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LACNCHING OF THE IRTERMEDIARY

The Secretary of State has seen your submission of 14 March and
acreces the coursc of action set out in your paragravh 5, except
+hat he proposes to issue the minute to the Prime Minister on
Monday 18 March,

> The Seccrctary of State has slightly revised the draft
aralea minute to the Prime *inistecr and I attach the version which he
proposes to send.

J. As ciscussed this morning, the Secretary of State would be
crateful for spcaking notes for use wvhen talking to the party
leacders.
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#. DRA¥FT MINUTE FOR SIGNATURE 3Y TNE SECRCTARY OF STATE

PRIME MINISTER

NORTHERN 'IRELAND : POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT

Since my minute to you of 8 February, I have %ad talks with Mr

Hume and his SDLP colleagues, and 2lso with Dr Paislev.

" 48 it was clear from these further discussions, taken with earlier
discussions with the four constitutional varties, that the parties
wish, in principle, to make rrogress. But the obstacles to agree-~
ment remain formicdable, not least absence of determination to seek
and exploit the comwon crouncé. Moreover, the atmcsphere has been
soured by John Rume's abortivec talks with the Provisional IRA last
monih: neither the UUP nor %he DUP are inclined to talk to the

OLP at uyresent, in view of that incident thouch Paisley insisted

to me tk=t 1 should nonetneless kee€d the process alive. All the

parties are beginnimg to concentrate on the local government

eiections on 15 May. Interest is focussed on the intra-unionist
contest bLetween the UUP and the CUP and, core significantly, on
the intra-nationalist struogle between the SDLP and Sinn Fein.

At this time especially, the SDLP cannot aZford to be out-flanked
by Sinn Fein and will continue to stress that any internal arrange-

ment rust be accompanied by progress on the Anglo-Irish front.

L % Despite 1nevitable setbacks and distractions, a certain

momentum has built ﬁp over the last vear which I am anxious to
’maintain. and I have therefore concluded that now is the time to

introduce an'internediary. I have aiready floated this idea with

| the party leaders and iﬁée‘empgm!j?: ¥fe job of the intermediary
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A= wo2lé be to get°ai0ngsiée each of the parties in turn and seek to
:lafify in detail precisely where they acreed and where they differed.
Both the Governrent and'tﬁe parties would then be better placed,
follovwing the local gpvernment elections, to consider what arrange-
rents miéht be inlroduced to which the partics reoresenting most
seople cn both sides of ‘the comrunity would acguiesce. This is
selZ-eviZently a delicate opcration, reguiring experience of the
parties and the personalitics imolves. Tt would not be sensible
for me to uncéertake it nmyself because that would inevitably result
in a series of rich profile meetings which would nmake difficult any
patient und cetailed exploration of the possibilities away from
the ciare of publicity. I believe that Chris Patten is the right

choice and T have.therefore asked im to undertake it.

4. T shall not be making too much of this development, which is
entirely consistent with our efforts “itherto and does not
’ consiituize a new iInitiatave. 1 shall orenably need to announce
it ziblicly, albeit in low key. Before coino so, however, I
shall naturally inforn the leaders of the Northern Ireland parties
ané 1 think it would also e wise <0 men:ion it to the Irish
Government, civen the link between volitical developments in
Nerthern Ircland and our efforts to improve Anglo-Irish relations.
My visit to Dublin next Friday with GeofZrey Howe uill.provida
an opportunity to say rather more about this, in particular to
urge the Irish t; pcrsuadé John Huire to consider seriously the
scope for agreement on dcvalution and so unblock the political
process insicde Northern Ireland. As vou know I believe we must

avoid a situation in which we reach an agreemcnt with the Irish

"GOvcrnment. but find the SDLP holding to a negative line in the
y Province.
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5. 1 shall speak to the party leaders carly this week, Probably
tomorrow and then probably make a short announcement when I have

talked to> them.

6. I am copyving this minutc to the Foreign snZ Commonwealth

Secretary and to Sir Rdbert Armstrong.
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