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SECURITY SITUATION
I attach a note by Mr Stephens recording a recent conversation
~

with the GOC which I
2.

think the Secretary of State should see.

The security statistics can be interpreted in different ways.

In terms of fatal casualties we are still on a declining curve.
But this is due not so much to a reduction in terrorist activities
as to the successes of the security forces and to an element of good
At any time,

luck.

a single serious incident,

or a recurrence of

activity by Loyalist paramilitaries, could push the figures up again.
I would accept the GOe's general argument that we are on something
of a plateau and that the present level of terrorism could be
maintained for the indefinite future by a comparatively small number
of activists with access to the necessary funds,
explosives.

weapons and

The question is whether there is any new initiative

which might enable us to break out of this situation.
3.

I do not think that the GOC's idea of selective, short-term

detention is the right solution and I
right to discourage him on this.
breakthrough,

am sure that Mr Stephens was

If there is a possibility of a

I believe it is more likely to be found in closer

co-operation with the Irish.

We believe there are a considerable

number of terrorists who have taken refuge in the South and are able,
from conditions of comparative safety,
the border.
people,

If we could get better intelligence about these

closer surveillance of their movements, permission for the

RUC to question suspects in the South,
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to launch operations across

and some action to control

CONF IDENT IAL
y.

the flow of home -made expl osive s,

it could trans form the s i tuati on .

Pres ent indic ation s are not very enco uragi
ng.
Neve rthel ess , . it seem s to me that this is
the most prom ising sing le
appro ach and tha~ we shou ld make a majo r effo
rt in this direc tion
in the cont ext of the curre nt Angl o-Iri sh
nego tiatio ns.
The Secr etary of State may wish to discu ss
Mr Step hens ' minu te
with Mr Scot t and offic ials as a preli mina
ry to a wide r discu ssion
with the GOC and Chie f Cons table at a futur
e SPM .
4.
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