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T~e Secretary of'State has seen Yol<r sub:n1ssion of 14 March and 

"~rccs ~he course of action set out 1n your paraqraph 5, except 

~hat }-.e proposes t.o issue the runute to the Prime Minister on 

!-1onday 18 March. 

2. Th~ Sccrct~ry of State na5 $lightly re~js~d the draft 

nnm_t.~ to t.h~ Pri~ ~·1inis.t.er and 1 a~tac~ the '·CT sion lo."hich he 

pro?oscs to send. 

l. As ciscussed this mo~nin~, t~c Secretary of Stat& would b~ 

g:-litefcl for s?C"kin9 not.es for use ,.:hen talking to the ?art.y 

lea~era . 

. \. . 
;.~.",L , 

J A OANIEU, 
P~ivatc Sccr~tary 

15 ~..arch 1985 
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&RA!'j Ml~\TTE roR SICNATIJR..E ay TgE S!;CRI:ThIW Of' STATE 

PRBt£ ~l!\:lSTE.R 

t:ORT~::R..~ . 1 REl..1u'\D POLI'l'H~.hL DE\·ELOP~..E'KT 

Since my ~lnute to you o~ 8 F('!brulIry, I r.8\.'c ~8d talic$ wi t.h Hr 

HumE.- an~ his St>LP colleagues, and ah;o .. .-ith !>r 'P~iSll~y. 

2. It. was clear from t~ese ~ur~htr dlScussion~, token with earlier 

d15C~55ions with the four const.itutional parties, that the pactie5 

wish, in ?rinci?le. ~o ~3kc pro9ress. aut the obstacles to agcee-

ment resr ... ",in for:r:i"ceble, not: le3st ab!;~nC'f!' of deteC1:lination t.o seek 

and exploit the corn:son c:;rounc. ~\or~Dvt!r. th~ atmosphere hAS been 

soured by John P.',,)~e's aborth'c talks .... ith t.he Provisional IRA l~st 

mon!~: n~iLher the UUP nor ~he OL7 ere incli~ec to talk t.o t.he 

to ~e t~~t 1 should nonetneless k~£? the process alive. All t.he 

parties are beginnift9 to concentrate on t~e lOCAl qovernmcnt 

eiec~ions on 1~ ~~1. !nt.~rest is focu&s~d en the intr~-unioni$t 

" 

con~est between t~~ ~~p and the c~r an~, core significantly, on 

t.he i:ltr~-nati.onllli$t struC?9)e b~t.",·een t1H~ SDL'P ar.d Si.nn Fe1n. 

At ~his time especially, the SDLP cannot a!ford to be out-flanked 

by Sinn Fein and will continue to ~tress that Any int~rnal arrange-

~nt ~USt be acc~panied by progress on the Anglo-Irlsh front. 

3. Despite ineVitable setback. and dist.ractions. a certain 

DOmentu~ h~s b~ilt up over the lA8t year ~hlch I am on~ious to 

maintain, and 1 hAve there~re concluded that n~ is the tl.e to 
. 

introduce an 1nt.er~ediary. I have already float*d t.his ~de. with 

, the party leaders and i~ .. l'?~)~-:rt~,~e job of the ~~"~~~~.d~~~~ 



• 

© PRONI CENT/3/23A 

... . 

, 

J 

I 

• o~:c ~e to ~et'Along5ice each of the ~a~tles in turn and seek to 

clal') fy 'i n detoi 1 p.r~ei$ely where t.h~y a~reed and where they differed • 

• 
Both th~ Co"~rnpent And the ?art.i~s .-ould then ~ bet.ter placed, 

fo!10.i~q the local 9PveYn~~nt. elections, to eons1d~r what arranqe­

r.en ts might be 1 nt.roduced t.o ,.;hich the p~.t't ies t"C?re5ent in<J fIIO&t 

parties and the persona!l.t.jcs in'·o\vcc. Tt "'oulo not ~ sen'ible 

!or ~.e to uncert.lk~ it rsyself beca·.lse thAt ,,"'QuId inevitably re5ult 

in a 5~ri~8 cl ~igh pro!ile ~et1n~5 ~hlch ~uuld ~ake difficult any 

pati~nt ~nd cctailed ex?loration o! the ?~osibillties away from 

the '}lare of ?ublicity. 1 ~lie\ .. e t.!ut. :hris Patten is the right 

C:~.()1CC Bnd 'I bave. t.herefore ask~d ::im t.o undertake it.. 

4. 1 s~all not be .. .a:'tin<j too m~~h of t:.is d(!velop~nt. which is 

enti~ely consi~~ent with ocr ef~ort& ~it~erto and ooes not 

.1.t :-.±licly. a:be!t in low itey. ~tore coin~ so, however. I 

s~al! naturally infqrc the leaders of th~ Northern Ireland parties 

ane " tr.~nk it wo\.:ld also ~ \dse ~o ~n::'ion 1t to the Irisb 

Govc~nmc~t, ~iven the link between po!it:cal developments in 

~crt~ern lrcl~nd and our ef~orts to i~tove An910-lrish reLations. 

! .. y vi~it. to rrublln next: rr.1.dar With Geo!!rey H<*8 ,.,111 pl:ovide 

an o?portunity to say rather ~OJ:e about this, in particular to 

urge the Irish to persuade John Huroe to consider seriously the 

6CO~ for a9reement on dc~olutio~ and 60 unblock the politicAl 

process in&ice Northern lr~l~nd. As you know 1 believe we must 

.voi~ a sitUAtion in which we reach an aqreemcnt ~ith the Irish 

rCovern~ent. but find the SD~P boldin9 to a ne9~tive line in the 

J Province. 

C
~· ............ · .... 'Al J -"I .. ' •. ' .~, ( 
...., Is: .. l.~ ...... - . -,-
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5. 1 s:'llll spGak to the party leaders cl\rly this week, probably 

t.OlOOrrow and . th~n probably ::7'~kc • short a1nno\!ncelJl~nt: when 1 ha,'s 

talked t~ t.hem. 

,. I 'llm copy ing t.hi$ J!linutc to the Foreiqn .en~ Conunonwealth 

Secr~tary and t.o Sir Robert ArMStrong. 

CONEIDENII~l 
_ "1_ 
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