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Dr FitzGerald vi 11 have had • detai led briefing OIl the Northern 

I r-eland Bill .1.-.ed.1.a tel.y be fore be ..aets the Secretary of State and 

may wish to follow-up ;;my points ulsing. Be vill no doubt be 

i.ntere..ated to have the Secretary of StateWa vievs on the wider 

poliUcal context of the Bill. 
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2. The differ-en.ce s between Dx htz~rald·a ",iewa on Northe.rn Ireland 

and those of Kr Haughey ..re bro-w;'h~ Qut in the attached note. Most 

siqn1.fica.ntly, although- he has riot come out unalIbi9'UO'J-sly U1 favour 

of the devolution propos.a.1s, Dr Fit.Gerald is cle4lrlr prepared to 

aC'!Cept the pro~pect of devolution for IIorthern Ireland vithJ..D the 

U~. albeit o-n &J\ 1nteria basis. In It.s statement issued OIl the 

publication of the White Paper, Fine Gael character1.sed the propos.als> 

as -the firK.t 4lttempt in &any ye ar. to t.a.cUe the f~ntal prohleJI. 

of brlD9in9 about de?Olved qove~t in Northern Ireland OD 0.. 

bAsis that will ~are the involvement of both sectiona of the cOziaunit) 

During his DiJBble.by .Lecture. Dr Fit.J:Gerald spoke of the "urqeDt n~ 

for $~ kind of interim solution to provide a breat.hi.ng space in 

; v-hi.ch the people of the island can consider their longer .. tena future. 

~ objectiv~ towards whicb Mr ~r~~ 1ni~ative 1s presu.ahly directed

Be went 011 to cons~der what politicAl &olution Ilight be found in that 

longer t.er1a fut.ure whieb WQuld -adequat.ely e~rep, and .t the s.aae 
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t.t..e &&feCJUArd. the aen.ses of 14entity of the two traditions ill 

Ireland-. Be expressed the hope ~t the creatJ.oa of -a p1u.ral.lst 

sOCi.ety io the South tight ena.ble a -purged 8atioDalltm~ 1:0 join 

w1.th a 81a1.1arly purqed uni.on.1 ... 1A • -new :Ire1aad- •••••••• -twlaed 

fi.Dlly on t...be principles of" civil aDd religi.ou8 1 n,erty-. 

J. The Secretary of State aigbt acmowledqe the 1~1t:t.acy of thl. 

aspira t i on and po1..nt out that others could equally well argue that 

d e-volutlon on a bas 1.s accep table t -o the .!Dority wo.uld resu.lt 111 

the stren<Jthen-ing of the Union.. Ttle e nd r e .. ul t Jliqbt vell be a 

rUddle course vbereby both parta of the ~ty 1Jl Hortbern IrelaM 

e<:aproa1se ~ o-t their ultilDate npirations ia P entire1y !leV 

arrangement. The haportant. poiDt 18 that the people of 80rthern 

TrelAnd s hould have a pe.r:lod of political atabillty. secur1.ty and 

economic regenera tion 1.D vtUch to th1.nk sensibly about these i s sue •. 

1 t lady be worth seeldng Dr FitzGerald r. aupport. for the conten tion 
"-

that t.he devolut._1-on proposals do !lOt preclude. and are in fact a 
precondition for:. peaceful prO<,Jre£. towards ilnY lOAger texw a.ttluaent. 

It would be particularly helpful It Dr FibGera.l.d could pat t:his point. 
'\. 

to the SDLP (he bas cloae coot:.act& with John 1IuIDe) whicb w~ll ~ 

to use Ar'JU'lD8llts like thl$ ¥beD, u we hope, it adopt..8 a pollcy of 

constnlctl ve particlpatioo in the &s5ellbly .. 

4 • The basic difference between DC ,.1 tzGera1d t 5 .. ttl tude to Anqlo

Irish rela.t1.on s and that of Kr hugbey ia that be alas to persuade 

t he aajorlty CO!IlIRUJllty iD. lIort:he.rn lrel.a.nd of the ylrtuea of rrish 

un! ty vi thin the context of fr.1endlJ relations with the tm. whereas 

Mr Bau9hey pays l.lttle be,ed to the V1evs of the union1.st:..s and seek. 

t.o persu4de. or £orce HJ«; to encourage ~riah unit,. Dr FitzGerald 

would therefore probably be receptive to the arg(IIW:::Dt that for its 

part HMG want.. to continue the deftlCII nt of cw.er An91o-Irish 

relations, b\1t th.t any atteapt Csuch as that JDade by ltr Baugher) 

LO JQis.repre~t the AII.C)a.nd the develop.!.llt of Anqlo-Iriah relations 

1.n generaI, as A forum for the t.wo 'JOvernaent.s to ne<J<*.late Irish unity 

erevents ID!G develop.1ng tne Anglo-Irish relationship A. qu.lckly or as 

fully as it adght othenri.e have v1.shed. 

s. Ox ' FiuGerald bas crJ.t:i.ciaed tbe baruU1..n9 (t..hough DOt apparently 

the aubstanoe) of Irish policy during the Falkl..ands criau because 

of t.he daJBag-in9 effect. it had OIl Ilrltls.b opin1.on. !leaay therefore 
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Apprec1ate the ar9u-ent that when the AIle 'Va5 At up its only 

aign1..f1.cant opponeJlts ill the ox \Mre in the unu-ist C(j r.mlt.y 

in Jiorthern lre1and; bot that. Irillh policy 0V'l'!r t.be" Pal.klands 

has ser10usly undenained support for tile develoa-eDt " of Anglo

Irish relations within GB. 

Jl A llAIUUJtG'rOII 
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1. Anglo-Ir1..sb relAtions are pxe.$&Iltly WIder sa.: cOnaiderable 

stra.in, partly becawse of Mr Bauqbey' Ii attitude to the pOlitical 

Lnitiative and partly because of the 'Irish GoveLDa8at·s unhelpful 

a.ctions during t...be Falklanda eelsit. It 1& too early to say ¥bat 

the lonq-tent effects of tbe tension will be. 

pol.1cies in Bortbern Ireland vou1d be best 5e'nJed by renewed proqress 

t..ovards a closer relationship wit.h Dublin. But the Jtepublic·. 

unhel.pful role .in t:.he Falklands crisis. &nd public awareoe •• of i'i. 
GJe.a.n$ that atte.pta to develop the relat1011sh1p just DOW would be 

heavily criticised. 

2.. 1'he WC1s bas1.c aiJrLs in fonaaliain9 the Anqlo-Iri.ah relatIonship 

were to accommodate the SOLP deJlan4 for a vi.der. or IrIsh. diwmsion 

to any Northern I.reland aet.tlea.ent without JDilkInq it unacceptable 

to Protestants; to dewaonstrate to the Un1oa1.st& t:.Ut they did not. 

have a veto an Aru]lo-Iriah relat1..o68; to aainta.1A tbe active 

, co-operation of the Ir1sh GoverDJllilllt in aeeur1.ty .... tt:era; and to 
"-

persuade t.he.l to be at least acqu.1.escent to devol~ goYeX"Dlleat in 

Northern Ireland. 

3. D1scuss!ons began when JIr Bau.4Jbey vas last Taoiseach and they 

led through the Joi.nt Studies t.o the establi..li.hmel2.t in JIov =her 1'81 

o f the AII:C.. By tb.1..s u...e Dr P i tsGerald was Ta:olseac:h. OIl its 

es tabli.ahJrllent the AIIC fulfi.lled the UlC: req~t.e: the SDLI' 

were encouraqed. and Unionist ·CODIplc.cency disturbed. Bowever. there 

were and are certai.n coatra.dlcUOiQ. between the mt aDd the uiah 

ll.pproacb.. We arque that the Ule h. only 1ncldeatally to do v1.th 

blo~tberJl Ireland. '!'be Yrish be.lie-'l'l! that ~t. gives theIa a role i.D 

the future of Ro.rthexn Ireland. '!'be contradict:.1oD. were .. sked 

because Dr f"iuGerald aa Taolseac.h acknowledged the need for change 

i.rl the R.epub11c w both in attitude. geDl!rally and in the Coo.stitution. 
. -

Be avoided ~Ui;pecta of the AIle vh1ch woul.d disturb the Dni.oniata. 

On Mr Haughey's return to powe.r be see=& to bave set out to opaet 
(..he balance. Be ·condemned- the White Paper propootuIla w an4 referred 

to the 'AIIC (and especially what he refers to .a Ita Parl.i~tary 

-' -tier-) as the policy most likelJ to prc-ote nfl'jOti.&tlona vh1.ch vill 

lead 1.nevitably to Iri.sh Wl1ty. He speaks of thia 1.n teras vhi.ch do 

........ ................ .......................... _ ...................... - ..................... : .... --.. -~~~.-.............................................. -............... J 
© PRONI CENT/1/11/34A . ... . I 



E.R • . 
not n~ce.9$a.r11y ~ccept the Dee4 for this to he aeh1.eVed with the 

consent of the aajority of the people of Mortheru l~)and • 

.( • Rr Baughey· a references to tbe AIle have thU8 atrengtbened 

unionist feArs that it i. a de-v1ce to leM theIa into-a united. IrelbJ)d, 

and have invested any An<Jlo-Irisll ~t1n9 vit:h po11ti.c&1 overtones 

and dangers.. Further. h.1. nnCOAatructl ve re..sporu!oe to the IIh1 t. ,aper 
baa weakened the cbances of event.UAl acce.pt.a.nce by the SDLP and. 

e-...ucourage.d thea to look sou th rather than to the baeably for political 

proqre 88. The appoiDt.ent of Kr italIan, deputy snLP leader, to the 

Irish Senate ia algn.1.f1cant and vill certa.1nly e n.courage those i:ft the 

SOLP who vou.ld r.-ther maintai.n the pressure for Irish unity than a ccept 

devolution. 

s. This .akes i.t very difficult focBIIG to develop the AII.C as , 
quickly or as fully as it aiqbt: othentih hAve doDe.. Irish action. 

dur.ing the Falklands crisis have ~unded the difficulties which 

Mr Haughey'. attitude to t.he ArYC bad placed in the way of continuing 

the normal round of K1..h.1steri~l aetUnga. ~ brplicatiol)S of thi. 

are being rev1eved but for the . - eat h1l.ater.l K.1.nisterial ~tinqs 

are be1nq avo1.ded tulle.. they han developed froa boaineas already 

under way and have deaonatrabl.a pr~ic .. l benefit:., and ef~orta are 

be1.nq aade to qet across the fact that tile absuc:l..es to the develo~t 

of the AIXC have all co.e fro. the lr Lsh side. 
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