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HOUSE OF COMMONS 

LONDON SWIA OAA 

nt.lIon.Humphrey Atkins 

Secretary of s tate for Ir.lrela....'l.d 

stormou~~~4r 

l,isnaskea, 

Co. Fermfmngh. 

28th May,1980. 

I have been a s ked by the parents tl..t"ld relatives of 

the girl protesters in Armagh Jail to forward t h i s 

statement to yOil and have it brought before the notice of 

the British Government. A similiar statement has been 

sent to the Irish Government. 

Yours sincerely 

lie F. Haguire , M. P. 
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NIO/12/176 

Stateme n t a ddres sed to t he Rt Hon. Humphr ey Atki ns MP , Secretary 

of State ~ N . Irelancl_. 

He the paren t s and relatives of the protes t ing gir l s in Armagh Pri s on have 

me t in Belfas t on 4 th I·jay 1 98 0 a..'1. d h ave agreed to s u pport the pri son~e-s i n 

thei r prote s t, first ly against the beatings by male officers on 7th Febr-t.1ary 

1580 , nov[ knOvIn a s Black li'enruary , and the s u b s equent denial of acces s t o th tf-

toil e ts 7th-1 2th Fehr uary, denial of l a un dry and visits fro m concerne d. Dersons 

in that perio d , and s econd~y a gains t the 23 hour lock-up for r e f u sal t o i-lork . 

Thi s latter p uni s h ment is cruel and degrad.ing and is not alleviated by t h e 

offer of pa rtial associ a tion which would be a locked one. 

\~ e' are c oncerne d tha t the ci i gni ty, s p iritual rights, and s elf res :;;e ct o f t h e 

girls h~ been violated to a serious degree in Armagh Prison. 'de recognis e t h a t 
~ 

the means of p r o test ava i l.a"Qle to our daughters ~ l imi t ed an d that they ,-iere 
11'\(;1' ,«--r-Jt. I''''"''' Arc-;, -~t.d:" • 

forced on to a I\d~~y;.--{ pr otest" bJ a deli berat e escalation of punishment s ' Hhi ch 

reache d the fi nal st r aw in phYSic al be ating s by men. This is not tolera b l e t o 

Catholic peo c~ le. Al l the members of the fam~~ of these girls have been 

personal l y insu lted and injure d by the druel, inhuman and degrading att a c k s on 

their sisters and ciaughters. 

He fin d the actions of the British Government and its agents de p lorabl e b u t 

not u nexpected after three Jears of a deteriorating regi me in Armagh Pri s on. vIe 

support the fi ~e de mands of the girls (I) voluntary .lOrk (2) free a s s ocic.Yion 

( 3) f ((.~·· 01:" , . .- d ' - ( ' ) - . t 1 tt I k ( ~ )' 
ree~recre at;lOn an d e u ca"tlon 4 one VlSl, e er, parce per Viee_ :; 

restoration of f al l remission. 

We mairn,tain that any h ur'1c;ne prison system \-lOuld a ll oH these. He a , _e a1 to 
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