repa ir
cable s dama ged by the Army durin g reno vatio ns at
the PVCP at
Kille en, the scen e of the earl ier road clos ure.
Havin g estab lishe d
that there were in fact two faul ts, one cause d
by the Army and now
repa ired, with in the boun dary of the PVCP, the
othe r elsew here,
being work ed on by BT, and of unce rtain orig in,
I rang Mr Mall on to
pass on the infor mati on. He reite rated his prev
ious poin ts, and
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added that BT employees were now "scared stiff" of going to repair
faults in the area.

He said again that a meeting at the scene was

the only way to bring home to the Minister his constituents valid
concerns about the disruption to their lives caused by the
combination of terrorist activity, Security Forces activity, and
ordinary criminal acts which the RUC seemed to have no stomach for
combating .
6.

I undertook to pass on his remarks.

Suggested Action
Mr Mallon ' s points about the disruption to the lives of his
constituents caused, inter alia, by inadequate surveillance
equipment on the Newry/Dundalk Road, and by the Irish procedures for
extradition cases, present an interesting new way of pursuing our
case for increased co-operation with the Irish on these matters.
It would be a powerful argument that we seek changes to Irish
attitudes not only because of our need on strict "security" grounds
for such co-operation, but also to allow ordinary people to carry on
their lives in a relatively undisturbed manner.
Clearly, the Minister would be in a strong position to make these
points if he had personally seen the area, and spoken, perhaps not
only to Mr Mallon as its elected representative, but also to some of
those principally affected - for instance, the garage owners and
local residents whose lives have been so disrupted over recent years.
Additionally, Mr Mallon's assertion that there is no Government
interest in maintaining normal life in predominantly Nationalist
areas could most effectively be countered by the appearance of the
Minister, in the same way that the visit to Lisburn in the aftermath
of the pre-Christmas car bomb undoubtedly demonstrated Government
support for the (in that case, predominantly Unionist) inhabitants
in their strugg l e to maintain normal life against terrorist threats
and activities.
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Mr Mallon's representations on this occasion provide an opportunity
for the Minister to combine his expressions of support for the
Security Forces through the series of visits, with the equally
important task of ensuring that the local population of whatever
persuasion are in no doubt both of Government support for them in
their endeavours to lead a normal life, and of the real difficulties
and dangers faced by the Security Forces in countering terrorism,
and in carrying out the normal policing tasks which citizens have a
right to expect.
This could be most appropriately done by the Minister making a visit
to the Police in Newry , and to the Army at the border, as part of
his on-going programme of Security Force visits, combined perhaps
with a lunch, attended by Security Force Commanders, Mr Mallon, and
perhaps those constituents of his most closely affected by the
recent incidents.

I understand these to have included well

respected local businessmen, a doctor, and others of some standing
in the community.
If a visit is to take place, it should be soon, as it is important
to gain the initiative, and also to allow the Minister to be fully
briefed "from the horse's mouth " in advance of the next Conference.
If agreed, a visit might usefully follow the GOC and Chief
Constable's briefing on the border.
The security implications of such a visit have been discussed
briefly with both HQNI and RUC Security Section, neither of whom
foresaw insuperable difficulties.
A draft letter, which serves as a reply to Mr Mallon's letter of
2 January, is attached for consideration.
[SIGNED]

CHRISTINE COLLINS
AM/12398
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DRAFT LETTER
FILE NUMBER

MC7774

ADDRESSEE ' S REFERENCE .... . . . .. . ... . .

Enclosures

Copies to be sent to

Seamus Mallon MP
5 Castleview
Markethill
ARMAGH

LETTER DRAFTED FOR SIGNATURE BY

MINISTER OF STATE

Thank you for your letter of 2 January, and for drawing my attention
to the problems faced by your constituents in the Killeen area, as a
result of the ongoing terrorist campaign.

As you know, I am determined to visit all parts of Northern Ireland,
and to see as much as I can at first hand of the difficulties facing
us in the struggle against terrorism.

I would very much appreciate

the opportunity to meet you and some of your constituents during one
of these visits to hear their concerns.

Equally, I am sure that the

police and Army commanders in the area would welcome the opportunity
to explain the difficulties which they face in ensuring that their
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•
operations can be carried out safely, not only as far as the lives
of their personnel are concerned, but also with the minimum of
danger and inconvenience for the local residents.

Perhaps we might have a word?

JOHN COPE
Minister of state
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ANNEX B
CAMPAIGN TO DISRUPT THE RAIL NETWORK

Line to take
There is no doubt that the rail link between Belfast and Dublin is
of great importance to people on both sides of the border .

Those

who seek to disrupt it not only cause needless hardship and
inconvenience but also put l ives at risk .

The security forces do

all in their power to protect the railway network from attack.

The

railway represents an ideal extended target for terrorists and I am
afraid that it cannot be totally secured except at exorbitant cost
in terms of money and manpower and without infact increasing its
value as a target for terrorists.
Background
In summary, it is impossible to protect the rail network from
attack.

It represents an ideal extended target for terrorist

operations and cannot be secured except at exorbitant cost n terms
of both money and manpower, and without increasing its value as a
terrorist target.
2.

When the line is attacked, by threat or otherwise, the security

forces use their best endeavours to clear it as soon as possible.
But they must proceed with utmost caution in view of the possibility
of multiple booby traps and ambush.

There is a real and immediate

danger to life; lengthy closures are therefore inevitable following
bomb warnings.
3.

The cost of disruption to NIR and the community at large is

considerable; NIR estimate additional costs and lost revenue
totalling about flm/year.
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Should the Dublin/Belfast line be forced to close, about 160 jobs
would be directly lost from the two companies (NIR and lE its
southern counterpart).

Indirect costs to the economy are difficulty

to quantify, but would be very considerable (in excess of £lOm for
transfer of traffic to roads alone).
4.

The Secretary of State should also be aware of the US State

Department's travel advice issued on 22 August which warns
travellers of possible delays and disruption as a consequence of the
PIRA campaign.
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ANNEX C

1989

H DIVISION - SIGNIFICANT INCIDENTS IN 1989

3 February

Two bombing devices exploded on the Kilnasaggart
Bridge. Garda informed the RUC that the railway line
had been damaged 200 metres south of the bridge .
Train services were suspended .

17 February

An lED detonated in the vicinity of the railway line
at Kilnasaggart Bridge, Newry . The line had been
closed for nearly two weeks following a previous
explosion on 3 February .

19 February

The Army located a CWIED in the vicinity of
Kilnasaggart Railway Bridge, South of Newry .

2 March

An lED detonated on the Belfast to Dublin railway
line 350 metres north of Newry . Rail services were
temporarily suspended .

20 March

Chief Superintendent Harry Breen and Superintendent
Robert Buchanan were ambushed and subsequently killed
by terrorists at Jonesborough on their return from a
meeting with Garda in Dundalk, ROI .

11 April

An explosion was reported by a number of military
patrols in the area of the railway line in Newry .
Following telephone calls claiming that several
devices had been planted on the line train services
were suspended .

12 April

Miss Joanne Reilly was killed when a van bomb
exploded in the builder's yard where she worked
beside Warrenpoint RUC Station. Thirty-one civilians
and 9 RUC officers were injured. No prior warning
had been given but 4 telephone calls were received
after the explosion. The device contained approx
1350 lbs HME.
PIRA claimed responsibility.

13 April

Mr Paul Kane was extradited from the Republic of
Ireland . There were no incidents in the vicinity of
the transfer.

16 April

After the clearance operation at Newry Railway
Station the railway line between Belfast and Newry
was reopened but the line further south of Newry
remained closed .
Mr John Griffiths, who was a prison officer, was
killed when an lED exploded in his car outside his
home at Loughgall, on his way to work.
PIRA claimed
responsibility.

4 May

AM/12398

----"""-~

--- - ----- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

.......

--------

---

1989

H DIVISION

4 May

Corporal Stephen McGonigle was killed when an lED
exploded in a parked car as his foot patrol passed by
on the Silverbridge to Newry Road, South Armagh.
Three other soldiers received minor injuries and two
civilians were treated for shock. PlRA claimed
responsibility.

14 May

Four mortars were fired at Glassdrumman Observation
Post, South Armagh . Three exploded in the area, and
one was made safe by ATO. There were no injuries and
no damage caused .

I June

A soldier and a policeman were taken to hospital
(NSl) after they had been injured in a gun attack on
their foot patrol in Derrybeg Estate, Newry . Three
persons were arrested .

18 July

The body of John McAnu l ty, a Warrenpoint businessman,
was recovered from Loughross Road, Crossmaglen. Mr
McAnulty had been abducted by PlRA outside the
Rosewood Country Club in Co Louth of 17 July. The
PlRA admitted that they killed Mr McAnulty because he
was a police informer.

28 July

An lED exploded on the railway line between Newry and
the border. There were no casualties but the line
was closed pending a clearance operation.

29 July

A van lED containing 280 kg of HME detonated at the
Customs Post, near Newry. The Customs Post suffered
major damage and four civilians were treated for
shock.
Four telephone warnings were received.

30 July

An lED detonated at North's Garage, Wattle Bridge,
causing superficial damage to the building. There
were no injuries. Prior to the explosion the RUC
received a telephone warning of the device but they
declared it a hoax.

1 August

A bomb containing 150 lbs of HME was located by the
security forces behind a fence at Newry Road,
Crossmaglen.

8 August

Following a number of anonymous telephone warnings an
lED was located and c l eared between the main
Dublin-Belfast railway line, Newry.

15 August

An anonymous telephone call to the Samarations in
Armagh stated that 2 vehicles had been left outside
the Mall and Customs House in Armagh and that the
devices in both cars would detonate in one hour.
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1989

H DIVISION
The device outside the Mall exploded and completely
destroyed the service station and caused considerable
damage to nearby buildings but there were no
casualties . The device contained between 100 and
2001bs of HME.
The device outside Customs House was successfully
recovered it contained 501bs of ANFO, 81bs of ANNIE,
1 TPU and 1 detonator .

17 August

Following an anonymous telephone warning of a device
on the railway line outside Newry the line was closed.

25 August

Mr Laughlin Maginn (RC) was shot and fatally wounded
by one of 4 gunmen who broke into his home at
2 Lizzize Road, Rathfriland. The UFF claimed
responsibility stating that Mr Maginn was a liaison
officer for PIRA.

28 August

The railway line between Newry and Dundalk was closed
following a telephone call to the Samaritans warning
of a device on the line.

1 September

The railway line between Portadown and Newry was
closed following an anonymous telephone call to
Portadown Station warning of 3 devices on the l i ne.

6 September

The railway line between Newry and Portadown was
closed following three telephone calls to a news
reporter, Daisy Hill Hospital and the Samaritans in
Newry, warning of bombs on the line between Craigmore
and Newry.

26 September

The railway line between Newry and the Border was
closed following an explosion on the Newry line. A
telephone call warning of the device had been made to
the Daisy Hill Hospital .

20 October

Con Michael MARSHALL was shot and fatally wounded
when his RUC vehicle was ambushed by gunmen as it
travelled through Belleek, in South Armagh. A second
officer was also wounded. The PIRA claimed
responsibility.

26 October

Three mortars were fired at Crossmaglen joint SF base
- the Sangar was extensively damaged in the attack
but no casualties were reported.

30 October

Train services between Newry and Dundalk were
suspended following warnings of devices on the
railway line.
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H DIVISION

1 November

Following anonymous telephone calls warning of
devices on the railway line between Newry and t h e
border train services were suspended.

17 November

L/Cpl David Halligan (P/T UDR) was shot and fatally
wounded when he was ambushed by gunmen shortly after
he left Drumadd Barracks, Armagh where he worked in a
civilian capacity as a storeman. The PIRA claimed
responsibility .

18 November

L/Cpl Stephen Wilson, Pte Matthew Marshall and
Pte Donald Macauley of 3 PARA were killed when an lED
placed in stone wall by the roadside north of
Mayobridge, near Newry detonated as a 2 vehicle
military mobile patrol passed by. A colleague,
Pte Lee Manning was SI in the blast. The device was
estimated to contain between 2201bs-4401bs of HME.
The PIRA claimed responsibility.

30 November

Train services between Newry and Dundalk were
suspended following an anonymous telephone cal l
warning of 3 devices on the line .

1 December

The railway line between Newry and Dundalk was
reopened after the 2 suspect devices were declared
hoaxes.

4 December

Railway services between Poyntzpass and Dundalk were
suspended following the discovery of a suspicious
package on the line.

5 December

Railway services between Poyntzpass and Dundalk were
resumed when the device was declared a hoax.

17 December

Services between Newry and Dundalk were suspended
following an anonymous telephone call warning of a
device in a car under a railway bridge in Newry. The
RUC reported that a vehicle was parked under the
bridge, however the line remained closed.
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ANNEX D
COMPLAINTS AGAINST THE SECURITY FORCES

Line to take
I can assure you that all complaints against the security forces are
thoroughly investigated by the RUC and Army authorities.

Where

complaints are substantiated appropriate disciplinary action is
taken against those involved.

If you do become aware of any

specific incidents you must, of course, feel free to bring it to the
GOC, the Chief Constable, to me, or to my colleague John Cope for
investigation.
Background
Mr Mallon is a frequent complainant about the conduct of the
security forces who, he has claimed, discriminate both covertly and
overtly against the Nationalist people.
It is unlikely, given the composition of the delegation and the main
topic for discussion, that Mr Mallon will raise the general topic of
security force behaviour or, less likely still, specific incidences
of security force behaviour.

However, should he do so our line is

simple: we investigate all complaints brought to our attention.
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