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JOHN HUME'S LETTER TO ASSEMBLY SPEAKER 

I attach a copy of John Hume's letter to the Assembly Speaker 

Sacremento. After protracted dealings Mr Hume was persuaded 

prepare and sign the letter, and arrangements are now in hand 

forward it to the United States in time for the hearings in 

California on 28 k1a¥. l\~ ,p_ \L. -

in 

to 

to 

We are aware that a copy of the letter has already gone to Dublin 

and sub j ect to any comment s from add res sees I'~Qu Id propose send ing 

a copy to the Cardinal. 

In order to facilitate his comment~ during media interviews 

yesterday Mr Hume signed the letter as -at 17 April. 

#1J4-
je--.J E McCONNELL 

Political Affairs Division 
;l2..April 1987 
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Dear ~x. Speaker, 

Social Democratic U Labour Party 
, 38 University Street, Belfast. BT7 • FZ. ' 

'm' (0131) 313418. Telex 747848 

6 Hest End pprk, 

DEIlRY EN8 9JF, 

N. Irelann. 

17 April 1981· 

" . . 
You Will recall that we : h~;d , a. very interesting discussion 

", on the ' problems of Northern Ireland ' and-'(m~:.9i,p:il~' ~ights ,:: ~:,, ~e\-l years ago~when ' 

_ you so -kindlY received me in youroffic.- iri:· s;"'ram.nt~:-:sinc. I under-~tand 
tbatyoP Assembly is due to d. bat. t~.~c ·:~;:d." Pri~~i~l;~ dealing with 

dis,?rimihation ae;ainst Catholics "in Norther~ " .Ireland on Ap~il 29, I thought 

you ,might like to have my views 'as leader of ,~,he political party that represents . "~ , ' ' , 

the majority of Catholics in Northern Ireland;"'and that does so, totally . 
committed to non-violence and the democratic process. 

I myself am a f.1ember of Parliament at w~stminster. jo,ly 

district includes some of the highest unemploYJ!lent in the Common Market in 

the to\-iIl of strabane it is 50% and in the Bogside in Derry where I live it is . . ,. 
60f0. I have therefore not only a deep but a direct interest, as have the people . 
\-Iho elect me, in all matters relating to unemployment in Northern Ireland. i ; 

I would therefore ask that those whom I know to be anxious to help US should 

take our views seriously into account. 

I also represent the Ttlhole of Northern Ireland as one of 

thre~ members in the E1JropeF\11. PElrlinment. My vote comes largely from the Catholi~" , 
population. 'l'he Areas of ~eatest \1ne~ployment in Northern Ireland in addition 

to Derry I'll'ld StrabF\11.e, are pIeces li ke Newry and west Belfast, all of them " 

Catholic are13S. 
r.ly political career began~; as a leader of the ' Civil Rights 

movement out of which , waS founded the party which I now lead, the social 

Democratic and Labour party. 
" 

• 
I apologise for dwelli~g so much on ~uch on my credentials, 

;i · 

. . . . .' 

~ ~.~ ~. ' " .; ~.~~i#..:g~!t5P:~:.;:~?;~~:fJ;~i~~:';f.t·1..·~· t' :" .~ ' . ~~ J. ·· ... ;;.:n~;~~,~ :~ \. I ' '" ' • 
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.but I do so in order to . stress my deep experience over. the past twenty years ..' . 

of the problems about which you are deliberating and ;about which I am ~~fltiijg~-~), :, ... 
. ,. ' ". '!'. 

to you. 
' . ~ . : .. .. 

:.. -... .. ~ 
: ~ .. , 

The Civil Rights Movement,': ~s t:di~ ; ~y o,wn 'partyat i ts,foundation, ': .' 

had three .basic aims - a fair electoral · system , ~i fairallooation of· publio
i 

. housing and fair distribution of emplOYJl:lent;'J:- ~ery~ne : ~uld;'agreethat :we --

': . 

. ' .' , :.' . : . ~ ; , . ." • • • - o. • '. •• 

have made substantial progress on the f~;r,st :::tw6 ~>objeptives - and."! believe -it \:> 

: . ~ ". ~' . '. 

.'. reaSonable to assume that we ' would ' al~oh~~~;>mad~ ,pr.~gTess " on~· 'the .. thirdhad:";:;~' . . . ' "\ '" . -;.. ' . .: ..... ; ...... 

. " it -not ·-been . for ~' a nu')1bet\~f .. fMtbr~:~.~;;;;:<:,'0~~h~1~~;i:~£~;~;:0:!. ·: , i+~:,\ ';\,r ;:-;~ .' ; _, :'_o_~ , , .. _ 'u'-~:.T~:·:;:;?i~:~:C~~c " . ':\::~ 
.... >:' The factors that have seriously -militated _.against- the reduct~~·~~';>r?:X;·, ., · ::,:: 

. . ' : .. : " ;," " '. -.;;:': ' .' . . '; .. '.' . . _ .... ,~ ~,,~.:.:;::~(~ ; :::;> :: .... · .v .. ·.~.: .. . . · . :;~: 

. • ,,' in unemployment in Northern .. Ireland· in .the .. past :seventeel'l, years ,have been ,"~ ·::~r: ; :; ; .' :.) . 
. ' . . " . . : '" ~ . '0, . ..' .: , " . } .. .. .. '.>' ,,' ..... ':. . '. " . .•. ,- . . . '" .\ .. ;' . 

the . international recession with its effeots ; all over Europe, : and the oampaign "> ' " 

ofviolenoe in ;Northern Ireland itself,: 'whioh:.hasnot only destroyed jobs ' . 

:.' direotly 'but frightened o'££"; outside in'vestorEl ;" :::: Independent experts engaged ' 
'.' ' . ' ; ~.' . :. '. ':': ;' .' .. ' :~ "~ ': : ",:,~';;:'.: . "';. ";-. . .. . . . ' . ': . " .: 

:. ':'. 
, ', ; ;" ; 

.... ;. 

; by the: New Ireland F.orum · estimatedthat >th~ ; IRA: oampaign'ofviolenoe in '.:" ,; 

Northerlllreland cos1;39~OOO 'jobS ~ in ' N6~~h~~~;; ':U:~1ru1d, and " ~lid £11 billion " ;- :,' ~" . . ... 

> '. wo~tll ~fdamag~t~ , th~ ' ~cinomy · of:Ir el~;!;l~#.~i ar>~ · :S0'1~h. / ~~ .. . many mo~~!·i(;k,[,;;.!i;. " , :>"~ 
,~::.:;:: of:~ Pur ;;; young people. would ·.be ; in employm.eri tdoda.i, :i(:that ,~oarnpaign had -not : , : '? '·~i~,::,:":7:~.(::/,'./~ 

.. Wi;~~~~1~1,~~1 )', ," ,.... . ,)~%j;i;\; .• ·i.,~;%;~;/t1~~:~~5~~~#Ki~jB.;J.~~~},.r;lk~\,. ' " ' )~@i;J~;~'t:;\t~i~;\i~l~~ 
.' ... :. .. .i '" .' .,: . We believe ·i t · to ·. be .. self":"evident " that'j~ thesPI'oblems ·,, of .: ;;;i.;"' ;;J;/';";".:,:.<.;:',,::.o:", ~ 

•. :,:;:'11ll~mp~~~eJlt · among . cath0.1i~. , i~ · . J~~.t~~i~]#.~~~;;;~~';;~~i~f~Ol;:d·~~.· · .·~~e'·f~!f;fi;~'ij~~"j!\:~ , 
::,~A\~ employment practioes alone .If we had:; f,ai;" 1;;~ljlploY1!1E:lrit : in.! a:l:];?~eae . of· ·::,':;:".i"Y;: ·(·\.' ·~:';~Y:}f ' ::::.! -" .:~.: ' . . . . . . .," :: . """. ., : '.. ;' . '. . .' ':. . ".. . '::' .. ::" .y: ':;:":', .. },:, .; '. ~ : .. :: , 
':::" "Northern Ireland to-morrow, we would still ; have huge Unemployment in Derry, ' ,\'::;'" ';:,,,,;. ' : .-j 

:" Newry, Strabane, West Belfast eto., - 'the major Catholio areas. ' Wetherefore "')" 

::'~~:j .,beli eve ~ tha t " any s tfta tegy ' to. .deal'.eff eaU v'ely:,~1li~tliEt proolem'-mus t "be a. .... -:~:~'~--:--~.- :~~ 
'F >;:<" t~n'trackstrategy _ the~trongest appli~ationof f~ir employment pra.otioe~ .,. '; " ' . ' ". 

and prinoiples in Northern Ireland and a major effort in oreatingnew jobs ·" 

whioh means attraoting substantial inward investment. ~hat . is why we have 

" ' . . ' 

. appealed to our friends in the U.S. to enoourage Amerioanoompanies to inv.est 
.. ... 

. , ' , 

" 

in areas of high unemployment in N. Ireland. , This is an .affirmative aotion . ", 

. .,; ., 
.... : ' approach. That is why we are oonoerned about oertain aspects of the Mo Bride .. 

Prinoiples oampaign. There is a serious danger that this oampaign will ,. disoourage : . . ".. ... . . .. .... ... ~.::-

.. " 

, 0 , • 
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.... ~o~~Prevent ' industry 'n t N th . I 1" d . , ,~:: .••. ' . com1. g ." o . or ern~\ ~ • .. . 

,}/,:, : ,: ; ":. :: : W~wo~~.~ ;. go, ~.l1.tout t~9:r it ! ~?,~) 11elf~ev.i.~ent ,;· th~t . any .. u.s. company .. 

• ~. t "", 

• ~~.~. ~ ." " " ; ,' . " . ' , ' . ', -; " , ( • • - ~ " ' . " ,', ',- . • .. .. " ~ - .. '0' _ " • , 0' ~, ,: ( , • 

" .:r';; ~nterestedin ,1ocating ·J.n ~. Western , EuroP!3 · insicJ.e ;; the ; Common Market will be .;:," ,(:.; v:":';:: ::'> , 
'1,'" 1 ':. . , W ":J~ ,,'\. 4 ' . '.' , ' •• , '.~'. . ." , ..... ~ • ' , , , • , .0 , ,, ' ... , ' . - , 

:~(·,<~d, J·s ').e.~.ng"'; bomba.t.:,ded:{wi t~ ' ' attract~ye';; in~~~~~~n.t~, .:from'~ev~ri':: region. 'BY "'." ./~ .. -;'~:!;" :":" "':' : >:: ., .' ,'" : \ ' ~:-'~ " ;"I • •• ~ ... I~:.::.£ , '" : .... ,.. _ ' , .. !t~~ ;~'j1~;"J ; !;'.r""· ":·~~L .. /:it'.·I "'.,; :.;~ I " ""; ' '-?:'J", ',;V, ' '~. :~~ :-:;~ I: :::'~:I : ..... l" : . ~ :~.J I 
: ;.- '; c,o,ntrast, : if ' they. are < l ed -to".believe , th~t '.th~ey ; tdll;:p.a"e ~'poli tica1.'· ~roblems ", .; ~'';';;'':j::'::.,'',' . ; .', ·:·i. , 

,.. . ".' I , '" r : ' "~ " : a1,.'I .-' . ,,"~~. I .' ~ l'" ~.:. .. :,:!.\.:~.I. · •• :< .~, .. , ...... (l . .,., "a, ,,\;..(,~: , ~!, ., .. ':~ "; .. : ':,' 
.'.;: or'· problems ' with : their :. shar.eholders :if.'~ the;t~loqate ,~ in~Northerli'.~Ireland, ·· 'then ' .<,-'~;jKt/; ,>.\'<:." ;;;. 
r';,'J .:': .: ' .. ~. I • 1~' .~) ", , , .... .. ~ : ., .... ' :~ .t:'~.,. ~~?~ ~~ ... ~·.T · ·h;,. . ."'s: .;.:~.~r. ~ i'.:' ~!:/w . , .~ p' , " I " t .: I "~' ~: :;tJ. I~~ ;~t~:?~~<,~.; : ~~~~.' ~. r; ' :' 
:. (:t~ey. ~,e ,more likely .n~ ~!:to , ~ome ~~ . al+~but.~{to~ g<? ! ~o~e~~.~re ·~else .•. ' '. ;,,:.' ~. :,~,:;;,::::'i.:~~'{,'::~-.,;,: .. ~.>: .' :" 
.' ":; :,: J';': '.... : ' .. : , , ' .. ::~ ,\",. , , .: .' ,.: . '· : ~~;':~~f~~¥.:1.;i~(/;/·~~; . <:)::1':!;: !':::.lC;'.:· ... ::: 4~:' .... ~~' '': ' ; ,~ :.!,: ~;./~\:~,i: :.;;·/: . . 

;:,'" ", We have no : objection to ···the ,:Mo ;'Bride .". Prinoiples:aB ;prinofi>ieij; -'''':~~j!,10'>~~,;·::;' · . 
: . . I . !/ " : .... .... '. 1 I " .~).(. "' 'io , 0: t,:' : .., ~ : '. ;'", ~ ~"":j .. '- ~;-.J ' -:.~ ., :';;:~i ./l~ ~i~ '\ 1~,;".: ~: .. ~ ,', 

.'. ':"indeed: we "have adopteda 'much;; more oomprehensive set oLprinciples ourselves . . \"" .. 
::"? :.~ . " , :.~ ~.:: J ; 'i' :' . :: ." . .' .. , ( '. <>l ',' . <~. :; ' \;' ;~ '~ " ,~ ~ . : . : " .(,".:t~i ~.~f~-:,~"r!.~;(~~ .. ;1-)..:<: .,.' '; t\*:~>,;:.i;t~J"I ,:jt-!;~ , :~ 'f~, ... . ~,;.' ~ .......... ~~: :. i ;· ~f.\~·:t~~1.:.~1~~~~(:it~:i· : i:: I;: . ..: : ' .~ . 

· i ;: ' ~.': (see ' .. enolosed . SDLP document) • . ··Our . differ(3no~~h>uf:~Siinplyf is i;,that, principles "; of:X~~c~\~1<;·";:;,\'<,, ji.~ i:'::: ; 
;>\ .~ ~ . .'/:" ' ... ',' ," "\ . .' . . ,.' . ' . :":,' ,:::,' " . . : .':~( : .. " :' .~; ' ~" " " : (. :: . ;.. .. :"'!~';'.: .:' .... " " .. ,:; ' · .r ; ' < !;~',:,:~· .~;:r ·J<'7;.: '~·:' : :.:.~.· . · · ~ ' '::>: 

,><'< fair ; employment · for Northern · Ire land should.:; be ; applied ' in . Northern ' Ireland~i ;;~i;-;: : ; .:\,'.r:;' :; -::: ;:;,:::' 
,.:;.~~ ~ ,,""~ ; I ' , . ;" . """ ~. :: . ' .. ;... .. , . ..: : .... ", ,... ' . '~ " ... :'. ~:";"':;'\.;:~ " ">; . ;', ' ,~ . .- '.,., . ; .:. , ',. '''.; ..... .. , :-. . • . .' .:. ·f .. 

'.' and not. :in :' the ' .. Uni ted States • .. · ,~ ::.: >Y/~ ::':, :c·'· ., '.. . ;:;:>,,:.' : .. ' , .•. : .... : .. :'.',.; .. ; .. : "":':'~'::~~'I":~' 
.' ; . ' .. ~ ;.:,~ ..• :.,; ::.:. : . . ' : '. ~:, : . . ... .. .. " .. ~':".. . 

·.·In relation to ensuring the 'applioation ,affair '. employment . " , :~i;;::;." ';,::::' ')' . 
. . ·. f .' . . ~ ~::/ ' ) ' \'~:':. : ~ " "" ' . . ' " :'l. ~:·.· . . ! .... . ~. " . .;. '~ '." .' .,.' .";';:: .!." ' J:" ;'>.: ),~" ~" : " :";;'; :'~ ~ ~ ': ,.:: ~"f ';: 

' principles in Northern Ireland itself, . we ; would believe . that we now have.: a . / ' ;<: ~;~~<~y:,\\";.",» ; 
'. '. • >'.' >.\, '-: " " ".. . •. '. ,: . , ' , . . "..' .:. :: ~: ."' ! ..... :<:.\: .~ . ·. ,Jl':'/:~!. ,~:.'; ~. ;.~~f~:/ 

.much fairer ' decision making process than we,: nave ~v:arhad • . The Anglo-Irish ' ,:< .. ci; !·:.y·i..i ;':'.'ii""~'~;.~, :1 

' . Agreement has set upthe ' Anglo-Irish Conference of both British and Irish ' :·.:· .. f-<~ -; ': :::,':/·'·::, :" 
. : .... " • ~ •• ~. .' . '1. ;-~ ... :?:.~: ,- .? ~ /' :. ~. "' :> : : : ~. 

governments to deal with ·the probl ems of· Norther n Ireland. '" The whole : • . :- '. ;·A:.: : ~ ·:·::;::;h :';;;':;J1 
~ . ..~ .':::-: ., . '. . :' , . :. . . .. i"; :, :~.~:: ' ~ .r~:~ .. ··: · , '.: :·!-\~;;::~:;·~·7 

· democratic wor l d, including your PWl1 nationai" leaderShip ' in " a majorbi-.partis8n>~;JJ;t,~;::,lX~81~ 
'. • • :. ~"~' . ", ,' .' ~ ' :: ; '~ •. I · • ' . ' .. ; ,. . .. .. .. :.. \ . "": · " : · ~ ; ' ;· " Ji' :.Ii~t:~B~~;';"'>/;~.::·f/; ~I:~·&~ 

statement, applauded this significant ' development. ' Through ' this Conference:/:;?x;'~:~:'~:;:>:h;,:,~'}'!\R 

.... :~ :e £~:~~:~::v:~:~;:::~;:;2::;~~~::::::;::::~~o~::~,i~~;!JIIJ11~t~l 
up our proposals in response to the Consultative '-Document and .the matter: is ':·}:\),::.;:;:.;; :.,~.?': :~~; ·:r , 

" . . . ' . " . ~ '. " '~:I' : ' : ..... '. '" . '" ,:.-. ' . '. ., , \.~.; . .i ~~.~ . ~;~i~ : ~i/ri~/;!"~':".;~i" ;'; ~ 

· now under ' active consideration at the Anglo-Irish . Confer ence Table. : Wehave : ·:,;,,' :~;,'~:>~i.;J;;~:',~:i;':>:; 
"" . . ' . '.' . " . . . -.., • .. :_ . .' .' • . ' \~. ',. .. . ,"'t ! • • ; f'" 

. .. eve.,.-y confidence that the Irish Government~Ul do everything in its power at ·.. .. ·- '. '. 
, '" " . . .. . , <' ~~">" '~'~:'~: '.;':; '- " . ' " . < ' . .. :< '.' '.: .. ; . . ' . ..~ · .... ;· ;~; .. ~:·r.;~·!:ir~~:· ~ ~G·.:.; ~·~;~.,~;:::.' · 

: .• ·· thatConference Ta.ble to ensure the emergence of: more . than adequate legislative · >':' .. : '~ · ' ::-' 
. , ', . . ' .. . ... ; '. ' . 'i"': '::" • :, .... I ~ .. :. . 

,' ·. proposals.The next step :in the . process, ! ~avil'lg.: considered this reaotion, j:willt;~,;ji~.('\ !~ S,;rf.:, 
• .. :'. ... .:-. .. . .. . . . ', . :';~' '' ''''' ;''i.: '~'~ '': ''';~ ... '.'''( ''~ '; .. \ : 

.. ' be for the British Government to publish ' a \-!hi tePaper setting out in detail ·.·· ':::.,. i, " . :. 

its proposals . for new legislation to deal ' with :Elrnployment discrimination. , 
.. \ . , . . 

Could I therefore suggest that J~e . best course of aotion that .; ,~ .- ' J ... ', ...... . 

.",~ 

' .. ' your Assembly oould take at the present ti!De, ':: would be . towi thold any action ' 

· ~tilyou.: see the nature 0r. .}~e :new iegislat~ve " proposa+s? : In that way, you .. ' 
~. ; . . . .' .. '.' .:t,.'~-:-I<;·':.}:':.'<'I'~ :;-'~·( ';: .,: ... , ~. . ' . 
... :i " \~:~;::; ,,,, .. . '. . . ' . 

.. '. ~'. " :, , . ' . . 

t::":~t:tJ!t~!~il~~"~=/ ', .. ... . 
:', 

~:. . 

!.' :: , . .:, ..... 

....•.•. ···~~·~~jilJ;IJ.·· 
• • . ' .• , .~ •• • 1 
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\oTill avoid any possible disinvestment damage and will strengthen the pressure, 

for 'meaningful' Fair Employment legislation. 
;. ' , ' 

May Lalso point out, Mr. Speaker, that the approach of my party, 

firmly rooted in non-violence, has had the consistent support of your national " 

" ' 

leadership in the Senate and Congress, as offering the most constructive w~ 
' t forward in Northern Ireland. You will appreciate the deep difficulties in pursuing 

the path of non-violent democr8.tic politics in a deeply divided society and one" ',"" 

that is ridden with prejudice. There is however, no other way, for as Martin 

Luther King put it so well'~~ "'Ibe , old doctrine of an eye for an eye leaves 
" .~ :, ' , i ' 

everybody bllind". 

" ,, : < , : ; , .~' ', ',. ·' /1 ' ,', 
. .... . , .. . ,~,:" >..... ". ' 
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. " ~ ,: I . ' ... . -': " 

i . ' John Hume. ,I' 

', '. 
' . ~ .. 

. .. . ' 

" .. . . :, 

',' ;":. , '\ 

: ' . . ' . 
):;:.0: 

. ' [ 

. t 
! . 

',' ;' , 

. . ,,: 

, .. .. 
. : ...• .., .. 

".', ':: ' ~ : ') 

, The Hon. Willie Brown, 

Assembly Speaker, 

State Capi tal, 

SACRMiENTO , 

CA95814. 

c.c. Senator Lucy Killea, 

state CApital, 

SAC RAM EN TO 

CA95814. 
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