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MR ENOCH POWELL'S SPEECH TO THE HANTS AND DORSET MONDAY CLUB CONFERENCE

The Secretary of State has seen the text (attached for ease of reference)
of the speech which Mr Enoch Powell gave to the Hampshire and Dorset Monday
Club Conference on 21 September. He would be very grateful for a detailed
and critical analysis of the speech, in terms particularly of the structure
of the arguments put forward by Mr Powell.

Jmmw. Dole- e S

J B DUKE-EVANS
Private Secretary

23 September 1985
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NOT FOR PUBLJCATION OR REFERENCE TO
CONTENT EEFCRE TIME OF DELTVERY

Speech by the Rt Hon J. Enoch Powell, ML . ™) to ‘the Hants

and Dorset Monday Club Conference o thz bainhin Hohol,
Southawpton, 11.00 au, Szturday, <ist Soptember 198%,
Duplicity in poliiies is peardy 2ivays smelfcdestructive. That

1s why it has beon so tragic te waic e Conservative Governwent, whish

in so mueh eclsc has kept iTx undertakings snd itz supporters,
behave with persistent duplicity towards the part of the United Kingdom
known as Ulster or- Nortnern Ireland.

The Ccvernmeat s public profession is thah Ylster xhell be a part
of the Unitéd Kingdom a3 long as its pzcolie wizh, That “hey do wish,
they have declared by fifteen seats fc fwi on the samc Franchisc and
electoral system as the rest of Britain uszes to elect its government.
On no other question have British electors delivered so ¢verwhelming
and unmistakeable a vcrdict. Yet the actions of the Government have
been, and still continue to be, in gross conflict with their profession.

Every policy undertaken in Ulster sinee 1979 has been designed, in

concert with the Irish Republic, wgyich claims Northern Ireland as its

own térritory, to promote the removal of Ulster from the United Kingdom

into scme form of all-Ireland relationship. The durrent negotiations
with the Irish government are explicitly being conducted on the basis

"that the Irish Republie has a legitimate interest in the internal

affairs of that part of the United Kingdom. e.a N{ o & Sode

If anyone imagines that this course of behavicur is consistent
with ccmmitment to Ulster's constitutional status aﬁ part of the Union,
he need only ask what the pcople of Yorkshiré or Cornwall would think
if the same manoceuvres had been .applied to them. It is futile to
plead 1in Justification that the Republic alone has a common land
frontier with Britain. Nobody suggests that because Switzerland has
common land frontiers with Italy, Austria, Germany and France, therefore
those countries must have.a legitimate interest in the internal affairs
of the adjacent Swiss cantons. It is still more perverse to point tb

the existence in Ulste$ of a small minority which, like small minorities
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in Wales and Scotland, objects to being included in the United Kingdom.

If Ulster is to--be part of the United Kingdom, a foreign country which

‘lays.olaim to it is the last that can ever be conceded by Britain any °

status on that minority’'s behalf.

_The Govornment has long understnod porfcoetly well -that the very
suspicion of any attempt to shift Ulster into an unwanted relationship
with the Republic or to call its position in the Unit., Kingdom into
question is certain to prcvcoke the passionate resentment of its own
people, as a similar suspicion would dJo anywhere clse, and to sustain
and encourage terrofist activity. Why then, it may be asked, does the i
Government persist in playing with fire by acting in & manner cynicallf;
incompatible with the undertakings repeatedly given to its own people?

The answer is_that the Government thinks it can play a double game!
and get away with 1t5 It wants to achieve an arrangement with the
Republic that will erable it to say to Ulster, "See, there is nothing
in this agréement thét iﬁ practice diminishes UK sovereignty" whlig N
saying at the same time to Dublih, "Louk, there is progress fot you
towards getting the united Ireland by consenﬁ which you make nu secret
of wanting". Sc thé Irish are to be fobbed coff with concessions which
Ulster will be assured are only illusory but which the Irish are intendq
to miﬁ#ake for evi&ﬁﬁée of more to come. '

-The Governmehf{;ré in the business of cheating both sides. But
the question still éfises: "What is in it for Britain?" The answer
is that there is a'ﬁﬂ;gd party whom the Government are also hoping to g

cheat. For reasons_ﬁhich have nothing to do with the interests of

Britain or still less those of Ulster, the United States is keen o

see fhe Irish Rephblic's political aspirations fulfilled. It was
fascinating recently tq hear the US congressman Biaggi, when opposing
the ektradition tfeaty with Britain, declare "I contend that ratifi-
cation of the treaty will represent full United States acceptance of
the political statusﬂquo in Northern Ireland, which would be a danger=
ous and unwarranted poaibion" Hiauing. therefore, to keep in uith

¢ ‘United Statesl the.ﬁovernment ails at ‘producinz for sale in




.erica spurious evidence of its willingness vo provide Liae Republie

with pciitieal satisfanticn.

So everybody is busiiy double~orosszing cVaryLody wlod Britain
intends to ahent the Wepuolic by Holding cub constiiuticnal change in
Ulster whichk 1%t caasnct deliver
not to deliver. The fepubliic fLtanas
effective co-opcration z2gainst the Iha, vwnieh i
would commit suici i€ i% tried to deliven. Borth ere Lrying to cheat
the Amerinssas by hoiling out the prosusst of o peliticslly appeased
Republic rozly 5o ussizb Sou NATO allizrc2 - somethinz which neither
of them is able to deliver.

It is a tricky znd o dangerous pioy all round. It wiil fail of
course because the propositions are built on sand. The miserable
thing is that the penalty for this duplicity will be pa2iZ by the inno-
cent. To keep the merry game going, men, women and children in Northern .
Ireland will continue to be killed and bereaved because of the hopes
and fears which the Government's proceedings continually sustain and
renew.

There is one blessing which it is in the Government's power to
confer upon Northern Ireland. It is indeed nothing other than what
the Government has solemnly promised but never yet performed. That
blessing is the full and unequivocal enjoyment of the Union pure and
simple, unbeset by initiatives or negotiations or underhand deals,
by constitutional innovations or outlandish experiments. The path
of honcurable and straightforward dealing, as so often, is the way
to peace and safety. There are those of us who still want to hope
that a Conservative Government will yet take that path in Northern

Ireland.
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