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PS/Secretary of State (L&B) (M) 

THE ASSEMBLY AND STATUTORY COMMITTEES 

PS/PUS (L&B) (Yl ) 
PS/ Sir E Bell' 
Mr Bour n 
Mr Brennan (M) 
Mr Mer ifield 
Mr Angel (M) 
T"'lI' Buxton 
l"'"lr Palme r 
Miss Davies 
Mr Abbott ( 11 ) 
l"'"lr Boys Smit~ (M) 
Mr Coulson 
Mr Edis 

1. Please refer to my minute of earlier today . 

2. Mr Kilfedder announced this morning the names of Chairmen, 
Deputy Chairmen and Members appointed to the Statutory Committ ees . 
Since he had received no nominations from the UUP, he appointed only 
persons from the DUP and Alliance~ leaving vacant those posi tions 
which he yesterday allocated to the UUP. He urged t he Commi t tee.3 'c o 

get down to work quickly, specifically including t hose Cowmit t ees fOl 

'V'lhich he had been unable to appoint Chairmen. 

3. The list of Chairmen and Deputy Chairmen appointed is 8.0 .L' .1.,_0"/":> ~-

Coro.mit t ee 

EC.ucation 
Agricult ure 
~l1vironment 

--,;., l" ;- --, .--: e and 
1 

Chairmen 

J Cus.b-l."1ahan (Alliance) 
I Paisley (DUP) 

P Robinson (DUP) 

(Vacant) 

J:1.eaJ.. en and Social (Vacant) 
Ser vice s 

2conomic 
.:Jevelopment 

( Vacant) 

It, McCrea (DU:?) C 

S Gibson (Du.t') 

H Gl endinni:llg l, -I 

( Vacant) 
J Allister (':;-:J~), ~~. 

J- YicClur e ( DJ:::~ 
, 

.c ... 
I 

I;J Beattie (DG:":- I 

S Neeson ( 1'11'1':; 
J:'_ .... ..L_.t.- I ... 4. ":'10 ) 

L~ ~ ~'he UUP meeting '''hich began a t 1115 ended at ·about l4CO, " 

, 
I 

1'18ssrs McCartney? Maginnis and (Edgar) Graham went to s ec tr} -.. J..J8' 

According to Assembly officials ? t h e meeting was br· of and ic., < 

I'lcCartney in particular 'I,,,as very angry . The three sai d that ·cr,.\.;. ~,~ ... ) 
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f 
\Tere united in feeling aggrieved at the allocation of Chairmfu~ships$ 
The UUP had specifically put Economic Development, Agriculture and 
Environment at t he top of t heir list . Of these three, two had gone to 
the DUP, even though t he TJUP was the largest party in the Assembly $ 
The UUP had therefore decided to make no nominations to any post in any 
Assembly Committee, Statutory or ot~erwise. They would meet again at 
1030 on Tue sday 14 December to consider their next steps .. They hint ed 
that these might i nclude a motion of c ensur e on the Speaker~ 
Mr Kilfedder told them t hat he had made his mind up and ~ould not change 

it . 

5~ The UUpls action represents an ultimatum, with Tuesday as the dead
line . The choice of delegation (McCartney ~ Maginnis and Graham) vlas no 
doubt partly intended to sho,,; that even the pro-Assembly elements in 
the ~UP share t he party's sense of grievance. Tempers may cool over the 
veekend , but though it is per haps unlikely that the UUP v..rill choose to 

wreck the Assembly over this issue, t hey will feel bound to ~ ake some 
action - per~aps by delaying their nominations to Committees over 
Christmas and more probably by putting down a censure motion ~ HI' 

Kilfedder , by making t he nominations in para 3 above, has (probably 
deliberately) left himself no room for manoeuvre.. Indeed, Ire are told 
that he has instructed his staff to distribute First Day Briefs 0 

those Committees to which Chairmen have been appointed. ~ 

60 Ao to the nominations themselves, they are much as exp,)c,' (., 
Dr Paisley's assumption of the Agriculture Chairmanship ,,'ras :Ci ','f T"'f 

oarlier this week , but it seemed hard to believe he would to.~,-o G.. ".:. 

another job .. 

7 ¥ vIe shall keep in touch with Mr Kennedy and his staff, but I L-G- ,,'::".:1U 

to believe it would be wrong for f'iinisters or officials t o b CC.Ol..l8 
directly involved u The Governm nt ,'Vould r apidly become the :';>'.'<::'1) "(~'- 'r, 
1"lr Kilfedder Is position i1:JLd be further damaged and the DUP end / .. 1:_ '.aue 

would resent our interference • 

. ~ 
DE S BLATHERWICK 
Political Affairs 

9 December 1982 
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