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Geoffrey Howe, Tom King and 1 have just received a
report on the latest stage of the discussions between our
officials and yours on the posnibility of an Anglo-lrash

agreement.

we have of course {like you) to look at the whole
package, from the point of view of its actual and perceived
balance as betwsen our respective interests, and from the
point of view of the task we shall face in presenting it, in
our case in particular to the unionist comaunity in Northern
ireland and to their political representatives. You will
understand why we are anxious, as you will also be, to do all
we can to make it possible for them to acquiesce in it = we
cannot expect more - and to avoid provoking the sort of
violent reaction which would wreck the chances of achieving

what both you and 1 are hoping to achieve.

We have two or three further drafting points on the text
of the draft agreement itself. We can leave these to be
discussed at the next meeting of officials, but I hope that
*hey need not create problems for you.

We also have one or two further drafting points on the
Araft sumnmary of the agreement which officials have prepared

for release to the press. Again, officials can discuss these
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points when they next meet. I think that they have done a
good job in preparing a summary which reflects the agreement
itself as closely as possible; but 1 am apprehensive that it
may be impossible to avoid the risk that some people will
compare the taxts'pf the agreement and the summary in detail,
and draw erroneocus or misleading but unhelpful conclusions
from omissions oOr differences of vording. 1 remain to be
convinced that 60: best interests would be served by giving
the press a summary crather than leaving the agreement tO

speak for itself.

Wwe also think that it would be helpful for there to be
som> discussion at political level about exactly how the
proposed Committee and its Secretariat would work. 1 take
the peint that the work of servicing the Committee will
require an Irish component in the Secretariat oa a continuing
basis; but there are already signs that such a component
could be the focus of unionist protest and attack (and
pernaps also of attention from PIRA), and on practical and
security grounds {apart from any others) I think we shall
have to ask you to keep the Irish component as smoall as
possible, and perhaps not to leave it continuously in
Belfast, at any rate until the new arrangements nave settled
down. We also have to be clear that the task of the
Secretariat is to service the Comuittee and it cannot operata
as a sort of complaints commission in its own right, I
believe it would be useful 1f Geoffrey Howe and Tom King
could discuss these matters with Peter Barry, and I am asking
Seoffrey and Toa to get ia touch with Peter to see whgther

arrangements could be made for an early meeting for this

purpose.

1 come now the guestion of Irish accession to the
turcpean Convention on the Suppression of Terrorism. Our
officials have made it clear to yours that we were much
dismayed to learn that you felt obliged to withdraw your
commitment to accede to the Convention. Your officials have
exnlainad the reasons for this, and of course 1 understand
-he @ifficulties created for you by the issue that is being
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,ade by the Irish National Caucus in the United States on the
subject of our proposed supplemental treaty with the United
States on extradition. But I have to say that we find it
difficult to accept the parallel that is being drawn with our
position on nixed'qourts. We have all along made it clear to
you that we could go no further than undertaking to consider
the possibility of mixed courts. We remain prepared to
undertake to coansider the possibility, but in all honesty it
has to be without commitment, since, though we do not exclude
the possibility of mixed courts being feasible and acceptable
at some future time, we cannot see any easy or early way
round or through the political and other difficulties which
would be involved. That was in éessence the position that Tom
King put to you when he was in Dublin on 17 September. The
Irish Government on the other hand voluntsered the coamitment
to accede to the Convention, as one of a number of what were
at one time described as confidence-building measures
associated with any agreement. We warmly welcomed it, and we
have since regarded it as from our point of view an integral
part of the *package” that was emerging. Apart from the
intrinsic case for your accession, we know that it is a point
by which unionist opinion in worthern Ireland sets great
store. So its inclusion in the »package" associated with the
agreement is very important indeed to us, both as a
significant elewm=nt in the balance of the package as a whole
and as a selling point with uaionist opinion. 1 very much
hope that you will be able to reconsider your decision on
this, and to re-instate the commitment to accede to the
Convention. 3
FPinally, I should let you xknow that 1 have just learnt
that the Lord Chief Justice of Northern lIreland is on the
point of writing to the Lord Chancellor to propose that, in
view 0f the pressure of work in the High Court, tha so far
gnfiiled sixth seat on the Court should be filled by an early
appointment. I am sure that the Lord Chancellor will
(subject to Treasury agreement) be ready to consider this
rvczosal quickly and sympathetically.
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On possible dates for signing an agreement, assuming
that both our Cabinets agree, 1 a® afraid that, as president
Reagan bhas invited me and other Reads of Government tO meet
ober, the last nalf of Octobar has
become impossible. The prorogation and opening of parliament
will mean that, if an agreement is not signed before 25
here until mid-November. 1
i have a great many commitments in the first fortnight of
t we should have to look for a date
month as a basis for planning. 1
4 by Geoffrey HOwWe

him in New York on 24 Oct

‘ October, 1it could not be debated

November; SO I think tha
towards the middle of the
should of course expect to be accompanie

and Tom King.

With best wishes.
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Dr. Garret PitzGerald, T.D.
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