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NOTE ' R 'l'H£ RECORD 

Vltl.Ii' ., FR ttAGEE, PAPAL REPHFSF:NTATIVE.l TO THE HAZE 

Mr Blaker~ Minister of State (FCO) an~ til' A 1 i50n '!let F:, age e at 

Lon(ion A.irport ~en he ltas enroute hom Home t~i!.~ afte l' ... ODn . The 

~eeting lagtedabout 45 minut~s . A.rc~bishof> Heim, a C ~ ;1p i , nnd 

I, ~ere also present. 

? Fr Ma.gee eX1)lRined tnat his "-"35 a goortwill ~is~ in: f r o!!! the 

Po~e, with the object of tryin~ to defuse the viol er.ce ._a 4- wou ld 

erupt in NI if Mr Sands diM.. He hopec! to talk to nS any people 

as possible in KI, but ~t.ed to begin with ~ ~ee~in~ with an NIO 

Mi.nister, in the hope Qf ~ceivin~ ;) ~e~Stige th.at he could deliver 

to t1r Sands thtlt would provide a b a sis for s~c"Jrin~ t.~!\e If.'ithin 

~hieh to make further explorations. Ry this, p~r.su~A~ly~ he me~nt 

t hat if he had the means or persuac1iu~. r:.r 5B~)f1S to cea5e his hw'1ger 

strike, he could th~n discuss ways ~head wi th y.t\~ i o'..ls people . 

3_ ~r Alison recalled the Pope's visit to TrB1Qnd 13st year, and 

re·iterB ted HMG's desire to pr t1vent violence. He '?-x ~l~li!'led that th~ 

strikers' aim was political status, e~~od ierl i~ ~ ~peci~l prison 

re~ime . Th is lillG coulrl not grant . ~~e pris0n l ef i ~~ i ; NI ~as a 

l i bera l ~ne , and 

, ' ~is sto,[) snort of h an ding over c on t,r-ol to i ~):'l(i ~ _ .~ . N",r c ou l ··~ 

'e di fferenti ate amon~ classes of pr i ~oners. T~p ~es~ ~ope of 

~voidin~ violence lay in Mr Sand s ending ~is fast . 
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4. ""r Magee then referred to .. eriphel"'a l tt'ree.s" .t~e t~H~re Rli~t 

be scope for flexibility, for e~a~ple prison clothing and wor k . 

T~eTe ensue<! a detailed explanation of tne clothing 1'efli!1le t on 

~iich Fr Magee appeared to be well briefed. He pr~ssed -he i t 

t~at to offer all prisoners the option of weari!1g their own clothes 

a11 t he time miF,;ht be a gesture of goodwill t hat L?ligh t ~ake a 

difference in t he present situat ion. Mr Alison eypla i n~d -hat 
rwt-

- suc h a c n~e was desired by the protestersLfor it s own sake but 

a,.: a S .h ot s concession on politi~al ata tus. ~or hurl we 

reason t o s uppose tnat anyone change. of thAt kind wou l ( make a 

differ nee to Mr Sands's position. 

s. l'r Hage.e picked up the references to the p oss ibi 1 i t y of f'urt ner 

developments on the prisnn r egime ~~d as~ed if this wa~ $ 0 etn' g 

that be could hold out to l1r Sands AS a future hope. Mr Al i s n 

said that it would be wrong for Mr Sands to expect any specific 

ut\d i .mediate cha nge in regil1le~ and Pr l1figee w~s ~il$() l"f':min.rled . that 

tt r:',biguities in t.his respect at the end of the lagt tn"'ison strike 

~a d causec future troubl es. 

In leavi~~ Fr Magee said that l~ter in hig visit he ~i~ht ask 

to s e e the Secret*ry of State. a nd he ""C.l. $ given the i mpression that 

~~1S could be arranged . 

rt The press knew of h.is arrival and were around the VIP l ounge . 

Fr ~agee did not seem anx i ous t o t alk to them, and the y were old 

b," Mi n i s ter s anrl officia ls th&t .Ministert; h~ d CO l1le to '1le c t Fr Mage e 

as s courtesy , that the r easOn for his v i si t had natura lly c ome up 
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in conversation. and no details we re bein~ disclosed. 

M J I1OP. IARTY 
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