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In order to learn more of Catholic attitudes in W.Belfast and to
determine whether there had been a recent increase in minority '
support for the Provisional IRA, Mr. Gee, Mr .• Clift and myself
had lunch with Ch. Supt. Seyffiour Dobson, responsible for RUC CR
work throughout the Province ,and Su~. Bill Wilson, who is in
charge of the RUC' s CR work ': in Belfast.
2. On the whole, their view was not unoptimistic and they
discounted any particular fears that had been expressed to us of
a significant increase in PIRA support. They pointed to several
factors which were encouraging or at least not discouraging:

(a) the relatively low turnout for PSF/RAC marches which could
normally muster only 40-50 participants. This weekend's marches
~'{ ~1they thought would be exceptional because of their commemorative
s' ~""l~,"\llature and because of the particular efforts being made by PIRA
'~~.f~~to whip up s~pp?rt;. the turnout for them should not therefore
, .f'-.~"t\.,;\be taken as , lndlcatlve of the real level of PIRA' s support.
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~~~~~~(b)

the influence of the Church, which they saw as a major
bulwark against PIRA.There had been a time when W. Belfast's
.~,~)' young curates had all been 4eavily influenced by PIRA's ideals; ,
""..~",~t
this was no longer · so. The ' calibre of people appointed recently
),Il,.",.
to be parish priests had improved significantly, too , although
~.f
this did not mean that they would actively come out in support
.
of the security forces in their sermons.
'''''Ifl~~O~

(c) the overall passivity/apathy of the population. People had
become deadened by 10 years of violence and filtered out
terrorist incidents. The absence of any expression of public
indignation at the murder of policemen or the burning of the
Belgravia did not imply support for the crimes.
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(d) stone-throwing incidents, in their view, one of the better
indicat0rs of support, had . declined particularly in W.Belfast
and Londonderry.
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(e) the ' fact that the Fianna ..now had actively to recruit members
might indicate a lessening of the pool of voluntary support.
There was little direct recruitment in schools where headma sters/
mistresses still exercise a great deal of positive influence.
Relationships between the RUC . 'CRt and headteachers was good but
there was as yet very little direct contact between pupils and
the Police in school-time. The police education and career
classes that operated successfully in GB and elsewhere in NI had
' yet to be introduced to schools in hard Catholic areas •
(f) they did no~\, consider the level of subscription to be a .
helpful indicator of support. A high level of income from '
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subs cript ions woul d prob ably lead to a decr ease in supp
ort
beca use of the need for exto rtion • ..
(g) the prop agan da effe ct of An Phob lacht and
Ande rsons town
News was not part icul arly sign ifica nt, exce pt . the
in
so
oper ated as orga ns for disse mina ting the party line . far as they

3. On the othe r hand , whil st they could poin t to no obvio us
sign
of an incre ase in supp ort, they did not by any
"mean s pain t a
rosy pictu re:
(a) PIRA exer cised a cons idera ble degr ee of influ
eith er by dire ct intim idati on or by the perc eivedence
thre at of intim idati on. A puni 's hrnen t shoo ting
murd er every 3 mont hs (like the assa ssinq tion ofor a
:Mr. O'Ha nlon, a prom inent busin essm an who ' had repo rted
a hijac king to the Polic e) was suff icien t to keep
p eople in line .
I

(b) a gene ratio n of teen ager s had been brou ght up in
an atmo spher e of viole nce and were imbu ed with
and
once p ast the 10 year mark a new gene ratio n woulitd besimi larly indo ctrin ated .
(c) PIRA had sign ifica ntly impro ved its effec tiven ess
and its secu rity by its struc tura l reor gani satio
n.
It woul d rema in an imme diate and a long -term thre
at.
More worr ying was the grow th of left- wing terro rism
the form of INLA and it was sign ifica nt that certa in in .
elem ents of PIRA were 'cons ideri ng whet her or not to link
up with I NLA. Fort unat ely left- wing radic alism
did not
go down well inW .Bel fast.
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(d) unem ploym ent rema ined the key facto r to the
r educ tion in comm unity supp ort for the meth ods
of
terro rist. The probl em had found no solu tion and
all
the indic ators were that publ ic expe nditu re cutba cks
woul d make the unem ploym ent situa tion wors e.
.
4. Over all, whil st they thou ght that the RUC were maki
in vl.B elfas t, and becom ing more acce ptab le - they poinng adva nces
fact that thei r CRp eopl e could go anyw here in NI - theted to the
key to
accep tabi lity in thei r opin ion lay in SDLP and Chur ch
back
ing,
and there was littl e pros pect of that .
5. Othe r issue s raise d were :
(a) Commu ni ty asso ci ation s: Like the cler ics, they belie
ved that
the b a lance had tilte d too far tmva rds comm unity
orga
ni
s
ation
s'
which were easi ly infil trate d by para mili tary orga nisa
tions
and
away from the trad ition al struc ture s of a d.e mocr
socie t y, '
lik e loca l coun cils, scho ols, and the Chur ches. atic
They
acc epted
that BAN and its emph asis on reac tivat ing comm unity 'acti
prob ably been righ t in its time but they want ed to see vity had
coun cillo rs and the Chur ch give more prom inenc e. Citin loca l
as a prim e exam ple, they argue d that comm unity cent res g Spri nghi ll
publ ic faci litie s shou ld come unde r coun cil supe rvisi and othe r
on and
'
cont rol rath er than some what dubi ous comm unity asso ciati
ons.
(b) Whit erock Indu stria l Esta te:

,',

Supt . Wils on was conc erned
•
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about the proposal · that the Army should take over the Department
of Commerce~ industrial estate in Whi terock. He accepted that
it might have security advantages in its oversight of the Turf
Lodge (although he wondered about the site's vulnerability to
mortar attack) but thought that an Army takeover would provide
PlRA with good recruiting propaganda in the area. He accepted
the need for a package but suggested that the quid pro quo of
new housing at Fort Monagh would not be sufficient to compensate
for the loss of a GTe, an IWFU and 2 factories. Unemployment
was the main problem and if civil government was to have any
credibility in the area, at a time when PES cuts were beginning
to bite and factories were closing down, then it should show its
absolute commitment to the training and employment needs of
W.Belfast~
He doubted whether the relocation of the GTC facilities
to Boucher Road would be as effective as the Department of
Manpower Servic,e s claimed. Certainly, those who wanted to be
trained would attend, but the waverers, who might have been
attracted bya GTe near to them, would not go across the motorway to the main Boucher Road complex.
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(c) De Lorean: There was growing concern that De Lorean would
not be the panacea originally thought. There were rumours that
the supervising and skilled jobs were all going to Protestants
and there was a risk that if this perception grew, PlRA would
take action 'against the site.
(d) Pope's visit: They would have welcomed a Papal visit if only
because it would have allowed them to give a further demonstration
of RUC impartiality.
'
(e) NUPRG and Independence: They felt it important to have
official contact with the NUPRG and other such groups, if only
to give encouragement to the idea that political debate was
better than paramilitary action.
6. Neither had any complaints. RUC ~CR' had sufficient finance
and manpower for their purposes and they were confident of the
full backing of the Chief Constable. It surprised me, however,
that there were only 100 or so CR~~n the ground throughout
Northern Ireland and only 9 CR me~ in W.Belfast (6 CR and 3
youth liaison officers), but they consid~red that to be sufficient.
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