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MEETING .1 TH NR WARTIN SMYTH Ml'. NI 0 LONDON t 24 MARCn 1982 

Present: Secret~y of State 
Mr F Silvester UP 
)lr aoys &lti th 

l!&r SrQytb called at t.he inv~ t.t j on of the Se<-ret ary 01 State 101' 

a. preliminary discussion f<;dlowiDJ: his elect ion as m(.;mber for

Soutb Bel fa.st. 

Political Affairs 

The Se-cretary of State told IIlr Smyth or bis firm bE-lit'f tha~ there 

should be devolved ~o~ernmen t in Northern Ire land. It was 

essent11.1 that local representa.tiH-S should be ab1t;" to assume 

responsibility and. for exampl~, mak e their own :tSSE'ssmenf.. o~ 

prior1ties, A local Assembly -would from the $l~rt pro~ide a forum 

for valuable d1 scussion 01 issues affect i ngNort hL'cn Ire land and 
. . 

would help open pe-ople's eyes to the true nR-turf' of the Province's 

prohlems. He wa.s not 6~eking ~Q impose . a · ~olutio~ and realised th a t 

cis s cheme would take time to develQP. lie believed that the . 
iotegrat ion of Northern h:'eland with the rt-st of GB would aot wo rk 

And \IoX>',lld solve .no~e of the problems. Uoless ' satnething was start e d 

there ~.s no prospect oC lasting political slability :lIld c.ertainty • 

.. hich he believed was essen tial it ~hrlb~rll I r~' ~ and .. 'as t.o prospe r. 

He believed th~t independence was a wholly impractic.able notion. 
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In dis~Q_ss,i.Q~tt}~.s_ecretary of Sltltc said ht>- appl"t:t.~iated the 

danger that a.n Assembly would unite to ma.Re uncoo::>tructive 

cr i t.icisms of the British Governmenl, espec ially in th,e period 

before pow-ers had ~eeD transferred, but he belicv{~d thi!-; was a 

risk whIch had to be taken. ' The A~!-;errJ,lr ¥,{ould have very useful 

fUDct ions to pert<H"TD, which he out 1i ned to 1fr Smytb. Even when 

legislative responsibility was still at U'~stminster the views of 
-

the Assembly would carry weight in Parli ame~t when it cQn fo:dde red 

Northern Irel a nd Orde rs. The Secre tary of Statf: (~xpla i ned to 

Mr Smyth his scheme .for , a '&'eigbted majority and how bu~incss ' might 

be conducted once ~greC;:ll\Cnt had been re~~hed and powE-rs transferred. 

He described the involvement of the Wesuilj nster . ParI i are<?'D t in the 

process or transferring t .hose powers, ernphasi sing ttl <1 l Pa r 1 ia:nent 

Vw'O~ld never accept rule just by the ma jority community. In the 

d istan t futu;re. if pol it ics ill Northern I rcland ~hou l d (~~ .. t!!'" 

dev e lop along the lines or poiitiCS i n Great. Brit a in. s a fegua.rds 
, ' 

might no longer be so important. bu t this was not <\ s it uation 

likely to arise for a very long peri o d and ' was not thert~rore one 

~~ ich bore on his present scheme. He hoped that it would be possible 

o ne da-y to transfer security to a NOl'lhel'n Ireland Execut.ive. It 

was essential that the minority should in the long run give its 

full support 'to the forces of law :and ,order if terrorism \li~ to be 

satisfa ctorily d e alt " 'ith. But, a.lt hou gh he saw DO possib!lity of 

transf e rr i n g s e cu r ity for s ome years to c ome , the r e s ponsible UK. 

Id i ni s t e r wou ld be r eady to tala. to n:H_-mlx.~ rs of the As~emh l y or to 

a No r t hern Ire l a nd -Executive abo u t s e curity a ffairs. lie n oted 

tt l"" & nytb's concern tba t l oca l invo l v.;:me n t 1n securit} aff a irs i n t hi s 

wa y ('.ou l d p re j ud ice essential secrecy and cou ld l ead t o inforI!\a tion 

p~ssing t o t errori s ts, bu.t di~ not th ink t ha t th i !') ~~S a re l evan t 

danger. giv e n the r estraints on disc'uss ion in the per ~od while 

s ecu r ity re~a ined a 1jestm1nster respo(t~ibilily an d given t he 

c i rcu.ms t ances which would have to prevail before it cou l d be 

trans fe r red. The Se cretary of S t <1 t <~ ;.t l so des c ribe d t p Mr Srny t; h the 

wc:..ys i n whi d~ h is prcposa,ls for devo 1u tion fi t ted j n i.n t h e c;ondu ct 

Of the UK ' s relations with t h e Republic ; NO!'th / S out h li nks \\'ere 

som€' thing ~. ich Northe r n I re l and ha.d to devel o p , and he di d no t 
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believe t.hat they required any veryext~~nsive machinery if they 

were to be made effective ~d fruitful. He thought thRt 

Par11ataent would iii due course wish to proceed with an Anglo-Irish 

parliamentary body and he outlined how it might function and bow 

he envisaged it relating to the AS~effib1y and to individual meJRbers 

of that Assembly. 

Mr Smyth made the foll.owi~g points in discussion: 

(1) He had l,>een a meml).er of the Convention. whie.h had not 

at.tended to its proper tasks in - the way that it should , 
have. · He fe<i,red that ,& new AS!5cmbl y would enga~e in 

- . 

unconstruct~ve debate and would not address itself to 

the real problems facing Northern Ireland. It would unite .. . 

in criticism of the British Government on ni.a.nr issues. 

(ii) He noted the Secretary of State's explana~ion of his 

proposals. implying tha.t h€ ba.d not fully utiderstoo(1 them 

before. He was opposed to th~ scheme. The Go,,'ernment should 

have started with chang<)s to loca.;l. government a~d should not 

fall into the tl'ap of thinking that 8. scheme opposed by 
both sides must be good. For his part. ;he was rca,dy to 

aecept co~lition or the ncl.'<i to reach agreement between 
-

parties if that w~s made necessary by the result of the 
, 

election. But · he was oppos ed tl) devices which cnfQ~ccd 

agr~ement i rrc$pect1ve of how ~}€ople had vot(~d. Moreover, 

the we i ghted ma. j o rity would gi v~; .ul<due influenc e to small 

groups able to d.etermine whet her the spec i f i ~"' d f i g-<.t re 

wa s a chieved or n ot. - The Gove rnmemt shoul d have accepted 

the Conven tion r eport wh ich avoided thc~c pitfalls. 

(iii) The real i ssu<.: in Nor thern Irel a nd W<1 S con sti~lltlonat.not 
religious. a lt hougp. t he re wt;- rc- "religious or.'€I'toues tl

• The 

question was whether people shou ld have positions of 

authority in a syst em ot' Governmen t when they were committ ed 

to destroying "t he very conl,'llUn i ty" wh ich tha I. gove r nmen t 

had been elected to represent. 
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iv) ~e was very concerned at the prospect of security 

- being t.be responsibtlit;yot an Execucive of which 

poteDti~l disloyal peop~e were m~bcrs. It must 

never be possible for infol"nlatlon given to peo ple 

in authority to be p assed to terrorists. 

(v) It was not ultimately tpe f o~ of Government. or the 

place in which tha t governmen t resided, whi c h woul d 

determine the fu ture of Northe r n Ireland. but the will 

of the people of - tbe P r ovinc e. It would be al least 

three generations before att i tude s to the unio n 

chRllged . ~ y;onderedwh~lher Dr piisle}' "'a~ hoping to 

win a. large e nougb maJority . to enab.lc him to press for 

independence. 

(vi) Th e OOP wou ld tight election~ ~gaiRst Dr Pl).isley. The 

party should not underestimate the · strength of lhe 

opposition it laced but be believed it (~uld b~a£ toe DUP. 

(v11) The Ang~o~Irisb ~pects of tht..' scheme would be much 

e&sie r to accept l'l there had been a hi~tory of t. rust 

with the parties in the Republic. Fianna Fail in particular 

~ou ld forget an y agreement it had with the Sortb if that 

su it:ed it. Althoqgh he noted the S.ecrcti-ry uf Sl3.le thought. 

tbat Nort.hjSout h links were $OCflC thlng whi ch a devolved 

governmen t 1POu ld have to develop bu t no 8uch j!: o .. ernmen t 

would have the necessary p:Q\i-ers of negotiation . Before 

the troubles it had nol. been necessa ry to h'l\'c- j nst ructions 

in order to have appropriate deal ings wi th the Republic. 

Highe r Education 

it!"' Slftyth said that he ~a.s not personally oppoSt~d to the- Government IS 

~onclusions on the future of the NUU and the Polyt echnt~. although 
he realised there was a. view held by some th:i.t certain people in 

DENJ ha4 lone been determi~ed to sabotage t.he NUU. There had been 

a damaging deKr~e of uncerta.inty cve.r the future of th~ University 
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tor ~cons1derable perIod ~nd ~his had now to be rcmov~; 
it wu import: a.nt to r emember th .. t wha tever criticisms t.bere 

were, some of· the Uni versi t)" s d.epa. rt~n ts _ere or a very high 

standard. He was still sympathetic t.o the idea o f a si ngle 

Un i vers ity of Ulster with eonstit u(.'n t colleges, a.long the li~es 

of tbe Ulliversity of V~(~ ~ 9u l reali~(.·d this waS unlike ly (.Q 
I 

fi nd lavour, in part i cular beca.use (j f t;ne entrenched p<J:,dtion 

o f Qt,'B . He bel icved tha t inst~a.d of E'st.ab l ishing the NUU the 
; 

Governmen t sbould have deve loped kag~~ . 

S I' BOYS SMITH 
25 Ma.rcb 1982 
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