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PS/Secretary of State (B&L) cc PS/Mr Scott (r ) 
PS/PUS (B& ) 1.t) 
Mr Bloom 'eld 

r Innes 
Mr Wood 
Mr Templeton 

'LS'-6C{( 

I attach a transcript of the BBC's Radio Ulster News which is quite 

helpful in relation to the Hermon affair. 

I have had a word with the RUC Press Office and they have sent the 

transcript to the Belfast Telegraph by hand in case it had escaped 

their attention. 

o GILLILAND 
22nd October 1985 
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IP;.'i lC coatrovcr.sy OV01' Hrlnt Sir John IIc"rcl0n a ctuall y sai d t o hi s audience 

:;31 '1'(.): :; I.:" i~ !ay h.:-:.vc been ;auc;ecl noecnos;:;ly . One of t he "CI'JO r c :.)ortorc; \-Tho 

:.:(1[; in on his ';lOr l:sh0l""J I'Ti th police chiefs ti le;:'e and ':rho then \-rrote a 

coJ.lJ.ml1 i'l. L le To::.'onto ;Jun , \!:lich has been heavily quot e d over . the lnst fm" 

'.h · ,'r~ , nol.J ':;l~!~ that muc :1 of t he c olumn UD.:> 11i;:; , the r npo:'..'-c or'::; 0'.'111 o;:d.nion nnd 

;: : :~'.·c he: rEd not (~uote the ) mC Chief Consta ble a ccurately, vrord for \'lord. I 

::3 ) 0 . :0 to Lm :Larvey \'Tho i;3 c ilief crime corresponck'l.l1t on the Toronto ,Sun, first I 

:,d:o rJ. :, i!1 to clenrly stnte \That ~.lir John had talked about -

h~,_ Jl:-~E'-C.SL - 11 '1'he \"IorJ.:,shop "m.G entitled 11 Border :3urveillallce 11 ai1d he Gave 

:li :..; b .1.l1: on the problems of pol icinG the Northern Ireland borde:c. He in fact 

follo\"le (l. n lecture by an Americnn Naturalization and Iml~ligration AGent who 

taU::ed about the 11e:dcnn Border, but .sir John certainly had a grenter irnpnct 

on the ;:ludience; he brought alone; n slide sh'o,,! ' ,,,hich showed manr,led bodies, 

t\-Tisted metal, bomb attncl:s and various other types of heavy \VeapOl"lry a1"ld 

c;tuff t ~1nt had been seized and also brought along a s11O\" that illustrated 

·C :.1 C t :n! (;S of surveillance they used, . the lenGths thnt they GO to, to police the 

borde:: a nd in fact fi ght terrorist attacks li
• 

",some of the quotes from Sir John vlritten by yourself and bne other 

l.'eJ,orter "rho Here at t he '.rorkshop, have caused a lot of Gont~oversy here, one 

in particlLl.:.:-r that the security forces in the South are payinG iess attenti0!1 

t :Kl.n t ;,e~r should, to defeat inG terrorisli1; no\>[ is that 

I-Th::t he said?11 

an accurate r eport of 
I, 

! 

, 
I an Ha:cy~ - IIExactly, it is sUGGosted tha t 'he said t hat t hey had uno interest ll

, 

\"lell he didn't exactly say lino interest!! but he did say that it had became l ess 

of a priority, vrl1ich means they hnve less interest, he inLlicated that, for example, 

thc..t t he t hreat of terrOriS111 is 110t so gl .... eat il1 the South, t llat t Ile tart;ets arc 

nIl ill tl1G l'.iort ll 01'" in Britain or clsevll1ere al1d that as a resvJ..t tIle Garda Or" t l10 

Irish Government, or 1;JhoeVel' controls the money, has reallocated, . redirected, 

personnel, money and funds to more pressing local problems such as t he Drug Probl em 

in Dublin l 
i • 

HEFORTER 11 Host of the rc }?orts of vlhat Sir Jolm said ha.ve been quoted rrO[1 your 

c olumn in the Toronto paper you i'JO rl~ f or. 

L :!.l1 II~I_Y:.~: - "Exac tli 1 • 

PJ~:::O~?.:~ ili10ul d i t be tr1.1.e to sa:,' t hat you used a ra.ther free hand in quoting hi Ll':' .11 
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· ( .J.. <"1 !} Ha rvey "I write an . opinion col umn , s o don't forget !_h ' ~rl..; i::; :.\ .Lot of 

o p in-i on I: he re . Opinion tha t I hav ,:: b'-H5e d Tlly opinion on L h ~- fe lct !'; ;.: :; i[c ' l-' c t"' ~~ (" · l t<:d 

i ' n in t hn J_Acturc th~ re; a nd aIRD my ba ckground in coveri ng terrorism in 

in t r ~ rn:lti():1nl stor:i.('~, and loce.l Gtor:i.<"s for t en or eleven years now". 

REPOH'l'EH "So, it is your interpretation of what he said". 

Tan Hr'l. rvey - "Some of it is, and some of it isn't, some of the stuff is dead on 

as he said it, for example the lack of interest or lack of priority is the way he 

presented it. I think the quote attributed. to me in 'The Irish Times', would 

suggest that the IRA were thieves, or thugs, that's my iDt~~etati~ those were 

my words. I think it would be unfortunate if Sir John was tabbed as saying that 

directly, and as far a c; having no interec;t, or turning their backs completely on 

the problem, I don't think he used those exact words. He was very oblique, very 

subtle and took what we would call a back-handed swipe". 

REPOR'rER "When you were listening to what he was saying and then writing 

your piece afterwards, did you realise the delicate state of relations between 

the RUC in the North and the Garda - the Irish police in the South?" 

Ian Harvey "I had no idea - i:t wasn't much of a story for us, we didn't play 

it as a big story 'in Canada. I had certainly had a general awareness of the 

conflict and the polit:i.cal problem but as far as day to day relationships and 

the nitty gritty of it I had absolutely no idea. I don't think that anything I 

reported or has been reported is inaccurate or unfair, I think. It was El fair 

report, it certainly represented the mood of Sir John and the nature of his 

presentation". 

REPORTER "Perhapes not his exact words". 

Ian Harvey "Not saying exact words, but I don't pretend to be representing 

his exact words in that the column I write is an opinion column, that runs with 

my picture rather than just a byline." 
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