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e Secretary of Stake had a meeting with Mr Molyneaux in
rdcxr of Mr Charles

. ondon on 15 November follouving the mu
.rastrong in Armagh City on 14 Rovember .
of his Dnionist col leagues had been

ur Molyneaux said that many
There was talk among

very upset by Mr Armstrong's murder.
There would no Soubt be high

weekend. He
For

tiem cf marches and rallies.
the Unionist Party Conference at the
i yox a more rational approach and had calmed things down.

.\
h.s part hc was concerned that it was not always appreciated
ghe area to the south was

fecling at

c-at Armagh City was 3 frontier town.
= "no go" area and not patrolled by the security forces.
1 r-llowing Mr Carroll’s murder, he feared there might be a

vagumption of sectarian murders. But in his view it was

» ristake to suggest that wvictory over terrorists was impossibie.

3
-.is only affected the morale of the security forces.

said that he belicved RUC OIf icers
misinterpreting
cn the use of resourcts,

' 1y Molyncaux
1t Superintendent and Inspector level were
.wo Secrctary of State's policy decisions
e had publicly supported the
essary overtime should be
1 effectiveness of

in particular on overtime.

sceretary of Statc's view that unnec

. stopped, without curtailing the operationa
: +he force. Re belicved, however, that crudely imposed restraictias
’e «ere effecting operational activity, particularly
emergency such as the Maze escape. He had it on the best

auchority that the call-out of one RUC unit had been delayed for

.wo hours on the evening of the escape to avoid overtime pay~

in an

ents.

saia that he would arrange for Mr Molynu.aux '
assessment of the situation in Amagh City to be passed onto

the Chief Constable. On overtime restrictions, he had made 1t
clear that they should not affect operational activitiy. and h3

had reint)arc .3 this on the evening of the Maze escape. He would,
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however, scck an c;pporl.unity to raisc this agaln with the

Chief Constable to ensure that it was not bcing misundcrstood.

L

in continued discussion, the following points were made :

i)

2331)

iv)

Mennessy Report. MNr Molyncaux said that he understood

that a fow weeks before the escape IRA prisoners had
attemptced to overpower officers in one of the H Blocks.
The officers had regained control and the prisoners

had been locked up. A short time later, the prison
authorities in the NIO had intervered and insisted

that the men be unlocked to continue association. As

a layman, this seemed to him most unwise and inappropriate.
He thought the point might be covered in Sir James'®
Rcport. The Secretary of State said that he was not aware
of the facts of this incident, but he understood that
such matters were for the governor to judge in the light
of the circumstances at the time. Sir James was

expected to report on the Maze escape by the end of

the month or early December. He had had no recent
contact with Sir James.

Assembly Prisons Debata. Nr Molyneaux said that his

Party continued to opposc scgrcgation in prisons. The
DUP's arguments were not crcdible. The DUP motion
for debate in the Asscmbly on 16 Novesber was not
acceptable, and it was likely they would vote against
It.

Converted Terrorists. HMr Molyncaux said that the

loyalist campaign against converted terrorists was
only playing into the bands of the Provisional IRA. He
supported their usc.

Kincora. The Secretary of Statc s2id that an inguiry
under the 1921 Act would not be acceptable to his
Cabinet volleao-cs. nor he believed, the House of Comsons.
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But he was commilted to some sort of judicial
inguiry, and he boped to set up a judicial inquiry
undcr the 1972 Social Services Order, with some
powers of sub pecona. Mr Molyneaux said that he
thought 'Lhis would be acceptable. He saw some
advantage in appointing a retircd English judge to
conduct the inguiry. W®hile the political pressure
for an inquiry would continue, he doubted if there

+ was as much public interest in one as some people.
thourght .

In Zurther discussion, Mr Molyneaux said that a motion to
devolve local government powers to the Asseably :ﬁi likely
to be debated and carried at the Unionist Conference. HBe would
zcvise that this was no more than one possible option since

L wished to retain room for manoceuvre. His own favoured -
solution was to develop local government in which the SoLp

ans Sinn Fein already took part, rather than the Assembly. He
recognised that unless Unionists and the government could find
2 way of helping the SDLP, they were in danger of going under.
The SDLP would be finally cutflanked if Sinn Fein decided

to take their scats in the Assembly, ever if only im a token
wdj. But the SDLP could not join for fear of being accused

cf being Castle Catholics. When they had last met, the
fecretary of State and he had agrced that there was little
praspect for political developments until after the Forum had
repcrted. Because of the delay in producing the Forum Report,
he now considered that things could not be left until then. Xor
wes he sure that the Forum, which had received much evidence

on the impractical ity of a United Ireland, would necessarily
“elp the SDLP's objectives. De had it in mind shortly to

discuss all this with Mr Rume.

Nore gencrally, Mr Molyneaux said that he was not unduly concerned
about the rise of Sinn Fein. While their electoral support

miynt increase, as long as they reminedl:ﬁttentimut party,

they had no outlet for their constituents. Nor was electoral
syport required for terrorism. And there were some encouraging
signs. The mi: "V communily in Polglass and Twinbrook consulted

-
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“iz and not Sinn Pein about constituency matters since they
inew he was in a po‘sit.lon to deal with them. He believed
+nat if the SDLP could not deal with such mattcrs, then
unionists had to:. Natlonalist students had also been
interested to hear his argumcpts in support of the union.
e did not suggest that Roman Catholics joined the Unionist
Party, but there were signs Lhat numbers of them were ta.ki.n_g

up a more neutral position.

Concluding the mceting, the Secrctary of State said that he
wished first to record formally his sympathies to Mr Molyneaux
as leader of the Unjonist party for the mucder of Mr Armstrong.
e believed government representation at the funeral would

oc appropriate, and had invited Mr Patten to attend. BEe had
been interested to hear Mr Molypeaux's assesswment of the
political situvation at the present time. He was himself
concerned about the rise of Sinn Fein, the need to find a

way of involving natjionaliste in Northcmm Ireland, and the
vosition of the SDLP. He suggested, and Mr Bolyneaux agreed,
that they have a furtheriformal discussion on political developients
in London the following week.
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