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Mr Reeve (ref para 4)

SINN FEIN (Miss Mulligan's minute of 30/1/84)

1"? 1B Mr Barry has commented at some length on the question of

Sinn Fein constituenéy activity. It is notable that Sinn Fein
‘ f have been observ1ng the spirit of the law, keeping premises clean

~5f; and paying for electricity and other services, even if they

ﬁ?'ﬁmlnfrlnge the strict letter by not seeking planning permission.

e fi‘X$“Such planning permission would however seem 1nev1table in many

~

DWW A
: «7¥¢>“301rcumstances.
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as soon as possible.

1

51: glf we went in with the heavy hand of the law. On the other hand
B!
«v'§\\§where demolition of properties could sensibly be brought forimel

then it would obviously be helpful if such action could be taken

AR Essentially however Sinn Fein's success depends on their
positively seeking out problems as well as reéponding quickly to
express need; and to their infiltration of community and youth
groups. Their infantry hold the ground,and do so in a way

' 3 which provides a service which most of the community need. I

suspect that whilst the law could fire a few "rockets" it could

not deliver the force of infantry which would be needed to take

X%
%% over and hold the enemy territory. It is fairly easy to despair
-ﬁéf.5§§°f finding a solution here and simply to blame SDLP for being
| 'Q;TE insufficiently active. However I think that we might need to

. ‘?§g

'gcxnmﬁder separately the extent to which we can give aid and succour

#i.to those who are already in the field.

CONFIRENTIAL

:’4. I am hoping that PAB may be able to talk to some of the
ﬁﬁi dommunity workers on the ground to tap their perceptions and see
:h-if they feel there is anything more Government could do. For
.;_example I have heard from experienced community workers complaints
that because they lack paid deputies their time is too much taken
' ,'up with office affairs rather than using their experience on the
front line with the Provos. Some of the established reputable

-&g; agencies may be helped to give a stronger and better service than
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'1th? Egntres supported by Sinn Fein, and the use by DHSS of mobile

-fteams'and the "self-enquiry" computers may also have some part to |

i'pléy. If our enquiries at the community worker level produce

0

AR TR s
A e

fﬁ?'any useful ideas I hope we might be able to arrange for a small
j;group of people to meet with Mr Carvill and perhaps a representative
'-from DOE, DED and DHSS to see whether anything further can be

kfﬁqhe through official sources. A further point that strikes me
f is that whilst Sinn Fein move into Housing Executive properties
‘f1awaiting demolition the SDLP do not seem to have done likewise.
L'?This may be due to their own shortage of staff to man a new centre,
" but if they are now recruiting more young people I thiﬂk we might

- consider whether the SDLP could be put in touch with ways in
fi.which they could get access to premises(albeit for only short

- periods at a time) on a similar basis to that practiced by Sinn F?in.
St This is a very difficult ﬁroblemf I am sure enormously
difficult for the Civil Servants and others on the ground.

- However I hope Weé will not lose track of it, and even if you

'rdecide that use of the law provides no solution perhaps we can go
 on looking for other ways of minimising the iﬁpacﬁ of Sinn Fein

(.in areas like West Belfast and Londonderry.
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A J MERIFIELD
3 February 1984
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