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Rezsearch Froposal

VIOLENCE AND COMMUNITIES
The impact of political violence in Northern Ireland
on intra-community, inter—-community and community—state relsticonships

Introcuct:on

A recent review of the ressarch (1) has showr that, despite the

of studie iatin

m

to.the Morthern Irelarnd conflict, there

mn

plethar

]

m

are e=till crucial gaps 1in ou- understanding of the effects of the
vialenze which has continued since 194%. Thess gaps are particulasrly
criticel since they prevent uwus Trom sccurately gaucing the current

cstzte of community relations and the attitudes of different section

n

cf the community towards varicus aspects of current political and

security policies and the probable reactions of these sections tc  any

changes in such policies.

There hzve, of course. besn a corsiderable numbar of attitude

mn

surveys and apinion polle dealing with the expreszeed attitudes of the

general rpopulation on 2 number of issue

. derivirng from the Northern
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n
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relznd conflict, but even with the m3st carefully construc

gquecstionnsire the more essrsitive the issu=zs bheing exuplored the les

Ly

n

relizhle ar-e the responcses. Eurthermrore, the data giv=2se at best =z

not necessarily tell us how thecsa

n

partial picture <=ince it dos
ettitudes - which are, in any event, often ambiguous — are exprecssed

Hehaviour. We would concur with the corclusion arrived
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‘We believe that attitude surveys in genersl provide little
more than e partial and somewhat distorted view of day to dav
lite: In day to day life attitudes are fluid. and responsive to
the exigencies of the situation. Consequently. attitudes and
actions are not in any simple relationship with one anothsar:

not only do they interact but they often seem to be in apparent
contradiction to one ancther (2}

Frebakly the becst enample of the damger in relying solely on attitude
=urveys 1s thz case of integrated ecducstion, which from =z number of
surveys and peolls would appear to have the suppnrtl of the great
majority of the peocople whereas few families =zctually avail of the
edmittedly limited opportunities provided for intecrated scheoeling.
Indeed, proposals fgr the integrestion of teacher tiraining collegecs had
to be withdrawn in the face of political and church oppcesition, backed

up by apparently widespread public support for this oppeosition.

This i not tc diesmiss totzlly the erolaratory or indeed the
predictive value of surveve, but rzatber +o suggest that 3 bhetter

understanding of =ttitudes and =sccial behavicowr can ks reached by
veing such surveys i conjunction with research carried ocut by the
t=achrigues asscocisted with s=ccial armthrozologists: that is to say, by
a combination of participant observaticn and formal and informa

irterviews gver 3 pericd of time.

Thners have, incesd, beer a numrber of such studies carried out in
Northern Ireland, the moet important of which - from the point of view
o+ incresasirng cur uncderstanding of the causese and effactse =¥ the
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Narthern Ireland conflict on  the ge=neral population — are Rosemsary
Harris® =study in Ballygawley in the early 1950s (Z) and Frank Burton’s
research in the Ardoyne in the early 1970s (4). However, much of this
type of research has tended to focus on small rural communities in
a-eas such as North Down, areas which have had 1little direct

es are

el

enperience of the post-1969 viclence. Wrile these stud
extremely wvaluable 1n deecriting.the situation which prevaile across
wides geographical sreas of the province, we hkelieve that a Ffuller
understarding of the E{fecté of the continwing vislence on the

-

majority of the population would reguire the fcllowing studies;

1. an up-to-date study of a Cathelic working-class urban areaj;
2. =a study of & Protestant working-class urban areas
Z. a study of a mixed community in the border area; and

4, e study of

1]

smzll integrated community. =

Item 1 is currently being <studied by &a researcher in UWest

Belfzst and w= will have access to hkis findincs. This proposal,

-

therefore, relstes toc items 2-4.

| fim of the proposed studies

Thte aig of these studiez is= to eraminz socisl interactior
L]

attitucdes and behaviour withir each of the three communities. The

chijective is — in corjunction with earlier ard other- current research

- o earrive a2t a fuller- understending of thz eftfects of the current

viclence and political uncertainty on the general population of the
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‘ province. The studies will be policy oriented in the sense that while

(

the researchers will be examining a wide range of social behaviour in
the different communities they will be particularly concerned with the
current state of community relations and the attitudes of different
sections af the ﬁcpulati:n to various aspects of public policy. In

particular, the studies will focus on three key issues:

{1) to what extent have the Protestant and Catholic communities
become further polarised as a result of the cortinuing
violence and political uncertainty;

{2 ta what extent, and for what reasons, are various sections
of the Northern Ireland populaticn ‘alienated’ from the
state; and

{3} to what extent is ths seemingly fairly high degres of
social interaction between FProtecstants and Catkclice in
certain physically integrated areas - e.g. middle—-class
residential areas and univercsities 5 socially and

politically significant or merely suparficial, and to what
extent does such physical integration help reduce community
tensicn and political polarisation.

Methodclagy

The research will involve three ethnegraphic studies. each
lasting two years, with a researcher livirg for a =zubstantial part of
the time in each of the areas teing studied, and will invelve a
combination of participant observaticn and formal and informal

interviews. The three suggested areas are:

-
[y
e
m

. predominantiy Profestant urban district;
(2) a border area, and

(3) a small integrated area.
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The field work will be carried out by three researchers = o he
appointed - under the general supervision of Frofessor Darby and Mr
Hamilton. M- Hamilton will be Director of the proiect and
responsible for its financial administration and academic direction.
One of the three researchers will be the senior researcher, employed
on the 1A salary scale; his or her main responsibility, apart from
the field work in one of the three arseas, will include co-ordination
of the three +field studiee and routine administration under Mr
Hamilton. The other two researchers will be appointed to
Studentships, and will be expected to enrcl for high=r degreesz at the

university.

The project will be centred within the Centre for the Study of
Conflict and institutional support, B.gs 4 secretarial and

administrative assistance, will be provided by the Centre.

A research liaison group will be established by the PFRU.
Interim reports Ffrom the research team will be preaeﬁted to this
group. In adition, two up-dates of the literature review mentioned

the +irst sentence of this propossl will bs prssented during the
pericd of the project. This will require short—term research

assistance.

It is recognised that cne cof the problems ascsociated with such a
project is ensuring compsarability of data derived from the individual
.studies, and that cbtaining such comparible data mav, in fact., recuire

slightly different approzaches in each of the individual areas beirng

i}
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studied. To deal with the problem it is proposed to embark upon the

following programme:

(1) Induction of new researchers;

(2) overall co-ordination of the studies by the =eniar
researcher;

i
.

3) attendanze by the researchers holding the Studertships at
the Research Methods element of the M.Sc. course in Social Policy and
Administrations;

(4) regul ar meetings batween the researchere and the
supervisors; and

{S) a programme of seminars involving all these inveolved in the
project and other perseone connected with the Centre for the
Etudy of Conflict.

Schedule

While each of the three studi=s would be of value in itself we
feel that teo achieve the maximum benefite from the research — that is
to say, to help us build up an accurate picture of the situation
across the province — it is preferable that 311 three studies should
te carried out, if possible, corncurrently. bie propocse that they
should commence on 1 Jénuary 19845 or a= szon &S practically possible

atter that date.
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Budget
Salary for Senior Researcher (1A Scale) x 2
Year 1, £8920; Year 2, £9390
National Insurance and Fensions
Two Post-graduate Studentships x 2 yeEars
Travelling Expenses
Two up-dates of literature reviews

Frinting

by

Conferences. consultations etr-,

years

Overbkesads {Supervision, room, secretaricl etc.)

Total

* Currently under review.
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